
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 

 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
May 21, 2024 



 

6:00 P.M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 

Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Potential Litigation, Rhode Island General Laws, 

Section 42-46-5(a)(2) Collective Bargaining: Local 2050, International Association of 

Firefighters, AFL-CIO MOA, and Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to consider, discuss, and act 

upon the Chief of Police employment agreement and to interview Elizabeth Leach and Greg 

Guertin for possible appointment to a Town board or commission.  

 

7:00 P.M. AGENDA  

  
I. Regular meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 

- Announce any executive session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to 

Rhode Island General Laws, Sec. 42-46-4. 

II. Prayer 

III. Salute to the Flag 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

V. Presentations:   

A. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force Recommendations Report. 

B. Receipt of the Budget and Financial Review Board’s Recommended Fiscal 

Year 2025 Budget. 

VI. Minutes:   

A. Move that the minutes of the April 29, 2024 work session meeting be 

approved as recorded. 

B. Move that the minutes of the May 7, 2024 executive session meeting held 

pursuant to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode Island 

General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Existing Litigation, Joseph Ricci and 

Custom Construction Services, LLC. v. Town of Smithfield, et al. be 

approved as recorded and sealed. 
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C. Move that the minutes of the May 7, 2024 open session meeting be approved 

as recorded. 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 

reappointments: None. 

VIII. Public Hearings:   

A. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 on the proposed Fiscal Year 2025 

Budget. 

B. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon 

amendments to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 11 entitled “Boards and 

Commissions sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. 

Iannotti. 

C. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon Zoning 

Ordinance amendments to Article 2 entitled “Definitions”. 

D. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon Zoning 

Ordinance amendments to Article 3 entitled “Nonconformance”. 

E. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon Zoning 

Ordinance amendments to Article 4 entitled “Use Regulations”. 

F. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon Zoning 

Ordinance amendments to Article 6 entitled “Supplementary Regulations”. 

G. Schedule a public hearing on June 18, 2024 to consider and act upon Zoning 

Ordinance amendments to Article 10 entitled “Administration, Enforcement 

and Relief”. 

H. Conduct a public hearing to consider and act upon the approval of outdoor 

seating and bar service for The Orchard Grille, Inc. d/b/a “The Orchard 

Grille”, located at 132 Pleasant View Avenue, as applied, subject to 

compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

I. Conduct a Show Cause hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon the possible 

suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Mobile Food 

Truck Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of 

renewal: 

1. Farm to Sandwich, LLC d/b/a “Farm to Sandwich”, 14 Abbott Street, 
Cranston  

2. On the Rhode Café, LLC d/b/a “On the Rhode Café”, 73B Gene Allen 
Road, Foster 



J. Conduct a Show Cause hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon the possible 

suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Holiday Sales 

Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of 

renewal: 

1. The Sevingy Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike 
2. Speedway, LLC d/b/a “Speedway #02821”, 263 Putnam Pike 

IX. Licenses:   

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Victualling License for AJL, 

LLC d/b/a “New England Frozen Lemonade,” 3 Austin Avenue, Unit A, as 

applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances, and 

a Certificate of Occupancy from the Building/Zoning Official’s Office. 

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of one (1) 

Massage Establishment License, as applied, subject to compliance with all 

State regulations and local ordinances. 

1. Rhonda Rohelia d/b/a “Soothing Touch Spa”, 180C Pleasant View 
Avenue 

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of one (1) 

Massage Therapy License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 

regulations and local ordinances. 

1. Rhonda Rohelia working at “Soothing Touch Spa”, 180C Pleasant View 
Avenue 

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of two (2) 

Holiday Sales Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all 

State regulations and local ordinances. 

1. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View 
Avenue, Unit 3 

2. Premium Brands Opco, LLC d/b/a “Loft #”, 371 Putnam Pike 

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon the annual renewal of one (1) Peddler’s 

License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local 

ordinances 

1. A & W of Rhode Island, Inc. d/b/a “A & W”, to sell Christmas Trees, 
plants and flowers, 460 Putnam Pike 

F. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a request for outdoor seating for 

CAVA Mezze Grille, LLC d/b/a “CAVA”, located at 473 Putnam Pike, Suite 

A2, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances and 

letter requesting outdoor seating.  



G. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of one (1) 

Mobile Food Truck License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 

regulations and local ordinances. 

1. Baby Duck, LLC d/b/a “Tacofied”, to sell tacos and homemade potato 
chips from a truck with RI Reg. # 85432, 38 Dean Avenue, Johnston, RI 

H. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving one (1) One-Day Special Event 

License for Roots Heaven Farm, LLC for a “Yoga Event”, 540 Douglas Pike 

on the following date: 

 Saturday, June 15 2024, Yoga Event to be held from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., with a rain date of Saturday, June 22, 2024 

All special event licenses for Roots Heaven Farm, LLC are subject to 

compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances and a final tent 

inspection by the Smithfield Fire Department. 

I. Consider, discuss and act upon approving a new Victualling License for Early 

Eats, LLC d/b/a “Early Eats,” 345  Avenue, Unit B, as applied, subject to 

compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances, final approval from 

the RI Department of Health and a Certificate of Occupancy from the 

Building/Zoning Official’s Office. 

X. Old Business:  None 

XI. New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for Senior 

Center parking lot repairs. 

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for 

landscape services at three (3) school locations subject to Town Solicitor 

approval. 

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for roof 

replacement at the Department of Public Works Garage. 

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing Change Order Requests #19, #20 

and #21 to J.G. Edwards Construction for Phase 1B renovation work at the 

East Smithfield Neighborhood Center in an amount not to exceed five 

thousand, two hundred and seventy-three dollars and zero cents ($5,273.00). 

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon adopting a resolution to amend the Rules of 

Procedure for the Smithfield Town Council sponsored by Council Members 

Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. Iannotti. 



F. Discussion concerning Greenville Library litigation and financial operations. 

XII. Public Comment. 

XIII. Adjournment. 

 
AGENDA POSTED:  May 17, 2024 

 
The public is welcome to any meeting of the Town Council or its sub-committees.  If communication assistance 
(readers/interpreters/captions) or any other accommodation to ensure equal participation is needed, please contact 
the Smithfield Town Manager’s office at 401-233-1010 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. 
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Smithfield DEI Task Force Recommendation 

 

Proposal 

Form a standing Community Inclusion and Engagement Committee focused on promoting equity and 

inclusion for all individuals who live, work, study, worship in, or visit the Town of Smithfield. The mission 

and work of this Committee would extend to all areas of public life in Smithfield. As such the Committee 

would be available to support or partner as requested on issues related to but not limited to education, 

employment, public safety, housing, public accommodation, health, recreation, sports, and the arts.  

The Committee would serve in an advisory role to the Town Council, but would also operate 

independently, establishing its own priorities, setting goals, and governing its own operations. The 

Committee would also be available as a resource to other Town entities interested in exploring, 

researching, or promoting issues of equity and inclusion. 

On a regular basis, the Committee would report to the Town Council on its progress with activities, 

projects, and initiatives in which it is engaged. 

Goals of the Committee 

The work and goals of the Committee will center promoting education, building awareness, and 

encouraging civic engagement, as it relates to equity and inclusion in the Town of Smithfield. The 

Committee will pursue activities that seek to ensure Smithfield is a community where all residents feel 

included and enjoy equal opportunity to participate in town affairs and take advantage of all the town 

has to offer. 

• Support and empower the Town Council to effectively understand, assess and address issues of 

equity and inclusion throughout the town.  

• Promote an understanding of the diverse cultures and communities within the town and 

surrounding areas by working with governmental and non-governmental organizations through 

education, organization of community events, conferences, public speaking programs, 

educational panels, celebrations, and other community actions. 

• Provide recommendations for town policies and programing that support diversity at all levels 

and promote inclusivity and equity. 

• Develop and implement strategies that help promote inclusivity and equity in Smithfield.  

• Encourage and support belonging through collaborative initiatives, advocacy, and outreach. 
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Potential Scope of Work 

• Assessment(s): Conduct a community-wide equity audit, aimed at identifying issues of 

importance and relevance for town residents and business owners.  

 

• Partnerships: Cultivate partnerships with local organizations that support the goals of the 

Committee. Understanding that the Committee will not have the level of knowledge or expertise 

necessary to independently achieve its goals, these partnerships would serve as a critical 

resource for the Committee – and by extension the Town Council and residents of Smithfield. 

Examples include: 

o East Smithfield and Greenville libraries 

o Bryant University Office of Institutional Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

o Smithfield Economic Development Commission 

o RI Commission on Prejudice and Bias 

o Tri-County 

o Equity and inclusion-focused organizations from other Towns  

 

• Events   

o Facilitate educational workshops open to the public that promote inclusivity in our 

community. 

o Organize and participate in town-sponsored events or activities that help promote 

inclusivity and equity. 

 

• Develop Community Resources 

o Provide Recommendations for inclusive and equitable practices and policies. 

o Encourage and Support belonging through collaborative initiatives, advocacy, and 

outreach. 

Key Terms 

• Equity refers to fairness, impartiality, and justice in the distribution of resources, services, and 

opportunities among the residents of the town, especially those who belong to historically 

underserved and marginalized groups. It involves ensuring that all individuals, regardless of their 

background or circumstances, have equal access. Achieving equity requires a commitment to 

identifying and addressing systemic inequalities, promoting inclusivity, and implementing 

policies and practices that promote fairness for all residents.    

 

• Inclusion is about intentionally bringing people from diverse backgrounds and perspectives into 

conversations and decision-making processes. It allows Individuals and groups to feel safe, 

respected, engaged, motivated, and valued for who they are and for their contributions toward 

organizational and community goals. 
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Committee Structure 

Core Committee Members  

The core Committee would be composed of seven (7) community members, appointed by the Town 

Council from among registered voters of the town of Smithfield. Committee members will have voting 

privileges. 

Initial Committee appointments shall be for staggered terms arranged to limit the number of concurrent 

vacancies on the Committee: Three (3) appointees shall serve a three-year term, two (2) shall serve a 

two-year term, and two (2) shall serve a one-year term. The length of members’ initial terms shall be 

determined randomly, so all candidates should be prepared to accept a three-year appointment. After 

these initial terms, Committee members shall be appointed to serve three-year terms with no member 

serving more than 6 consecutive years. 

The Committee shall organize annually electing from its voting members a Chair, Vice-Chair, and a 

Secretary.  Additional roles could be assigned at the discretion of the Committee as it deems necessary 

to achieve its goals. 

Four (4) voting members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum, and no vacancy in the 

membership shall impair the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the 

Committee. Meetings of the Committee shall be conducted in accordance with the Rhode Island Open 

Meetings Act. 

The Committee shall be advisory in nature. In the event that a Committee Member shall have missed 

three consecutive meetings without consent of the Chair, then their membership shall expire forthwith. 

Adjunct Committee Members 

The following recommended adjunct Committee roles will help ensure the Committee is reflective of the 

Smithfield community. As non-voting members, these individuals do not need to be Smithfield residents 

and will not be considered when determining quorum. The Core Committee can suggest additional 

adjunct committee members.  

• At least one Youth member, 18 years of age or younger.  

• At least one representative from the Smithfield business community.  

• Designated town department liaisons. These roles would help connect the Committee to town 

resources as needed. They would not be required to attend regular meetings and would not 

have voting privileges. They could, however, serve on relevant subcommittees.  

The Committee will hold regularly scheduled public meetings on a recurring basis as determined by the 

newly formed Committee. 

 

Applicants and Qualifications  

Per Town bylaws, interested parties should complete an online application form located on the Town of 

Smithfield website. Applicants would submit a current resume and letter of interest to the Town 

Manager’s Office, expressing their interest in promoting equity and inclusion within the community and 
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highlighting any relevant experiences that qualify them to support the goals and work of the Committee. 

Preference should be given to individuals who have worked or volunteered in a similar capacity within 

the area of equity and inclusion. 

After reviewing the applications and conducting interviews as needed, the Town Manager will make 

recommendations for consideration to the Town Council. The Council will make the final Committee 

appointments.  

 

Committee Operating Principles  

The principles would serve as a guide for how the Committee as a whole and its members would 

conduct their work. In doing so, the Committee will help ensure its credibility and its ability to establish 

and maintain a relationship of trust with the Town Council, other town governing entities and town 

members:  

• Transparency. It will be important for this group to be “above board” with its efforts. While 

some of this is accomplished through open meeting laws, it will be important for this group to 

proactively communicate about efforts, goals and accomplishments of the Committee beyond 

what is required in the Towns by-laws.   

• Collective partnership. Working collaboratively and in a spirit of cooperation with both local and 

outside groups will help further the mission of the Committee, and establish the Committee as a 

trustworthy partner working in the best interest of the town, its residents and business owners. 

This will require Committee members to abandon a zero-sum mindset (i.e. - that any one 

group’s gain is another group’s loss) 

• Accountability. Setting clear, measurable goals for any initiatives the Committee undertakes. 

• Empathy, to help ensure that the Committee is working in the best interest of all town 

residents.  

• Humility 

 

Dissolution of DEI Task Force 

An agenda item seeking the creation of a new committee dedicated to promoting equity and inclusion 

should be included on the same night that an agenda item for the dissolution of the DEI Task Force is 

included. 

 

Arguments/Justification for the Creation of the Standing Committee 

The creation of a committee dedicated to the promotion of inclusion and equity demonstrates a level of 

commitment within the town to meeting the needs of all its residents. Conversely moving away from 

the commitment first signaled with the creation of the DEI Task Force, in the words of at least one 

resident sends a “weak” message.  
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• Role of town government is to serve the needs of the community.  

The growth of and commitment to diversity requires the support of our town leaders who 

believe in the mission of making our town an even better community for all including but not 

limited to: 

 

o Residents of all ages including the young and elderly 

o Those with physical disabilities 

o Those with mental illness  

o Residents with intellectual disabilities 

o People of color 

o Different ethnicities 

o Different faiths 

o Different sexual orientations  

o Different socio-economic levels 

 

• Community Values 

Boards, commissions, and committee are an important part of the Town’s governance, as they 

focus on specific areas of interest that the residents want promoted and supported such as: 

 

o Affordable Housing Commission 

o Budget and Financial Review Board 

o Camp Shepard Subcommittee  

o Conservation Commission 

o Dog Park Committee 

o Historic Preservation Commission 

o Land Trust 

o Refuse and Recycling Subcommittee 

o Traffic Safety Commission 

 

• Economic Development 

A town that supports equity and inclusion creates a climate that promotes economic 

development.  

 

• Long Term Commitment 

Supporting equity and inclusion is not easy or quick. It requires the support and access to town 

resources to effect meaningful improvements for town residents. 

 

Rhode Island Towns and Cities that support DEI 

• City of Providence: Mission “To meet the demands of an increasingly diverse city by leveraging 

varied perspectives. We strive to create a city that provides fair access to economic and 

educational opportunities and inspires an environment where employees and residents feel a 

sense of connection and ownership.” 
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• Barrington: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee 

• Narragansett: Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Awareness Committee: “The Inclusion, Diversity, 

Equity and Awareness Committee is an advisory body to the Town Council. It reaches out to 

residents and outside communities, providing opportunities for discussions, events and cultural 

exchange. The Committee researches best practices and provides recommendations to the 

Town Council in support of the Town of Narragansett’s commitment to create an authentic and 

intentionally inclusive community that promotes a culture of unity, tolerance, and empathy.” 

• Westerly: Multicultural Committee: “The Multicultural Committee is established by the Town 

Council dedicated to promoting diversity and linking the many different cultures in our 

community. The 10-member committee is comprised of representatives from various cultures 

and backgrounds who are currently living in Westerly. The overarching goal of the Committee 

would be to work together to raise awareness of diverse activities going on in the community, in 

which the general public can participate in order to increase knowledge, understanding, 

communication, and awareness. 

• Cranston: Engaged with the Rhode Island Foundation Equity Leadership Initiative 

• North Kingstown: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Sub-Committee (of School Committee) 

• Smithfield organizations  

o Bryant University 

o Fidelity 

o Neighborhood Health 

• Massachusetts communities: Acton, Amherst, Boston, Bourne, Brookline, Chelmsford, Concord, 

Danvers, Groton, Lincoln, Lexington, Mansfield, Medford, Nantucket, Provincetown, Salem, 

Sharon, Shrewsbury, Tewksbury, Westford, Wayland, Wellesley, and more. 

Resources 

• Massachusetts Municipal DEI Coalition: DEI Guide 

• MAPC Scrutinizes Diversity, Inclusion and Equity in Local Towns 

• Andover (MA) Diversity Audit and Assessment Report 

• Wayland Will Conduct Town-Wide Equity Assessment 



BUDGET AND FINANCIAL  
REVIEW BOARD 

 

Memorandum 
DATE: May 15, 2024 

TO: The Honorable Town Council 

CC: Randy R. Rossi, Town Manager 

RE: Budget & Financial Review Board’s Recommended FY25 Budget 
 

Overview 

As required per the Town of Smithfield, RI Charter (Article V Financial Procedures, § C-5.06 
Submission of Budget), this memo hereby constitutes the Budget and Financial Review Board 
(“BFRB”) submission of the FY25 Budget to the Town Council for their consideration. 

BFRB Budget Review Process and Timeline 

Completed Tasks 

 February 21st – BFRB Meeting to discuss the Budget Process and schedule Milestone Dates 

 March 1st – Town Manager’s Recommended FY25 Budget published 

 March 15th – Initial Budget Questions sent to Department Heads 

 March 20th – BFRB Meeting to discuss the Town Manager’s Recommended FY25 Budget 

 March 22nd – Responses for Initial Budget Questions received from Department Heads 

 March 27th – BFRB completed a Public Hearing on Town Manager’s Recommended Budget 

 April 3rd – BFRB Meeting with Fire Department and Department of Public Works 

 April 24th – BFRB Meeting with School Department 

 May 1st – BFRB Meeting to Approve Department Budgets  

 May 8th – BFRB Meeting to Adopt FY25 BFRB Recommended Budget 

 May 15th – BFRB Budget Recommendation Memo to Town Council 

Future Dates 

 May 29th – Town Council/BFRB Work Session 
 June 18th – Town Council to conduct Public Hearing on FY25 Budget 
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Budget Highlights 

Revenues 

The BFRB FY25 Recommended Budget includes a proposed budget increase to the General Fund of 
$4,977,161 or 5.75%. The significant sources of funding for this increase are highlighted below and 
amount to $4,514,601 or 91% of this total increase: 

 $1,045,916 would be funded through a proposed increase to the tax levy of 1.73%. 

 $1,045,182 would be funded through an expected increase in School State Aid. 

 $1,100,000 would be funded through an expected increase in School Housing Aid. 

 $1,273,503 would be funded through state reimbursement to offset the impact of new 
legislation for tangible property tax exemptions. 

 $50,000 would be funded from an increase in the draw from the Capital Reserve Fund. 

Expenditures 

The General Fund increase ($4,977,161) will support the following significant expenditures, which 
amounts to $4,717,493 or 94% of this total increase: 

 $1,487,493 increase in School Operating Budget 

o Only $406,509 of this increase is funded by the Town Appropriation, while the 
remainder is funded by an increase in School State Aid. 

 

 $790,000 increase in Debt Service payments, primarily due to the School Department HVAC 
project. 

o This increase will be primarily funded by an increase in School Housing Aid. 

 

 $755,000 increase in Fire Department expenditures 

o $417,000 increase in pension contributions (State, Local, Defined Contribution) 

o $300,000 increase in firefighter salaries & wages and FICA/SS taxes (contractual) 
o The remaining increase is primarily due to inflation. 

 

 $547,000 increase in Police Department expenditures 

o $460,000 increase in police officer salaries & wages and FICA/SS taxes (contractual) 
o $65,000 addition for crossing guards 

o The remaining increase is primarily due to inflation. 
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 $500,000 increase in Legislative & Policy Capital Projects: 

o $290,000 increase in funding of the School Capital Reserve Fund 

o $210,000 increase for Mountaindale Road Culvert project 

 

 $440,000 increase in Public Works expenditures 

o $300,000 increase in funding of highway resurfacing, drainage, and sidewalks 

o $53,000 anticipated increase in refuse & recycling and sanitary landfill costs 

o The remaining increase is primarily due to inflation. 

 
 $145,000 increase in funding of System-Wide Municipal Obligations 

o $75,000 increase in medical insurance premiums for retirees 

o $30,000 increase in insurance premiums  

o $25,000 increase in funding of OPEB 

o $10,000 increase in funding of retirement payouts 

 
 $53,000 increase due to proposed part-time Chief of Staff position in the Town Manager’s 

budget. 

o $45,000 base salary plus FICA/SS taxes and DB/DC employer contributions 

 

Proposed Tax Rates 

As noted above, the FY25 BFRB Recommended Budget includes a proposed increase of 1.73% to the 
tax levy over the prior year, amounting to $1,045,916. Due to this increase in the tax levy, the tax rates 
for residential and commercial property would increase by $0.81 and $1.13, respectively, or 5.90%.  

The impact of any levy increase more heavily affects these property tax rates, because of the 
substantial residential properties with frozen taxes. The value of real estate with frozen tax assessments 
(net of exemptions) increased by $26.8 million from 12/31/22 to 12/31/23. The current projected cost 
of the frozen tax assessments for FY25 is just under $2 million and growing each year, which 
continues to put more of a burden on the unfrozen residential and commercial taxpayers each time the 
levy is increased. 

Future considerations 
In addition, due to new legislation in the State of RI, tangible property tax rates are now frozen along 
with a new exemption for the first $50,000 of assessed value. While the State will provide a 
reimbursement for the exemption, the reimbursement will only be calculated once for FY25 and the 
annual reimbursement will be this same amount each year; therefore, the Town will need to absorb the 
cost of future exemptions and the impact of the frozen rate for future growth in tangible property 
values. 
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Summary 

The FY25 BFRB Recommended Budget for the Town of Smithfield was developed through the time, 
effort, and thought of the various department heads, the Town Manager, and the members of the 
BFRB. This budget reflects the Town’s commitment to providing quality services, while also 
beginning to address capital and infrastructure needs. The Town has made a great attempt in recent 
years to limit tax rate increases for the benefit of our taxpayers, however the cost of inflation continues 
to rise and is up almost 22% over the last 5 years alone. The members of the BFRB believe this budget 
to be a step in the right direction, not only to maintain the level of service that our constituents come to 
expect, but to also begin to address the many capital projects that are a part of the Town’s recently 
approved 20-Year Capital Improvements Program.  

We appreciate your consideration of this budget.  The Board has invested significant time and effort to 
compile a fiscally-prudent budget to benefit the residents and businesses in Smithfield. We look 
forward to your questions and dialogue at the Budget Workshop later this month. 



Town of Smithfield 

Rhode Island 
 

2025 Operating Budget 
BUDGET & FINANCIAL REVIEW BOARD’S APPROVED 

May 8, 2024 
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Page FY 2025 FY 2025 FY 2025

# Pre-Adoption B&FRB B&FRB

Amount Amendments Adopted

State Tangible Exemptions Exhibit-D $2,837,278 (1,563,775) $1,273,503

Local Taxes (Tax Levy) Exhibit-D $59,697,108 1,905,775 $61,602,883

$342,000

Exhibit - G $434,000 $476,000

800 MHz Mobile Radios for Apparatus 18,000

Stretcher Replacement - Stryker 24,000

$42,000

Exhibit - G $595,000 $895,000

School Capital Reserve Fund 300,000

Exhibit - G $92,000 $0

Senior Van Replacement (92,000)

Exhibit - H $953,152 $941,850

Town Appropriation Page 89 (11,302)

Exhibit - H $5,879,687 $5,982,989

1-01-042-0584 Special Projects - Highway Resurfacing Page 113 103,302

$342,000

$0

Budget Book Addendum for Tax Rate Computation

Town of Smithfield

Fiscal Year 2024 - 2025

Budget & Financial Review Board - Adopted 5/8/2024

General Fund

Revenue Adjustments:

Total Revenue Adjustment

Expenditure Adjustments:

Capital Improvement Projects - Fire Department

Capital Improvement Projects - Legislative and Policy Direction

Capital Improvement Projects - Senior Center

Greenville Public Library

Public Works

Total Expenditure Adjustment

Net Change to the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget

Page 1 of 13



EXHIBIT A

TAX RATE DISCLOSURE

Town of Smithfield

BUDGET ANALYSIS

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025

Current Year - Proposed (ESTIMATED)

Gross Net

Assessed Assessed
Valuation Exemptions Valuation

Residential - Real Estate 2,055,796,481  (5,361,579)      2,050,434,902

Commercial - Real Estate 856,437,955     (47,794,496)    808,643,459

Real Estate - Frozen (Market Value) 678,306,380     (21,779,447)    656,526,933

Tangible Property 225,528,240     (95,611,649)    129,916,591

Proposed Prior Year

Tax Levy Tax Rate Tax Rate Increase $ Increase %

Residential - Real Estate 29,792,819 14.53 13.72 0.81 5.90%

Commercial - Real Estate 16,442,574 20.33 19.20 1.13 5.90%

Real Estate - Frozen 7,606,272

Tangible Property 7,761,217 59.74 59.74 0.00 0.00%

61,602,883

Tax Levies

Proposed Year Tax Levy 61,602,883 91,601,143$       

Prior Year Tax Levy 60,556,967 29,998,260

Levy Increase - Amount 1,045,916 61,602,883$       

Levy Increase - % 1.73%

61,602,883$       

Budget Expenses

GROSS Budget

TOTAL Revenues

NET Budget (Tax Levy)

Current Estimated Tax Levy

EXHIBIT - A
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EXHIBIT B

Town of Smithfield

FISCAL YEAR 2025

TAX RATE INFORMATION SUMMARY

TAX RATE TAX RATE PERCENT TOTAL

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL RATE TAX TOTAL

REAL ESTATE (1) REAL ESTATE CHANGE LEVY BUDGET

FY 2025 $14.53 5.90% $20.33 5.90% 61,602,883$   600,000$        1,806,499$    91,601,143$   

FY 2024 13.72 2.69% 19.20 2.67% 60,556,967     600,000          1,983,498      86,623,982     

FY 2023 Revaluation 13.36 0.00% 18.70 0.00% 58,247,330     600,000          2,140,885      82,986,155     

FY 2022 17.13 1.90% 19.20 4.63% 60,045,093     600,000          1,775,847      78,754,901     

FY 2021 16.81 0.00% 18.35 0.00% 59,670,761     600,000          1,870,547      76,700,583     

FY 2020 Revaluation 16.81 -4.27% 18.35 -0.27% 59,752,045     600,000          1,930,998      74,809,085     

FY 2019 17.56 0.00% 18.40 0.00% 58,146,492     600,000          2,567,827      74,502,662     

FY 2018 17.56 4.96% 18.40 4.96% 58,127,981     600,000          3,155,000      72,285,519     

FY 2017 Revaluation 16.73 -4.78% 17.53 56,132,554     600,000          2,765,000      69,045,313     

FY 2016 17.57 2.57% 55,094,768     600,000          2,253,300      67,028,007     

FY 2015 17.13 -2.23% 53,767,983     550,000          2,230,000      64,785,731     

FY 2014 Revaluation (3) 17.52 1.63% 51,713,919     550,000          2,679,182      64,224,223     

FY 2013 16.02 1.07% 50,485,821     656,744          3,346,375      62,048,443     

FY 2012 15.85 1.67% 49,357,184     450,000          4,661,500      61,942,487     

FY 2011 Revaluation 15.59 11.52% (2) 48,233,106     850,000          3,818,674      60,619,089     

FY 2010 13.98 2.19% 46,156,583     -                     3,500,373      60,970,586     

FY 2009 13.68 3.40% 44,064,149     -                     3,820,444      61,538,789     

FY 2008 Revaluation 13.23 5.19% 41,966,249     -                     2,375,833      58,235,323     

FY 2007 15.40 4.90% 39,873,408     -                     2,217,704      54,947,763     

FY 2006 14.68 5.23% 37,721,249     -                     2,198,266      51,766,323     

FY 2005 Revaluation 13.95 5.50% 35,369,460     -                     2,334,444      49,264,872     

FY 2004 21.40 8.74% 33,020,550     -                     3,331,472      48,100,401     

FY 2003  19.68 5.47% 32,372,871     -                     1,647,627      44,336,416     

FY 2002 Revaluation 18.66 0.00% 29,800,739     100,000          1,040,000      40,622,741     

FY 2001  22.40 0.00% 27,891,542     -                     1,314,000      38,183,918     

FY 2000 22.40 9.75% 27,754,385     -                     971,500         36,236,885     

FY 1999 20.41 2.56% 25,521,694     1,220,000       1,413,334      34,374,592     

FY 1998 19.90 0.00% 24,391,296     1,375,000       1,457,500      33,429,754     

Notes:        

1)

2)

UTILIZED

ESCROW FUNDS 

AMOUNT FROM OTHER

Percentage is based on rate increase, actual tax increase was a 4.5% increase due to revaluation.

Percentage increase is calculated using the revaluation adjusted rate.

$64,801,130 in escrow funds in prior years budgetary procedures.

The town has utilized $11,151,744 in Fund Balance and

FUND BALANCE

PERCENT

UTILIZED

AMOUNT OF

RATE

CHANGE

EXHIBIT - B
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EXHIBIT   C   

Appropriated Projected Anticipated
FY 2022

1
FY 2023

1
FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2025

REVENUE AND TRANSFERS:

School State Aid 6,966,851$      7,215,401$      8,742,214$        8,742,214$      9,787,396$     

School Receipts - Miscellaneous 601,843           607,179           586,548             586,548           622,400          

Property Taxes 60,202,797      58,132,647      60,421,959        60,332,809      61,602,883     

Intergovernmental Revenue 6,139,896        11,688,892      11,240,764        11,240,764      13,986,290     

Licenses, Fees and Permits 1,276,283        1,133,911        975,000             1,121,463        975,000          

Departmental Revenue 642,464           454,475           1,568,999          1,568,999        1,690,675       

Miscellaneous 457,010           1,391,744        505,000             505,000           530,000          

Other Financing Sources 3,862,834        2,799,123        600,000             600,000           600,000          

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations 1,531,897        1,066,897        1,983,498          1,983,498        1,806,499       

Total Revenue and Transfers 81,681,876$    84,490,269$    86,623,982$      86,681,295$    91,601,143$   

EXPENDITURES:

General Government 3,586,511$      3,731,096$      4,056,999$        3,994,370$      4,259,339$     

Public Safety 20,596,990      21,422,702      21,206,104        21,178,601      22,600,674     

Public Works 4,618,687        4,328,439        5,541,854          5,536,854        5,982,989       

Public Health and Assistance 14,500             14,500             25,325               25,325             25,325            

Recreation and Senior Center 1,222,941        1,308,154        1,522,581          1,533,081        1,560,921       

Libraries 1,471,571        1,501,002        1,552,709          1,529,215        1,560,039       

Education 40,418,021      40,979,602      43,200,372        43,346,835      44,687,865     

Miscellaneous 2,568,534        2,785,666        3,198,151          3,237,127        3,345,162       

Debt Service 2,979,560        4,443,687        4,717,388          4,717,388        5,508,389       

Municipal Capital Improvements 1,393,032        1,171,827        1,602,499          1,582,499        2,070,440       

Total Expenditures 78,870,347$    81,686,677$    86,623,982$      86,681,295$    91,601,143$   

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND TRANSFERS OVER 

EXPENDITURES INCLUDING RUBS 
2

2,811,529$      2,803,592$      (0)$                     0$                    0$                   

Note:             1.  FY 2022 and 2023 are audited amounts.

2.  RUB = Reappropriated Unexpended Balance

Town of Smithfield

FISCAL YEAR 2025

AND EXPENDITURES ON BUDGETARY BASIS

SUMMARY OF REVENUES, TRANSFERS

GENERAL FUND

EXHIBIT - C
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EXHIBIT D

Appropriated Projected Anticipated

FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2025

MISCELLANEOUS STATE & LOCAL REVENUES

School Aid

State Aid Schools 6,966,851       7,215,401         8,742,214       8,742,214       9,787,396       

State Revenues

School Housing Aid 267,750          2,003,330         1,561,250       1,561,250       2,661,250       

Municipal Incentive Aid -                      40,000              -                      -                      -                      

Payment-in-lieu of Taxes - University/Airport 900,667          954,846            941,869          941,869          1,217,452       

Telephone Tax 258,355          269,260            269,260          269,260          289,652          

Hotel Tax / Meals Tax 1,153,398       1,322,762         1,369,691       1,369,691       1,445,739       

Motor Vehicle Phase-out 3,559,726       7,098,694         7,098,694       7,098,694       7,098,694       

State Tangible Exemptions -                      -                       -                      -                      1,273,503       

Federal Aid

SAFER Grant 196,061          -                       951,300          951,300          1,049,522       

Local - Non-Property Tax Revenue

School Miscellaneous 601,843          607,179            586,548          586,548          622,400          

Departmental Revenue 446,403          454,475            617,699          617,699          641,153          

Local Miscellaneous 123,649          106,251            200,000          200,000          200,000          
Licenses, Fees and Permits 1,276,283       1,133,911         975,000          975,000          975,000          
Impact Fees 75,000            645,975            -                      -                      -                      

Interest on Invested Funds (12,464)           421,286            25,000            25,000            50,000            

Interest on Taxes 270,825          218,232            280,000          280,000          280,000          

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations 1,531,897       1,066,897         1,983,498       1,983,498       1,806,499       

Other Financing Sources

Lease Proceeds 146,537          -                       -                      -                      -                      

Transfers from Fund Balance 3,716,297       2,799,123         600,000          600,000          600,000          

Total Miscellaneous Revenue 21,479,078     26,357,622       26,202,023 26,202,023     29,998,260     

Local Property Tax Revenues

60,202,797     58,132,647       60,421,959 60,332,809 61,602,883     

TOTAL - ACTUAL AND ANTICIPATED 

REVENUES 81,681,876$   84,490,269$     86,623,982$   86,534,832$   91,601,143$   

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

ACTUAL AND ANTICIPATED REVENUES

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - D
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EXHIBIT  E

ANTICIPATED REVENUE -  GENERAL FUND

Miscellaneous State & Local Revenue

State Revenues

School Housing Aid 2,661,250$   

Payment-in-Lieu of Taxes - University & Airport 1,217,452     

Telephone Tax 289,652        

Hotel Tax / Meals Tax 1,445,739     

Motor Vehicle Phase-out 7,098,694     

State Tangible Exemption 1,273,503     

Total - State Revenues: 13,986,290     

Federal Aid

SAFER Grant 1,049,522     

Total - Federal Revenues: 1,049,522       

Local - Non-Property Tax Revenue

Local Miscellaneous - Town 1,316,660     

Local Miscellaneous - School 622,400        

Impact Fees -                

Indirect Cost Transfers from Enterprise Funds 499,493        

Reserve for Future Tax Assessments 600,000        

Interest on Invested Funds 50,000          

Interest on Taxes 280,000        

Total - Local Miscellaneous: 3,368,553       

Total - State & Local Revenues 18,404,365     

Revenue for Capital Expenditures and Operations

Rescue Billing Fund 1,100,000     

Police Capital Equipment Escrow Fund 256,499        

Capital Reserve Fund 450,000        

Total - Capital Expenditures and Operations Revenues 1,806,499       

School Revenues - State Aid

State Aid School 9,787,396       

Local Property Tax Revenues

Local Taxes (Tax Levy) 61,602,883     

TOTAL - ANTICIPATED REVENUE 91,601,143$   

FY 2024 - 2025

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

REVENUE DETAIL SUMMARY

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - E
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EXHIBIT  F

FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025

Dept # Department Actual Actual Appropriation Projected Request Town Manager's B&FRB Budget

010 1 Building Official 462,524            472,515               527,864            486,478            532,101                507,751                 507,751                 

008 2 Treasurer-Tax Collector 696,562            653,905               703,795            673,278            753,467                745,931                 745,931                 

009 3 Tax Assessor 269,559            284,679               303,678            302,678            329,842                327,842                 327,842                 

031 4 Fire Department 10,540,669       11,225,768          11,390,241       11,362,046       12,365,376           12,244,973            12,244,973            

072 5 East Smithfield Library 575,849            587,365               610,859            587,365            731,212                618,189                 618,189                 

071 6 Greenville Library 895,722            913,637               941,850            941,850            974,737                953,152                 941,850                 

074 7 Senior Center Department 453,389            444,755               504,795               504,795            528,509                527,509                 527,509                 

073 8 East Smithfield Neighborhood Center -                        -                           6,465                6,465                6,465                    6,465                     6,465                     

007 9 Planning and Economic Development 211,491            212,927               234,121            234,121            241,840                242,740                 242,740                 

032 10 Police Department 9,828,057         9,963,468            9,556,187         9,556,187         10,182,404           10,102,774            10,102,774            

033 11 Animal Control 228,265            233,467               259,677            260,368            260,807                252,927                 252,927                 

041-044 12 Public Works 4,618,687         4,328,439            5,541,854         5,536,854         6,922,835             5,879,687              5,982,989              

048 13 Parks and Recreation 769,552            863,399               1,011,321         1,021,821         1,064,864             1,026,947              1,026,947              

011 14 Town Engineer 325,237            339,622               396,557            382,280            418,355                415,855                 415,855                 

070 15 School Department 40,418,021       40,979,602       43,200,372       43,346,835    45,636,271        44,687,865         44,687,865         

006 16 Town Clerk 322,391            344,123               416,342            414,318            424,909                424,909                 424,909                 

004 17 Town Manager 443,575            526,683               505,385            505,245            589,558                589,558                 589,558                 

020 18 Town Hall 148,730            129,481               171,536            178,869            177,587                170,205                 170,205                 

016 19 Human Services -                        -                           10,825              10,825              10,825                  10,825                   10,825                   

034 20 Emergency Management Agency 102,752            105,849               120,496            120,496            122,483                122,483                 122,483                 

001, 002 21 Legislative and Policy 563,524            572,817               570,819            590,627            601,384                601,384                 601,384                 

081 22 Town-Aided Programs 60,350              61,300                 63,850              63,850              64,100                  64,100                   64,100                   

060 23 Board of Assessment Review 135                   300                      250                   300                   300                       300                        300                        

053 24 Board of Canvassers 12,423              50,077                 53,350              53,350              50,676                  50,676                   50,676                   

054 25 Conservation Commission 15,994              24,743                 20,730              20,730              27,730                  27,730                   27,730                   

055 26 Economic Development Commission 1,530                2,250                   2,750                2,400                2,400                    2,400                     2,400                     

049 27 Land Trust Commission 4,006                5,296                   11,200              11,200              11,200                  11,200                   11,200                   

051 28 Planning Board 400                   1,000                   1,250                3,000                3,000                    3,000                     3,000                     

057 29 Soil Erosion Committee 250                   300                      875                   500                   875                       875                        875                        

058 30 Board of Affordable Housing 250                   -                        1,500                -                    -                        -                          -                             

057 31 Zoning Board 4,925                4,531                   8,500                8,500                8,500                    8,500                     8,500                     

052 32 Other Boards & Commissions 254                   -                           6,000                6,000                6,000                    6,000                     6,000                     

021 33 System-Wide Municipal Obligations 2,522,684         2,738,866            3,148,801         3,187,777         3,473,165             3,295,562              3,295,562              

090 34 Municipal Debt Service 2,979,560         4,443,687            4,717,388         4,717,388         5,508,389             5,508,389              5,508,389              

099 35 Municipal Capital Improvements 1,393,032         1,171,827            1,602,499         1,582,499         3,355,940             1,820,440              2,070,440              

Total General Fund Expenditures 78,870,347       81,686,677          86,623,982          86,681,295       95,388,103           91,259,143            91,601,143            

1 Smithfield Sewer Authority 3,604,381            3,767,764            4,079,711            3,988,711         4,013,668             4,022,142              4,022,142              

2 Smithfield Water Supply Board 1,768,072            1,782,818            2,240,925            2,240,925         2,301,025             2,303,337              2,303,337              

3 Smithfield Ice Rink 729,444               803,696               778,192               691,158            989,541                989,541                 989,541                 

Total Enterprise Fund Expenditures 6,101,897            6,354,279            7,098,828            6,920,794         7,304,234             7,315,020              7,315,020              

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 84,972,245$        88,040,955$        93,722,810          93,602,089$     102,692,338         98,574,163            98,916,163            

FISCAL YEAR 2025

Town of Smithfield

GENERAL FUND & ENTERPRISE FUNDS

EXPENDITURES - SUMMARY BY DEPARTMENT

EXHIBIT - F
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EXHIBIT  G-1

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Protective Clothing 50,000$         

New Fire Pumper - Engine 1 - Payment 1 of 4 120,000         

Tower Ladder 1 - Payment 2 of 5 156,000         

JAWS Replacement 45,000           

Fire Hose Replacement 16,000           

Roof Replacement 10,000           

CO Meters 22,000           

Station #1 Flooring 15,000           

800 MHz Mobile Radios for Apparatus 18,000           

Stretcher Replacement - Stryker 24,000           

Total Fire Department  476,000$       

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Replace 4 aging Police Vehicles, Payment (1 of 4) 60,000$         

Firearms Transition Program 55,000           

New Variable Message Sign 18,000           

4 - 2022 Cruisers, Payment (3 of 4) 67,918           

4 - 2021 Cruisers, Payment (2 of 4) 43,581           

Taser Replacement, Payment (3 of 5) 12,000           

Total Police Department 256,499$       

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Lease Payment - Heavy Duty Fleet Vehicles (4 of 4) 108,250$       

Lease Payment - Equipment Replacement (2 of 4) 121,500         

Lease Payment - Fleet Replacement (1 of 4) 113,191         

Wash Bay at DPW Facility (DEM Inspection) design and construction 100,000         

Total Public Works Department 442,941$       

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY

Mountaindale Road Culvert Design (Payment 2) 275,000$       

Spencer Street Drainage Bypass 55,000           

Julien Street Culvert Replacement 65,000           

School Capital Reserve Fund 400,000         

Camp Sheppard Lease Payment (3 of 10) 100,000         

Total Legislative and Policy 895,000$       

PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 2,070,440$    

LESS: REVENUE TOWARD PROJECTS

Police Department Equipment Account 256,499$       

Fire Department - Rescue Billing 476,000         

Capital Reserve Fund 450,000         

Total Revenue/Grants Toward Projects 1,182,499$    

TOTAL TAX LEVY UTILIZED FOR PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

LESS REVENUE TOWARDS PROJECTS 887,941$       

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - G
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EXHIBIT H

FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 Amount Percentage

Department Appropriation Projected Requested Town Manager's B&FRB Budget Change Change

1 Building Official 527,864               486,478               532,101                507,751               507,751               (20,113)         -3.81%

2 Treasurer-Tax Collector 703,795               673,278               753,467                745,931               745,931               42,136          5.99%

3 Tax Assessor 303,678               302,678               329,842                327,842               327,842               24,164          7.96%

4 Fire Department 11,390,241          11,362,046          12,365,376           12,244,973          12,244,973          854,733        7.50%

5 East Smithfield Library 610,859               587,365               731,212                618,189               618,189               7,329            1.20%

6 Greenville Library 941,850               941,850               974,737                953,152               941,850               -                    0.00%

7 Senior Center Department 504,795               504,795               528,509                527,509               527,509               22,714          4.50%

8 East Smithfield Neighborhood Center 6,465                   6,465                   6,465                    6,465                   6,465                   -                    0.00%

9 Planning and Economic Development 234,121               234,121               241,840                242,740               242,740               8,619            3.68%

10 Police Department 9,556,187            9,556,187            10,182,404           10,102,774          10,102,774          546,587        5.72%

11 Animal Control 259,677               260,368               260,807                252,927               252,927               (6,750)           -2.60%

12 Public Works 5,541,854            5,536,854            6,922,835             5,879,687            5,982,989            441,135        7.96%

13 Parks and Recreation 1,011,321            1,021,821            1,064,864             1,026,947            1,026,947            15,626          1.55%

14 Town Engineer 396,557               382,280               418,355                415,855               415,855               19,298          4.87%

15 School Department 43,200,372          43,346,835          45,636,271           44,687,865          44,687,865          1,487,493     3.44%

16 Town Clerk 416,342               414,318               424,909                424,909               424,909               8,567            2.06%

17 Town Manager 505,385               505,245               589,558                589,558               589,558               84,173          16.66%

18 Town Hall 171,536               178,869               177,587                170,205               170,205               (1,332)           -0.78%

19 Human Services 10,825                 10,825                 10,825                  10,825                 10,825                 0                   0.00%

20 Emergency Management Agency 120,496               120,496               122,483                122,483               122,483               1,987            1.65%

21 Legislative and Policy 570,819               590,627               601,384                601,384               601,384               30,565          5.35%

22 Town-Aided Programs 63,850                 63,850                 64,100                  64,100                 64,100                 250               0.39%

23 Board of Assessment Review 250                      300                      300                       300                      300                      50                 20.00%

23 Board of Canvassers 53,350                 53,350                 50,676                  50,676                 50,676                 (2,674)           -5.01%

23 Conservation Commission 20,730                 20,730                 27,730                  27,730                 27,730                 7,000            33.77%

23 Economic Development Commission 2,750                   2,400                   2,400                    2,400                   2,400                   (350)              -12.73%

23 Land Trust Commission 11,200                 11,200                 11,200                  11,200                 11,200                 -                    0.00%

23 Planning Board 1,250                   3,000                   3,000                    3,000                   3,000                   1,750            140.00%

29 Soil Erosion Committee 875                      500                      875                       875                      875                      -                    0.00%

30 Board of Affordable Housing 1,500                   -                           -                           -                           -                           (1,500)           -100.00%

31 Zoning Board 8,500                   8,500                   8,500                    8,500                   8,500                   -                    0.00%

32 Other Boards & Commissions 6,000                   6,000                   6,000                    6,000                   6,000                   -                    0.00%

33 System-Wide Municipal Obligations 3,148,801            3,187,777            3,473,165             3,295,562            3,295,562            146,761        4.66%

34 Municipal Debt Service 4,717,388            4,717,388            5,508,389             5,508,389            5,508,389            791,001        16.77%

35 Municipal Capital Improvements 1,602,499            1,582,499            3,355,940             1,820,440            2,070,440            467,941        29.20%

Total General Fund Expenditures 86,623,982          86,681,295          95,388,103           91,259,143          91,601,143          4,977,161     5.75%

1 Smithfield Sewer Authority 4,079,711            3,988,711            4,013,668             4,022,142            4,022,142            (57,569)         -1.41%

2 Smithfield Water Supply Board 2,240,925            2,240,925            2,301,025             2,303,337            2,303,337            62,412          2.79%

3 Smithfield Ice Rink 778,192               691,158               989,541                989,541               989,541               211,349        27.16%

Total Enterprise Fund Expenditures 7,098,827            6,920,794            7,304,233             7,315,020            7,315,020            216,192        3.05%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 93,722,809$        93,602,089$        102,692,337         98,574,163$        98,916,163$        5,193,353     5.54%

Town of Smithfield

OPERATING EXPENDITURES BY DEPARTMENT

GENERAL FUND & ENTERPRISE FUNDS

COMPARISON OF FY 2024 APPROPRIATED AND FY 2025 PROPOSED

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - H
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EXHIBIT  I

Cash, Investments, and cash equivalents 20,474,910$      
Property taxes receivable 1,629,325          
Due from other funds, entities and intergovernmental receivable 12,871,351        

TOTAL ASSETS 34,975,586$      

Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 3,112,659$        
Due to other funds and intergovernmental payable 16,934,299        
Other Liabilities 468,436             

Total Liabilities 20,515,394        

Deferred Inflow of Resources:

Unavailable tax and fee revenue 701,318             

Fund Balance:

Non-spendable 889,340             
Committed 5,939,625          
Unassigned 6,929,909          

Total Fund Balance 13,758,874        

TOTAL LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOW OF RESOURCES, 

AND FUND BALANCE 34,975,586$      

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOW, AND FUND BALANCE

ASSETS

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

BALANCE SHEET

FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023

EXHIBIT - I
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EXHIBIT  J

Budget Fiscal 2025 % Fiscal 2024 % $ Change %Change

Municipal Budget 41,404,889$   45.2% 38,706,223$   44.7% 2,698,666$   6.97%

Debt Service 1,284,942       1.4% 1,565,297       1.8% (280,355)       -17.91%

Total Municipal 42,689,831$   46.6% 40,271,520$   46.5% 2,418,311$   6.01%

School Budget 44,687,865$   48.8% 43,200,372$   49.9% 1,487,493$   3.44%

Debt Service 4,223,447       4.6% 3,152,091       3.6% 1,071,356     33.99%

Total School 48,911,312$   53.4% 46,352,463$   53.5% 2,558,849$   5.52%

Operating Budget 86,092,754$   94.0% 81,906,595$   94.6% 4,186,159$   5.11%

Debt Service 5,508,389       6.0% 4,717,388       5.4% 791,001        16.77%

Total Budget 91,601,143$   100.0% 86,623,983$   100.0% 4,977,160$   5.75%

Town of Smithfield
Summary of Debt Service to General Fund Expenditures

(Gross of Outside Revenue)

EXHIBIT - J
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EXHIBIT  K

Unassigned Fund Balance June 30, 2023 6,929,909$         

Capital

Land Trust Reserve Fund

Fund Balance as of June 30, 2023 608,878$         1,241,153$      

Fiscal Year '24 Designated Contributions -                       -                       

Fund Balance Available 608,878           1,241,153        

Fiscal Year 2024 Expenditures -                       (400,000)          

Estimated Cash Balance June 30, 2024 608,878$         841,153$         

Fiscal Year Proposed 2025 Expenditures -                       (450,000)          

Estimated Fund Balance June 30, 2025 608,878$         391,153$         

Town of Smithfield
Charter Amendment Balances

Fiscal Year 2025

EXHIBIT - K
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Payment

Date Principal Total

Town
7/15/2024 1.029% 16,543                16,543                   

1/15/2025 575,000              1.029% 16,543                591,543                 

608,087                 

7/15/2024 5.00% 34,725                34,725                   

1/15/2025 205,000              5.00% 34,725                239,725                 

274,450                 

11/15/2024 5.00% 72,563                72,563                   

5/15/2025 300,000              5.00% 72,563                372,563                 

445,125                 

9/1/2024 305,000              4.00% 51,753                356,753                 

3/1/2025 4.00% 45,653                45,653                   

402,405                 

11/15/2024 5.00% 626,000              626,000                 

5/15/2025 1,270,000           5.00% 626,000              1,896,000              

2,522,000              

9/1/2024 1,100,000           2.09% 84,733                1,184,733              

3/1/2025 2.09% 71,588                71,588                   

1,256,322              

Total Debt Service 3,755,000$         1,753,389$         5,508,389$            

Sewer *  

$560K RI Clean Water Finance Bonds 9/1/2024 37,007                1.03% 293                     37,300                   

37,300                   

9/1/2024 191,700              2.25% 28,947                220,647                 

3/1/2025 2.25% 26,312                26,312                   

246,959                 

9/1/2024 168,450              2.00% 24,206                192,656                 

3/1/2025 2.00% 22,101                22,101                   

214,757                 

Total Sewer Debt Service 397,157$            101,859$            499,016$               

Water *  

9/1/2024 107,783              2.21% 41,839                149,622                 

3/1/2025 2.21% 40,486                40,486                   

190,109                 

Total Water Debt Service 107,783$            82,325$              190,109$               

Total Municipal Debt Service 4,259,940$         1,937,573$         6,197,513$            

$3.00 Water System Revenue Bonds

* Water Bonds are budgeted in Water Fund

$6.075 GO 9/16

$35.985 GO 9/21

$6.618 RIIB 12/22 

$4.0 RI Clean Water Finance Bonds

$3.37 RI Clean Water Finance Bonds

* Sewer Bonds are budgeted in Sewer Fund

$4.375 GO 12/15

Municipal Debt Service

7/1/2024 - 6/30/2025

Interest

$4.355 GO  11/20 (Refunded 11A & 12B)

$2.050 GO 11/20 (Refunded 2011A)
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MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
Date: Monday, April 29, 2024 
Place: Smithfield Town Hall 
Time: 6:00 P.M. 
  

Present:            
   Town Council President T. Michael Lawton (excused) 
  Town Council Vice President Michael P. Iannotti  
   Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff (excused) 
                       Town Council Member Rachel S. Toppi  
   Town Council Member John J. Tassoni, Jr.   
  Town Manager Randy R. Rossi 
   Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone (excused) 
   Town Clerk Lyn M. Antonuccio  
 
  Town Planner Michael Phillips 
  Project Manager for Weston & Sampson Ashley Sweet 

  
 
 
A. Vice President Iannotti calls the Monday, April 29, 2024 Smithfield Town Council Work Session 
to order at 6:00 P.M. 

  
B. Discussion Items:  
 

A. Presentation and discussion of 2023 Land Use Legislative Amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance by Weston & Sampson ( 

 

Project Manager for Weston & Sampson Ashley Sweet explains the following: They were hired to assist 
the Town with drafting updates to the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations. Town Planner 
Phillips was able to secure funding through RI Housing to do this, therefore, there is no cost to the Town.   

The changes that have been before the Planning Board will eventually be before the council at a public 
hearing, are a result of legislation in the 2023 session. There were approximately ten (10) bills that resulted 
in changes to the enabling legislation for both subdivisions and zoning, which will require changes on the 
local level. She has been working with the Planning Board and Zoning Board to update the local Subdivision 
Regulations and Zoning Ordinance to be compliant with the changes made to the state law.  
 
Tonight there are a portion of the amendments that have been reviewed by the Planning Board and will be 
sent to the council for consideration at a public hearing.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there will be more amendments. Ms. Sweet states that there will be 
more amendments, and the way they have approached this is to break the amendments into two (2) tiers. 
Tonight she will be discussing Tier I. Ms. Sweet further states that the amendments have been sectioned 
off based on what the legislation was requiring and if there was any ability for the municipality to have any 
decision making within the parameters of what was to be implemented.   
 
Ms. Sweet also states that those were taken first because when the Town could not rely on state law, she 
wanted to ensure, as quickly as possible, the Town had the local ordinance regulations that were compliant, 
and where there was to ability to make a decision, she wanted the Town to be able to do so.     
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Ms. Sweet explains that Tier 2 will finish the rest of the requirements and those are instances where there 
is no opportunity for the Town to make a decision or to deviate from the state law in any way. While those 
are not in the local code, there is no consequence to the municipality because state law will be relied on. 
Ms. Sweet further explains that because state law does not give the Town flexibility, it does not matter 
nearly as much if it is not in the local code.  
 
Member Toppi questions if Ms. Sweet will know where the flexibility was. Ms. Sweet states that she will 
explain to the members where the flexibility is.  

Vice President Iannotti states that he assumes that some or many of these amendments are inconsistent 
with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Vice President Iannotti further states that he reviewed the state 
statute, which sounds very specific. Vice President Iannotti cites the following:  

“A zoning ordinance, and all amendments to it, must be consistent with the city or town’s comprehensive 
plan, as described in chapter 22.2 of this title, and provide for the implementation of the city or town 
comprehensive plan. 

“A zoning ordinance adopted or amended during the pendency of the approval of a municipality’s 
comprehensive plan must be consistent with that plan, until the zoning ordinance is brought into full 
compliance with the Comprehensive Plan”. 

Vice President Iannotti questions if the Town is violating this statue by doing these amendments without 
first amending the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Ms. Sweet states that the state enabling legislation says that your Zoning Ordinance shall be consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan, however, the state is mandating certain mandates under zoning that are 
inconsistent with municipalities’ Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Sweet further states that the state empowers 
you to have zoning, and you cannot have zoning without them granting you the ability to have zoning.   
 
Ms. Sweet explains that the General Assembly has created a situation where the enabling legislation will 
drive the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and its content. Ms. Sweet further explains that in order to implement 
the zoning, which you must have, the Town would then have to go back and review where the 
inconsistencies are, and theoretically, change those inconsistencies.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that it is like “they are holding a gun to our head”, and it is in the best interest 
of the Town to adopt it or otherwise we will be at their mercy.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there is a plan to review the Comprehensive Plan once this is done.  
Ms. Sweet states that she does not know what the Planning Board is looking to do, as this is not under her 
mandate.   
 
Member Tassoni questions if Ms. Sweet has heard “grumblings” about cities/towns filing law suits. Ms. 
Sweet states that there are “grumblings”, but she is not aware of any lawsuits.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions when the legislation is passed would Ms. Sweet’s project be extended.  
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Ms. Sweet explains that what Planner Phillips applied for was the 2023 legislation, and the 2024 legislation 
would enact further amendments, in addition to amending some of 2023 legislation. Ms. Sweet further 
explains that will most likely be things that they have drafted that the Town will have to make amendments 
to.   
 
Member Tassoni questions the grant amount that Planner Phillips applied for. Planner Phillips states the 
grant was for approximately $70,000. Member Tassoni suggests adding this to the budget before it is 
approved in case this needs to be done again. Planner Phillips states the next set of changes are not as 
“sweeping”.  
 
Member Tassoni states that if the Town is unable to get further funding from the RI Foundation, the Town 
will have to split the bill. It is Member Tassoni’s recommendation to put money aside in case it is needed.  
 
Ms. Sweet reviews the following amendments with the members.   
 
Nonconforming Lots – State Law 
 
Requires that all dimensionally nonconforming lots are granted an automatic proportional reduction of the 
dimensional standard based on the amount of nonconformity by size. 
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: A nonconforming lot is a lot by dimension, which does not conform to 
the dimensional requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.  
 
Example: 10,000 sf lot in a 20,000-sf minimum zoning district is granted a 50% reduction for the 
dimensional requirements and a 50% increase to the lot coverage minimum. 
 
Inversely, the lot coverage is proportionally increased.   
 
Member Toppi questions who this benefits. Ms. Sweet states that this would benefit property owners 
because they have nonconforming lots.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions what would happen if it goes right to the edge of a lot. Ms. Sweet states 
that there is no minimum, and the only thing that would institute a minimum would be the Building Code 
or Fire Code. 
 
Member Toppi questions what the “con” to this legislation is. Ms. Sweet explains that in districts where 
there are many undersized lots, you will potentially get structures close to the property line.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions this amendment eliminating zoning. Planner Phillips explains that in these 
types of instances, it will reduce the number of applicants having to appear before the Zoning Board. 
Planner Phillips further explains that the approval can be done administratively.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if someone would still need to apply if it can be approved administratively. 
Ms. Sweet states that someone would need to apply for a building permit, but would not need to appear 
before the Zoning Board.  
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Merger Provision  
 
Requires that for all merger provisions there be a clause that lots shall not be required to be merged when 
the substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent of the lots within 
200 feet of the subject lot. 
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: If there are two (2) lots that are nonconforming, and at least one (1) is 
undeveloped, and in the same ownership, the lots will merge for the purposes of zoning. The lot lines do 
not disappear, the land evidence records do not change, and the Tax Assessor still has two (2) lots. The lots 
cannot be used independently. This a provision placed in many zoning ordinances as a mechanism to move 
those lots to be more conforming when the same person owned two (2) or more lots in a district. They have 
changed the merger in the state law to say that you cannot merge those lots anymore if 50% of the lots 
within 200’ of the subject lot are greater or equal to the size of the lot in question.    
 
Member Toppi feels “packing in the houses” is where this is going. Ms. Sweet explains that you cannot do 
this anymore unless you can prove that less than 50% of those lots are not consistent with your lot size.  
 
Member Toppi states this is essentially telling people what they can/cannot do with their own property. Ms. 
Sweet states this benefits the property owner, because the property owner that could not previously use 
those lots independently now have the opportunity to prove that they can if they are relatively consistent 
with the lot sizes of those located within 200’.  
 
Ms. Sweet further states that there is a circumstance where it is not good for the property owner; it is those 
property owners that sold those lots to people who knew this bill was coming.  Ms. Sweet also states this is 
retroactively putting those lots back in play as buildable lots.  
 
 Member Tassoni states that he did not think that you could not retro anything like that.  
 
Ms. Sweet explains that typically you cannot retro, however, this is an awkward circumstance where you 
do not have to go back and physically do anything to undo those mergers. Ms. Sweet further explains that 
she is aware of some municipalities that are issuing building permits for lots that were previously merged.  
 
Member Toppi questions if this benefiting the developer as well. Ms Sweet states that this does benefit the 
development because when there is ambiguity in the law, it is typically held in favor of the property owner.  
 
Ms Sweet explains that there were questions about how this could be proven, therefore, a requirement has 
been added to the ordinance: The applicant must provide a survey that is stamped and signed by a 
registered engineer or land surveyor. 
 
Member Toppi questions if this is the property owner’s responsibility. Ms. Sweet confirms that is the owner 
responsibility. Ms. Sweet reminds the members that this is not in the local law, however, it has been written 
into our local regulations, and the burden is on the property owner to prove the lots cannot be merged.   
 
Adaptive Reuse  
 

 Mandates adaptive reuse as a by right use in all zoning districts. 
 Sets a minimum mandatory density for adaptive reuse projects 
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Ms. Sweet explains the following: There has been considerable conversations with the Planning Board 
about adaptive reuse. This is a change in the enabling legislation that mandates that what they are calling 
“adaptive reuse” is a use permitted “by right” in all zoning districts. Adaptive reuse is the conversion of 
any nonresidential structure into a structure that houses at least 50% of the floor area as residential units 
(shopping mall, strip mall, school, church, hospital). Anything that is not residentially used.  
 
Member Toppi questions if this is the same as “mixed use”. Ms. Sweet states that it is not required to be 
mixed use if it were a school, 100% of the building could be converted. You cannot convert less than 50%, 
therefore, you do not have to have a commercial component.    
 
Member Tassoni questions if this affects any building or planning that are currently in effect. Ms. Sweet 
states that she is not sure because the mandate does not set any kind of parameters around what “existing 
structure” means. Member Tassoni feels this will open up “Pandora’s Box”. 
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if industrial activity is allowed in a residential area. Vice President 
Iannotti also questions if health/safety restrictions can be placed on this. Ms. Sweet states that to some 
degree yes, however, the Town would have to have a strong argument showing there was a negative impact.  
Ms. Sweet further states that the way this has been written, adaptive reuse project will go before the 
Planning Board, and the Planning Board has those health/safety/welfare requirements in their regulations 
already. The Planning Board must make “finding of fact” on those, therefore, if there is a legitimate issue 
and there is information supporting that position, the Planning Board could potentially deny a project.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that there is longer a Housing Advisory Board, and a single judge has been 
assigned to these cases.   
 
Ms. Sweet reminds the members the decisions of the Administrative Officer used to the go the Zoning 
Board for an appeal but will now go directly to court.  
 
Member Tassoni states that not only will this effect building, it will also effect the school system because 
there will be more families and more children.  
 
Member Toppi questions what the Planning Board’s discerning power has been reduced to. Ms. Sweet 
explains that their standards are not changing in terms of what they are making their decisions based on, 
but there has been a significant shift in authority from the Planning Board, who used to hear subdivision 
applications. Ms. Sweet further explains that this responsibility has now shifted to the Administrative 
Officer. Ms. Sweet also explains that if roads are not being created, up to nine (9) lots can be approved 
administratively without a public meeting.  
 
Member Tassoni questions who oversees the Administrative Officer. Ms. Sweet states that the 
Administrative Officer is overseen by the Town Manager.  
 
Member Toppi states that the Planning Board’s responsibilities have been reduced. Ms. Sweet explains that 
it has both increased and decreased because some applications for development will now go to the 
Administrative Officer and the Zoning Board has lost control of Dimensional Variances and Special Use 
Permits that are tied to a development application. The Planning Board now issues Dimensional Variances 
and Special Use Permits.  
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Planning Board Member Michael Moan explains that the Speaker of the House says that the bar has been 
lowered for approval for many of these projects.  
 
Planner Phillips states that Massachusetts, and other states, also gives the authority to the Administrative 
Officer if no roads are being created.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that with an administrative approval, there is no opportunity for public input 
because it will not go before any board.  
 
Ms. Sweet states the following: It will be interesting to see what will happen because there is an appeal 
period. Under the old law public notice was given, a hearing was held and a decision was rendered. The 
decision was recorded and posted, therefore, people were aware. The law says you have twenty (20) days 
from the date of the posting to appeal. If this is happening administratively, no one will know it has 
happened. The twenty (20) days would lapse, a building permit will get issued, and no one will know what 
is happening.     
 
Vice President Iannotti feels like they making our government more opaque and everything done in secret, 
and that is the purpose. Ms. Sweet states that the state is saying this is to produce housing.  
 
Member Toppi questions if there is a way to create a system of open applications or is that an invasion of 
privacy. Vice President Iannotti states it is not privacy because if someone is filing an application it is 
public. Vice President Iannotti suggests putting the current applications on the Town’s website. Member 
Toppi is in favor of this. Ms. Sweet states that once an application is filed, it becomes a public document.   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions notifying abutters. Ms. Sweet advises the council to check with the 
solicitor, however, when there are requirements for notice, the notice is on the applicant. When there is no 
notice requirement, you cannot force an applicant to pay for the notice. There is nothing in the law that 
states the Town couldn’t generate your own notice. Member Toppi and Vice President Iannotti are in favor 
of this.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that in the adaptive reuse ordinance proposal there is a provision that the 
density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public health and safety 
standards. Vice President Iannotti further states that this seems to give the Planning Board the opportunity 
to deny an application if there are health/safety issues.   
 
Member Toppi questions if there is a specific definition of health/safety issues within the state law. Ms. 
Sweet states she is not aware of a definition; it is on a case by case basis.  
 
Ms. Sweet further states with some luck, the adaptive reuse the enabling law will change because the density 
provision makes no sense and is not well worded. 
 
UDR, DPR, and LDP 
 

 Requires Unified Development Review (UDR) (was previously optional) 
 Changes how Development Plan Review (DPR) is conducted creating two 

types (administrative and formal) 
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 Created a standard definition for what qualifies as a Land Development 
Project (LDP) (previously up to the municipality) 

 
Unified Development Review (UDR) 
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: Unified Development Review (UDR) was already on the books 
previously, and it was optional. Now this is mandatory. When you have a land development project that 
needs a Variance or Special use permit, you no longer go before the Zoning Board. The applicant would 
stay with the Zoning Board, and they give the applicant, either or both, a Variance or Special Use Permit 
as part of a Unified Development Review along with the approval for the land use project.  
 
Member Toppi states that they use these terms to make it “sound like a good thing”.  
 
Ms. Sweet states that there are benefits to (UDR), it replaces what was called “Precedence of Approval”. 
Ms. Sweet further states that “Precedence of Approval” was when an applicant went to the Planning Board 
for the first stage of approval, then before the Zoning Board to ask for a Variance or Special Use Permit. 
Ms. Sweet also states the applicant would then have to return to the Planning Board.  
 
Ms. Sweet reminds the members that if the Zoning Board did not grant the application, the project was 
unable to go forward unless the applicant appealed the decision. Ms. Sweet feels that “bouncing back and 
forth” was not the most efficient way to do this.  
 
Ms. Sweet explains that the challenge of UDR is you are now asking a Planning Board to “wear the hat” of 
a Zoning Board, and those boards operate differently, and there will be a learning curve.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there was an application submitted prior to January 1, 2024 would the 
applicant have the right to UDR if the application has not yet been heard. Ms. Sweet believes this will 
depend on at which point the Town considers an application vested. Ms. Sweet explains that if the 
application was vested under the old language, the applicant could withdraw and resubmit. Ms. Sweet 
further explains if the application is not vested, the applicant would have the benefit of UDR.  
 
Development Plan Review (DPR)                  
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: Development Plan Review (DPR) was given to the Town because one 
(1) of the accidental drafting sections was that it made DPR mandatory under the Zoning Ordinance. The 
Zoning Enabling Act used to say “may” implement. The Subdivision Enabling Act still says “may 
implement”. These were changed accidently; the Zoning Enabling Act says “shall have DPR”. It has 
changed DPR significantly and was loosely defined in state law. Anyone that did have it, everyone did it 
differently. The state changed DPR to make it consistent with everywhere that wanted to have it, however, 
they have made it almost identical to minor land development.  
 
It is her understanding the “shall” in the Enabling Act will be changed back to “may”. Other minor changes 
will be made to help differentiate DPR from the minor land development process.  
 
The only benefit to DPR is that it can be assigned to formal development plan review, which can be assigned 
to the Planning Board.  
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Currently there are two (2) types of DPR: Administrative, which goes to the Administrative Officer (one- 
step process) and formal which can go to the Planning Board or the Technical Review Committee (two- 
step process that identically mirrors minor land development).  
 
Land Development Project (LDP) 

Ms. Sweet explains the following: Land Development Project (LDP) existed before, was either minor or 
major, and it was determined by the municipality what triggers minor/major for land development only. 
In that a minor land development could not be residential in nature. A minor land development has a list 
of approximately seven (7) items that classify what a minor land development is. A minor land 
development is 7,500 sq. ft. or less of commercial, 2,500 sq. ft. of commercial and six (6) residential 
units. All of the items go to the Administrative Officer for review and approval, as long as a Variance.  
Special Use Permit or street creation is not needed. If either of those is needed, the application must go to 
the Planning Board. Street creation is mostly associated with subdivisions.    

The most important change coming from the definition is that the Town will have commercial applications 
of 7,500 sq. ft. or less that will only go to the Administrative Officer. These applications will no longer go 
before the Planning Board and not be decided at a public meeting.  
 
All three (3) of these have been enabled in the Zoning Ordinance. A section was created that enables UDR, 
DPR, and LDP and sends the user of any of these processes into the subdivision regulations for how the 
process works and what the standards are.  
 
Member Tassoni questions if the council should take action on what is in front of them today or wait until 
the “gauntlet” falls again in June 2024.  
 
Ms. Sweet states that other municipalities have grappled with this question as they are in the middle of 
getting the 2023 items done, now that we know enough about it, we know what is coming our way. Ms. 
Sweet further states this is a policy decision for the Town to make because if you do not implement what 
is in front of you, the Town will be somewhat exposed because those local regulations won’t exist.  Ms. 
Sweet also states that the Town would have to argue that something already in the Zoning Ordinance applies 
although it does not specifically states that it applies. Ms. Sweet is fairly certain that some of this will be 
changed.   
 
Member Tassoni asks Attorney Ursillo for his legal opinion. Attorney Ursillo states that the Town needs to 
make some of these adoptions now to limit that exposure.  
 
Member Tassoni questions if the Town should “tackle” all of it or just some that Attorney Ursillo suggests. 
Attorney Ursillo states that the Town could adopt just certain items. Attorney Ursillo suggests adopting all 
changes to cover the Town. Attorney Ursillo states that the items can be “tweaked” and language can be 
added, but you do not want to leave the Town exposed by an application falling through a legal crack.  
 
Ms. Sweet states that the Town would have to look at the time and energy of going through a public hearing.  
 
Member Tassoni states that the general public will not be aware of what is happening, and he is in favor of 
a public hearing.  
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Vice President Iannotti reminds the members that there must be a public hearing to hear the amendments.   
 
Member Tassoni states that he is aware of a public hearing for the amendments, however, he is in favor of 
a public hearing for projects.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that unless it states we cannot have a public hearing, we want to have public 
notice.  
 
Ms. Sweet reminds the members that there is a distinction between a public hearing and public notice. Ms. 
Sweet states the Town is leading themselves into dangerous territory if they are requiring a public hearing 
when they have no authority to do so, however, if the Town wants to take it upon itself to put out a public 
notice, you should probably be okay. Ms. Sweet further states that if the Town decides to publicize their 
applications that are pending, it is within your purview to do that.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there was language stating that a public hearing was only held at the 
Master Plan stage, then the Preliminary Stage. Vice President Iannotti states that there was notice that was 
going out, however, there was no public hearing.  
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: There were two (2) changes related to that, and those changes are in the 
subdivision regulations. There was a change to the Comprehensive Permit law that eliminated Master Plan. 
On a regular, conventional application, the public hearing at the Preliminary Plan stage. There were two (2) 
types of meetings, a public information meeting at the Master Plan stage, which is not a public hearing, and 
a public hearing at the Preliminary Plan stage.  A public information meeting is no longer a type of meeting. 
The public hearing happens at the Master Plan stage.  For a Comprehensive Permit for the development of 
low/moderate income housing, there is no Master Plan.  
 
Member Toppi questions if the Chair of the Planning Board wanted to allow someone to make a comment, 
and it is not a public hearing, this would be at his discretion. Ms. Sweet states that she has never seen a 
Planning Board deny the audience the ability to speak on an application.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the presenting of witnesses or evidence. Ms. Sweet explains that there is 
nothing saying that they cannot.  
 
Planning Board Chair James D’Ambra states that if someone gives there opinion, that is not considered 
evidence. Member D’Ambra further states that evidence is more concrete that can be used in the decision-
making process.  
 
Member Toppi feels that this seems subjective. Ms. Sweet states that we are all doing our best to interpret 
the language that was written and then writing the local regulations. Ms. Sweet further states the following: 
sometimes with controversial developments a neighborhood group that organizes themselves, hire an 
attorney, and expert witnesses, to come in during Preliminary Plan. Once the project is engineered, and they 
have a good idea of what is happening, they present testimony through expert witnesses and an attorney. 
You have now taken that public hearing stage and moved it from the place in which you have “hard 
engineering and design” to a conceptual level. The witness is testifying on a concept not hard engineering.  
 
Member Toppi states that, essentially, there are ways around it.  
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Vice President Iannotti states that if the Planning Board requires a Traffic Report, the Master Plan stage is 
approved with conditions, because the Traffic Report is presented during the Preliminary Plan stage. Vice 
President Iannotti further states, that for example, the Traffic Report states that only one (1) car per year 
can go down this road, no one is able to bring in evidence to contest that. Ms. Sweet does not know that 
exact answer to that, however, she feels it will present a problem.  
 
Member Toppi states that no one can stop someone from emailing a Planning Board member with evidence 
beforehand. Ms. Sweet states that the Planning Board is supposed to weigh the evidence according to how 
that evidence comes to them, and the weight of that evidence can be altered depending on who says it.  
 
Ms. Sweet further states that she was told that the logic in moving the public hearing from the Preliminary 
Plan stage to the Master Plan stage was to get public input earlier.  
 
Vice President Iannotti feels that it makes these projects almost impossible to contest, and the state law sets 
out a process for abutters to contest these projects, yet they have no due process or proceeding to create a 
record to go to the Superior Court.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there could be constitutional issues with this. Vice President Iannotti 
thinks that maybe a community should let people testify and present evidence, the developer will challenge 
it leading to Superior Court. Vice President Iannotti feels that a court would have the opportunity to say 
this is not due process that people are entitled to.  
 
Ms. Sweet thinks the legal fallout from this will be circling for a couple of years before there are answers 
to many of these questions.    
 
Vice President Iannotti suggests adding to our ordinance, and have someone challenge it. Ms. Sweet states 
that this is an approach she has seen.  
 
Vice President Iannotti feels that as elected officials, they should not be voting to approve ordinances that 
are taking people’s rights away. Member Toppi agrees with this.  
 
Vice President Iannotti reminds the members that we have a Constitution and a State Constitution that 
supersedes what the General Assembly does.  
 
Member Toppi feels that the council has to “put their foot down” somewhere.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that the council is put in a position and is being forced for things that they 
oppose.  
 
Modifications:  
 
Ms. Sweet explains the following: The Zoning Enforcement Officer is to grant reductions to the 
dimensional requirements. This is a provision that the Town has in its ordinance already. This was 
optional previously. The law mandates that the Town 15%, and the ordinance permits 25%. The 25% has 
been retained. The comment process had to be reduced from thirty (30) to fourteen (14) days as a result in 
the change in the law.      
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The standards that the Zoning Enforcement Officer makes his decision on has changed slightly, and permits 
a modification of 5% or less without a public notice. The process now is if a modification is needed over 
5%, but less than 25% of the dimensional standard, the applicant goes to the Zoning Official, and there is a 
mailing that is sent to abutters notifying them of the request for a dimensional variance. The abutters have 
fourteen (14) days to comment. If no comments are received, the Zoning Official can grant the modification 
based on the standards in the law. If there is a response to the notice, it will automatically “kick” the 
application to the Zoning Board. With respect to the process, there is no change.  Modifications are now 
mandatory at 15%. It has reduced the comment period from thirty (30) days to fourteen (14) days, and 
slightly altered the decision-making parameters for the Zoning Official. At 5% or less, no notices to abutters 
are required.    
 
Vice President Iannotti states that the prior reading of the ordinance was that the official had to find that 
the modification requested was in harmony with the purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance. Ms. Sweet states that can be taken out.  
 
Vice President Iannotti further states the adopting of this is another violation of the other RI General Laws 
regarding consistency with the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Member Toppi questions what 5% looks like. Planner Phillips states that is a dimensional setback.  
 
Ms. Sweet explains that the modification applies to anything that is dimensional in nature (side, front, rear 
setbacks, height, and lot coverage). Ms. Sweet reminds the members that if a lot is already undersized, the 
applicant will get an automatic reduction, therefore, a modification may not be needed. Ms. Sweet also 
reminds the members that if a nonconforming lot reduction still does not get the applicant to what is needed, 
then a modification can be requested.   
 
Member Toppi questions each one of these plays off of each other by giving an advantage to another. Ms. 
Sweet states that is certainly true with the modifications and the nonconforming lots because they are 
connected.  
 
Member Toppi questions who benefits the most with these changes. Ms. Sweet explains the changes benefit 
the property owner or developer, and in some cases, both depending on the situation.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the objective criteria that goes into the Special Use Permits, and if the 
Town will be doing that in the future. Planner Phillips explains that time will be needed to review this 
because some may be considered permitted uses and affecting some of the Town’s growth areas. Planner 
Phillips questions if the council will be proceeding with the public hearing for these amendments.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that he would like to see, if the members agree, adding a public hearing 
requirement in the Preliminary Plan stage although state law does not allow for it. Vice President Iannotti 
feels there may be constitutional issues by not giving people the opportunity to give a record. Ms. Sweet 
states that would be added to the subdivision regulations, and that is the purview of the Planning Board 
because they adopt their own regulations.  
 
Chair D’Ambra states that he does not have a problem adding that language, however, he would like an 
opinion from the solicitor.  
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Vice President Iannotti states that he thinks this would be overturned in Superior Court, and there is no 
record, the court will not be able to rule/decide if there is no record.   
 
Vice President Iannotti states that he would like the amendments to be broken down in a logical manner to 
not have one (1) vote on everything, and this will allow for the public to voice their concerns for specific 
sections, and the council can address them individually. Vice President Iannotti suggests separate agenda 
items, however, he is not opposed to having one (1) advertisement with all amendments listed.  
 
Member Toppi feels this is good practice in general.    
 
Motion to adjourn is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, to adjourn the work 
session.  Motion is approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote. 
 

        Meeting adjourns at 7:35 p.m. 

_____________________________ 

Town Clerk 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SEE EXECUTIVE 
SESSION ENVELOPE 

 



MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 
Place: Smithfield Town Hall 
Time:  05:45 P.M. 
  

Present:            
   Town Council President T. Michael Lawton 
  Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff  
  Town Council Member Michael P. Iannotti  
                       Town Council Member Rachel S. Toppi  
   Town Council Member John J. Tassoni, Jr.   
  Town Manager Randy R. Rossi 
   Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone  
   Town Clerk Lyn M. Antonuccio 
 
 

I. President Lawton calls the Tuesday, April 2, 2024 Smithfield Town Council   
Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
At 5:45 p.m., a motion was made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, to 
convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Existing Litigation, 1:20-cv-00543-MSM-PAS; 
Joseph Ricci and Custom Construction Services, LLC. v. Town of Smithfield, et al. 
 
President Lawton reports that one vote was taken in executive session with a vote of 5/0 in favor 
to authorize DeSisto Law to reach an agreement with Joseph Ricci and Custom Construction 
Services in case 1:20-cv-00543-MSM-PAS.    
 

II. President Lawton offers a prayer.  
 

III.    Salute to the flag.  
 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

V. Presentations:  

A. Smithfield Youth Council 

The Smithfield Youth Council updates the Town Council on their past and present 
events/fundraisers (see attached documentation).  
 

B. Special Recognition - Adel Cabral 

Member Tassoni explains the following:  Mr. Cabral has provided thirty-five years of teaching 
math, outstanding service, and enthusiastic leadership to the Smithfield High School students. Mr. 
Cabral the prestigious Amedeo “Mack” DeRobbio Lifetime Contribution Award by the State of 
Rhode Island and the Rhode Island Mathematics Teachers Association. Mr. Cabral is presented 
with a Certificate of Recognition from the Town Council.   
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VI. Minutes: 
 

A. Move that the minutes of the April 2, 2024 executive session meeting 
held pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); 
Potential Litigation be approved as recorded and sealed. 

 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the minutes of the 
April 2, 2024 executive session meeting minutes be approved as recorded and sealed. 
 

B. Move that the minutes of the April 2, 2024 open session meeting be 
approved as recorded. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the minutes of the 
April 2, 2024 open session be approved as recorded. Motion is approved by a 5/0 vote.  
 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 
reappointments: None 

 
VIII. Public Hearings:  

 
A. Schedule a public hearing on June 4, 2024 to consider and act upon 

amendments to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 11 entitled “Boards and 
Commissions sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael 
P. Iannotti. 

 
Member Toppi explains the following: This ordinance came about after seeing a post on social 
media from another councilwoman in another RI city who posted that she was proposing this 
ordinance. She felt it was a great idea and in line with her beliefs on open government, 
transparency, and accountability. Naturally she wanted to bring it to the council here, and she 
asked Vice President Iannotti to co-sponsor it with her.  
 
This amendment requires that all Town boards/commissions, including the Town Council, allow 
public comment whether the comment is regarding docketed or un-docketed matters as long as it 
is within the jurisdiction of whatever board they are speaking to. The Chairs of each board are 
permitted to set reasonable limits on speaking if they wish.  
 
Member Toppi reads the purpose: “The purpose of this section is to promote government 
transparency and accountability by encouraging residents to participate in public meetings, 
thereby providing a forum for them to provide input including the expression of any concerns they 
may have regarding the Town government”.  
 
Member Toppi states the following: This is important because we have President Lawton and 
Chairs of boards/commission who would allow individuals from the public to speak at meetings 
if they so desire. Member Toppi further states that is important to set the stage for the future by 
protecting the public’s ability to hold their government accountable, especially with the way the 
world is going these days. We do not know if there may be a Council President or Chair of a  
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specific board who will not allow people to speak for whatever reason. It is important to solidify 
this in an official capacity.  
 
Vice President Iannotti feels that it is important that participation be meaningful, and it is a great 
thing here in Smithfield we allow people to speak even though we don’t have a formal hearing 
and inform us of what their opinions on pretty much everything the council does. Vice President 
Iannotti thinks this ordinance is a great idea reflective of how we look at government in Smithfield.  
 
Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 4, 2024 to consider and act upon amendments 
to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 11 entitled “Boards and Commissions”. Motion is approved 
by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

B. Consider scheduling a Show Cause Hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 to 
consider, discuss and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or other 
sanction regarding the listed Mobile Food Truck Licenses due to non-
renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 
 

1. Baby Duck, LLC d/b/a “Tacofied”, 38 Dean Avenue, Johnston  
2. Farm to Sandwich, LLC d/b/a “Farm to Sandwich”, 14 Abbott 

Street, Cranston  
3. On the Rhode Café, LLC d/b/a “On the Rhode Café”, 73B Gene 

Allen Road, Foster 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby schedules a show cause hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 to consider, discuss 
and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Mobile 
Food Truck Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 
 

1. Baby Duck, LLC d/b/a “Tacofied”, 38 Dean Avenue, Johnston  
2. Farm to Sandwich, LLC d/b/a “Farm to Sandwich”, 14 Abbott Street, 
Cranston  
3. On the Rhode Café, LLC d/b/a “On the Rhode Café”, 73B Gene Allen 

Road, Foster 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

C. Consider scheduling a Show Cause Hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 to 
consider, discuss and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or other 
sanction regarding the listed Holiday Sales Licenses due to non-renewal or 
non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 
 

1. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View 
Avenue, Unit 3  

2. Premium Brands Opco, LLC d/b/a “Loft #734”, 371 Putnam Pike  
 

3.   The Sevingy Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas 
Pike 
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4. Speedway, LLC d/b/a “Speedway #02821”, 263 Putnam Pike 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby schedules a show cause hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 to consider, discuss 
and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Holiday 
Sales Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 
 

1. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View 
Avenue, Unit 3  

2. Premium Brands Opco, LLC d/b/a “Loft #734”, 371 Putnam Pike  
3. The Sevingy Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas  Pike 
4. Speedway, LLC d/b/a “Speedway #02821”, 263 Putnam Pike 

 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

XI. Licenses:   

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving two (2) One-Day Special 
Event Licenses for Wat Lao Buddhovath of RI, Inc. for Lao New Year 
celebration, 88 Limerock Road on the following dates: 

 
 Saturday, May 18, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, May 19, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

All Special Event Licenses for Wat Lao Buddhovath of RI, Inc. are 
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approves two (2) One-Day Special Event Licenses for Wat Lao Buddhovath of RI, Inc. 
for Lao New Year celebration, 88 Limerock Road on the following dates: 
 

 Saturday, May 18, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, May 19, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

All Special Event Licenses for Wat Lao Buddhovath of RI, Inc. are subject to compliance with all 
State regulations and local ordinances. 
 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

 
B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of 

thirteen (13) Holiday Sales Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to 
compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
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1. Cellco Partnership d/b/a “Verizon Wireless #161132”, 371 Putnam 
Pike 

2. Claire’s Boutique, Inc. d/b/a “Claire’s #5041”, 371 Putnam Pike 
3. Dick’s Sporting Goods d/b/a “Dick’s Sporting Goods”, 371 Putnam 

Pike, Suite 300 
4. Dollar Tree Stores, Inc. d/b/a “Dollar Tree #4432”, 446 Putnam 

Pike 
5. Grams Girls, Inc. d/b/a “Cardsmart  Smithfield”, 445 Putnam Pike 
6. Marylou’s News, Inc. d/b/a “Marylou’s Coffee”, 368 Putnam Pike 
7. Office Superstore East, LLC d/b/a “Staples the Office Superstore”, 

371 Putnam Pike, Suite 230 
8. Quicket’s Inc. d/b/a “Quicket’s”, 285 George Washington Highway 
9. Riptide Fitness, LLC d/b/a “Planet Fitness”, 445 Putnam Pike 
10. Sterling, Inc. d/b/a “Kay Jewelers #2608”, 371 Putnam Pike, Unit 

325 
11. Tan Sons Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Shop N Go”, 105 Pleasant View 

Avenue, Unit C 
12. Target Corporation d/b/a “Target Store T-1404”, 371 Putnam Pike 
13. The Barre and Yoga Experience, LLC d/b/a “The Barre and Yoga 

Experience”, 259 Putnam Pike, Unit 2 

Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield 
Town Council approve the annual renewal of thirteen (13) Holiday Sales Licenses, as listed, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
 

1. Cellco Partnership d/b/a “Verizon Wireless #161132”, 371 Putnam Pike 
2. Claire’s Boutique, Inc. d/b/a “Claire’s #5041”, 371 Putnam Pike 
3. Dick’s Sporting Goods d/b/a “Dick’s Sporting Goods”, 371 Putnam 

Pike, Suite 300 
4. Dollar Tree Stores, Inc. d/b/a “Dollar Tree #4432”, 446 Putnam Pike 
5. Grams Girls, Inc. d/b/a “Cardsmart  Smithfield”, 445 Putnam Pike 
6. Marylou’s News, Inc. d/b/a “Marylou’s Coffee”, 368 Putnam Pike 
7. Office Superstore East, LLC d/b/a “Staples the Office Superstore”, 371     
Putnam Pike, Suite 230 
8. Quicket’s Inc. d/b/a “Quicket’s”, 285 George Washington Highway 
9. Riptide Fitness, LLC d/b/a “Planet Fitness”, 445 Putnam Pike 
10. Sterling, Inc. d/b/a “Kay Jewelers #2608”, 371 Putnam Pike, Unit 325 
11. Tan Sons Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Shop N Go”, 105 Pleasant View 
Avenue, Unit C 
12. Target Corporation d/b/a “Target Store T-1404”, 371 Putnam Pike 
13. The Barre and Yoga Experience, LLC d/b/a “The Barre and Yoga 
Experience”, 259 Putnam Pike, Unit 2 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
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C. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of two (2) Bingo 
Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances. 

 
1. Esmond Village Tenants Association, 3 Village Drive, Apt. 112 (fee 

waived) 
2. Old County Road School PTA, 200 Old County Road (fee waived) 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of (2) Bingo Licenses for Esmond Village Tenants 
Association, located at 3 Village Drive, Apt. 112 and Old County Road School PTA, located at 
200 Old County Road, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances. Fee waived. Motion is approved by a 5/0 unanimous vote.  

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of four (4) Massage 
Establishment Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. 

 
1. Enliven Massage Therapy, LLC d/b/a “Enliven Massage Therapy”, 

600 Putnam Pike, Suite 202 
2. Fox Wellness, LLC d/b/a “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 405 Douglas 

Pike 
3. Kimberly A. LaPierre d/b/a “Apple Valley Wellness Center”, 47A 

Cedar Swamp Road 
4. Limary M. Morel Brown d/b/a “Massage by Mari”, 359 Putnam 

Pike 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of four (4) Massage Establishment Licenses, as listed, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances:  

1. Enliven Massage Therapy, LLC d/b/a “Enliven Massage Therapy”, 600 
Putnam Pike, Suite 202  

2. Fox Wellness, LLC d/b/a “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 405 Douglas Pike  
3. Kimberly A. LaPierre d/b/a “Apple Valley Wellness Center”, 47A Cedar 

Swamp Road  
4. Limary M. Morel Brown d/b/a “Massage by Mari”, 359 Putnam Pike 

 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the annual renewal of five (5) Massage 
Therapy Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. 

 
1. Holly Bynum working at “Enliven Massage Therapy”, 600 Putnam 

Pike, Suite 202 
2. Katelynn Volpigno working at “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 405 

Douglas Pike 
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3. Limary M. Morel Brown working at “Massage by Mari”, 359 
Putnam Pike 

4. Robin Tanguay working at “Radiance MFR”, 6 Battey Drive 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council approve the annual renewal of five (5) Massage Therapy Licenses, as listed, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances:  

1. Holly Bynum working at “Enliven Massage Therapy”, 600 Putnam Pike, 
Suite 202  

2. Katelynn Volpigno working at “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 405 Douglas Pike  
3. Kimberly A. LaPierre working at “Apple Valley Wellness Center”, 47A 

Cedar Swamp Road  
4. Limary M. Morel Brown working at “Massage by Mari”, 359 Putnam Pike  
5. Robin Tanguay working at “Radiance MFR”, 6 Battey Drive 

 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

F. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving one (1) One-Day Special Event License 
for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation Department for a “Food Truck Event”, 1 
William J. Hawkins, Jr. Trail on the following date: 

 
 Thursday, May 16, 2024, Food Truck event to be held from 4:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
All Special Event Licenses for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation Department are subject 
to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve one (1) One-Day Special Event License for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation 
Department for a “Food Truck Event”, 1 William J. Hawkins, Jr., Trail on the following date:  

 Thursday, May 16, 2024 Food Truck Event to be held from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. All Special 
Event Licenses for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation are subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

G. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving one (1) One-Day Beer/Wine License for 
the Smithfield Senior Center as follows: 

 
 “Super Ages” Wine and Cheese Event to be held on Thursday, 

May 16, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The party will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. Hawkins, Jr. Trail 
from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as applied, subject to all State regulations and local ordinances. 
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, the Smithfield Town Council 
approve one (1) One-Day Beer/Wine License as follows:  
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 “Super Ages” Wine and Cheese Event to be held on Thursday, May 16, 
2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

 
The party will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, One William J. Hawkins, Jr. Trail from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local 
ordinances.  
 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

H. Consider, discuss, and act upon the annual renewal of five (5) Peddler’s Licenses, 
as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local 
ordinances. 

 
1. CALM Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s of Smithfield”, to sell only 

frozen lemonade from  trucks      with RI Reg. #’s 25833, 126485 and 
51697, 115 Pleasant View Avenue 

2. CALM Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s of Smithfield”, to sell only 
frozen lemonade and frozen treats from a pushcart with RI Reg. 
#55218, 115 Pleasant View Avenue 

3. Marshall E. Gorden d/b/a “Wolfe Novelties”, to sell only balloons and 
souvenirs from a truck with RI Reg. #UN-98, 140 Vancouver Avenue, 
Warwick 

4. NEFL, Inc. d/b/a “New England Frozen Lemonade”, to sell only 
frozen lemonade from a truck with RI Reg. #’s 186765, 15 Indian 
Head Trail 

5. Palagi 2000, Inc. d/b/a “Palagis Ice Cream”, to sell only frozen treats 
from a truck with RI Reg. # 109950, 55 Bacon Street, Pawtucket 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council approve the annual renewal of five (5) Peddler’s Licenses, as listed, as applied, 
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances.  

1. CALM Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s of Smithfield”, to sell only frozen 
lemonade from a truck with RI Reg. #’s 25833, 126485 and 51697, 115 
Pleasant View Avenue  
2. CALM Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s of Smithfield”, to sell only frozen 
lemonade and frozen treats from a pushcart with RI Reg. #55218, 115 
Pleasant View Avenue  
3. Marshall E. Gorden d/b/a “Wolfe Novelties”, to sell only balloons and 
souvenirs from a truck with RI Reg. #UN-98, 140 Vancouver Avenue, 
Warwick  
4. NEFL, Inc. d/b/a “New England Frozen Lemonade”, to sell only frozen 
lemonade from a truck with RI Reg. # 186765, 15 Indian Head Trail  
5. Palagi 2000, Inc. d/b/a “Palagis Ice Cream”, to sell only frozen treats from 
a truck with RI Reg. #109950, 55 Bacon Street, Pawtucket 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote 
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I. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving two (2) new Mobile Food Truck 
Licenses for Del’s Lemonade and Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s Lemonade”, 1260 
Oaklawn Avenue, Cranston RI with a RI Reg. # 51922 on both pushcarts, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council consider, discuss and act upon approving two (2) new Mobile Food Truck 
Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local 
ordinances.  

1. Del’s Lemonade and Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s Lemonade”, to sell 
frozen lemonade and frozen treats from a pushcart with RI Reg. #51922  

 
2. Del’s Lemonade and Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a “Del’s Lemonade”, to sell 
frozen lemonade and frozen treats from a pushcart with RI Reg. #51922 

 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

J. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a Mobile Food Truck License for Castle 
Pascetta, LLC d/b/a “Lobstah Cart RI”, 15 Redwood Drive, North Providence with 
a RI Reg. number 1PP551, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. 
 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve a new Mobile Food Truck License, as applied, subject to compliance with all 
State regulations and local ordinances. 
 

1. Castle Pascetta, LLC d/b/a “Lobstah Cart RI”, to sell lobster rolls, krabby 
cakes, quahogs, lobster bisque and chowder from a truck with RI Reg. 
#1PP551 

 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

X. Old Business: None 

XI.  New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals to 
furnish and replace a defogger unit at the Smithfield Ice Rink subject to 
review by the Town Solicitor. 

 

Ice Rink Manager Thomas Tullie explains the following: This is a piece of equipment that was 
installed in 1994, therefore, it has seen its useful life. The contractors looked at it, and they are 
unable to find parts for it. He is asking the council to authorize an RFP for a defogger, which is a 
thermal plus unit and the accompanying equipment.  Member Toppi questions what a defogger is 
typically priced at. Manager Tullie explains that the price he received from the contractor was 
$55,000.  
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Manager Tullie states that it is basically a dehumidifier unit, and this one is important to the rink 
because it is over the Zamboni garage door which opens out into the outside especially in the 
warmer months.     

Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, questions the proposed source of funding. Manager Tullie 
states that the funding would be from the Ice Rink Capital Reserve Fund.  

Mr. Hodgkins questions if this item was in the Capital Improvement Plan Budget. Manager Tullie 
states that it was budgeted for, however, not this particular unit. Manager Tullie further states that 
the unit budgeted for was more elaborate and would service the entire building, however, the unit 
being requested would serve their needs right now.  

Town Manager Rossi questions if Manager Tullie had something of a larger magnitude, and this 
is going to accomplish what is needed. Manager Tullie states this will accomplish what they need. 

Member Toppi questions what was budgeted for is more than this unit may cost. Manager Tullie 
states what was placed in the CIP was a more expensive allocation for the building, and he had 
priced it previously and it was over six figures.     

Mr. Hodgkins expresses his concerns about a piece of equipment from 1994 that is not in the CIP, 
therefore, it is an additional expense. Mr. Hodgkins wonders why it is not in the CIP. Mr. Hodgkins 
states that the CIP for the ice rink between now and 2030, which approximately $10M if no more, 
and there is clearly not enough in the fund to pay for that. Mr. Hodgkins further states he does not 
understand how that money will be raised.   

Manager Tullie explains the following: This particular unit is not in the CIP because it was 
expected that the unit would last. Manager Tullie further explains parts cannot be found, and it 
broke down. The unit is inspected on an annual basis, and the issue is the compressor. This will 
be an improvement for the building as it will be using an EPA approved refrigerate. The ice rink 
would forgo the other system if we are going to invest in this particular unit.  

Vice President Iannotti states that the funds come from the ice rink revenues. Manager Tullie states 
that the funds come from the ice rink revenues.  

Vice President Iannotti questions the larger unit in the CIP and if that will be purchased as well or 
have this unit instead.  Manager Tullie states that he would invest in that unit if this one is being 
replaced. 

Member Toppi states that the Town is saving money.      

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Town Solicitor 
review, the Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes the Purchasing Agent to advertise on 
behalf of the Municipal Ice Rink, RFP 240328 to furnish and install a new defogger unit. Motion 
is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the purchase of one (1) 
2023 Chevy Tahoe, through the Greater Boston Police Council, in the 
amount of fifty-eight thousand, eight hundred nineteen dollars and 
fifty-nine cents ($58,819.59) to be funded through the Police 
Equipment Fund. 

 

Police Chief St. Sauveur explains the following: The department lost a cruiser to a collision, and   
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whenever the department loses a cruiser it has a ripple effect on the entire fleet. The department 
is looking to replace that 2016 Ford Interceptor with a 2023 Chevy Tahoe. There was a check from 
the insurance company for the other vehicle in the amount of $6,238, therefore, the total cost for 
the Tahoe will be $58,819.59. This Tahoe is immediately available. He was in touch with the 
dealership today, and they are waiting for the council’s approval to move forward. He anticipates 
having this vehicle, fully equipped by Friday.     

Vice President Iannotti questions when there is an unexpected event like this how it is handled 
because the budget is already in place.  

Chief St. Sauveur explains that the department has a Police Equipment Fund that was established 
in the late 80’s by the council to assist them with the purchase of police equipment such as cruisers. 
Chief St. Sauveur further explains that this fund is funded by ticket revenues, and that is where 
the funding comes from.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if this is what was budgeted for in the 2023-2024 budget. Chief 
St. Sauveur explains this would be the replacement of an existing vehicle so it is a vehicle the 
department did not anticipate having to purchase. Chief St. Sauveur further explains that if the 
department does not purchase this vehicle and wait until after July 1, 2024, this particular vehicle 
will cost an additional $15, 000.  

Member Toppi questions if not replacing this vehicle with an Interceptor is because the Tahoe is 
available or for another reason. Chief St. Sauveur states that there are two reasons: the Tahoe is 
available, and there is a trend to move away from Ford Interceptors and move in the direction of 
Tahoe’s, which are less expensive.   

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council authorize the police department to purchase one (1) fully equipped 2023 Chevy Tahoe in 
the amount of $65,057.59 less insurance reimbursement of $6,238 through the Greater Boston 
Police Council Bid with funds available through the Police Equipment Fund. Motion is approved 
by a unanimous 5/0 vote. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing construction of a disc golf 
course at Deerfield Park. 

 
John Snavely explains the following: Deerfield Park has been the center of Smithfield recreation 
since 1997. He hopes that disc golf will be the next recreation made available at Deerfield Park.  

Mr. Snavely gives a presentation (see attached documentation) explaining what disc golf is, how 
it is played, locations, and its impacts on the environment.  

Member Toppi suggests tabling this item and explains the following reasons: The council does 
not have an official plan or proposal. She feels that there should be a public hearing. After doing 
research it looks like several Town Councils across the country have held public hearings. She 
feels that getting the public involved would be a good idea. As it stands right now, she is neither 
for nor against disc golf at Deerfield Park in general. She is favorable to the idea of recreation and 
being outside, however, she tries to look at the pros/cons of everything before her. She has received 
a few unfavorable comments from the public about various items including safety and noise 
concerns, views that oppose adding more structures to the park, and views that oppose having 
sponsorship signs all over the park as it would make the area look more commercialized.      
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She feels it is a little premature, however, she is not against it, but she feels the members need 
more information and a public hearing should be held. She asks her fellow council members to 
consider this.    

Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council table this item, until the council has an official plan/proposal and to schedule a public 
hearing.  

Member Kilduff states that he attended a Land Trust meeting, and believes Mr. Snavely was there 
and this was discussed. Mr. Snavely states that he was a member of the Land Trust from 2022-
2023, and this has been an ongoing conversation for the last four (4) years.  

Mr. Snavely states that an official proposal has been submitted in budgetary numbers and in a plan 
for the course that he believes has been given to the members.  

Vice President Iannotti states that what the council received was the project budget, breakdown of 
the items and an estimate of the source of funding. Vice President Iannotti questions the cost of 
$120,000. Mr. Snavely states that the cost is under $20,000.   

Vice President Iannotti states that he would like to see a formal agreement between the Town and 
the club setting forth what everybody is supposed to do before voting on and approving this. Vice 
President Iannotti further states that way there can be no misunderstandings as to the role of the 
public body and the private body. Vice President Iannotti questions the course being overseen by 
the Recreation Department. Town Manager Rossi states that the course will be overseen by the 
Recreation Department.  

Mr. Snavely explains that this will be the Town’s property, and the club is simply volunteering 
their time to maintain so that there is no extra weight placed on the Town or Parks and Recreation 
budgets.  

Member Tassoni questions the club having insurance if they will have a policy that covers the 
Town. Solicitor Gallone explains that activities managed by the Town are covered under our own 
policy.  

Member Tassoni questions if the Town is “on the hook” should someone get hurt. Town Manager 
Rossi explains that this course would be the Town’s property, and the club is volunteering to help 
us get this completed. Town Manager Rossi further explains that this is a Town project and an 
added Town activity for recreation. Town Manager Rossi also explains that the club is helping to 
get the “seed” money and volunteering with the labor.  

Mr. Snavely states that this is no different than any other activity at Deerfield Park, where it has 
its inherited risks. Member Tassoni states that he is in favor of this, however, he wants to ensure 
the Town is not held liable if someone gets hurt. Member Tassoni reminds the members that the 
little league and soccer have a field there and carry their own insurance. Town Manager Rossi 
explains that they are separate entities that are operating on our field, and this group is not actually 
operating.  

Member Toppi states this is not specifically laid out in terms of what the volunteers are doing and 
what the Town is doing. Member Toppi further states that this is another issue that she has, 
although she is not opposed to this, she needs more details and the public’s input as well because 
she has received unfavorable comments, and she feels it is only right to do so.     
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Mr. Snavely states that this is considered “passive recreation” which is why it is done in Land 
Trusts and other areas in New England. Mr. Snavely questions if this would be considered different 
liability wise from a tennis/basketball court or playground being open.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if the “baskets” would be up all year round. Mr. Snavely states 
this is a year-long activity that can be played all year.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if any trees would need to be cut down to put in this course. Mr. 
Snavely explains that he walked the property with Town Manager Rossi, Planner Michael Phillips, 
and a few others, and they notice a great deal of dead debris on the ground and some small patches 
of pine trees that are thick that need to be cleared.  Mr. Snavely further explains other than that, a 
great deal of the space being used is open space with minimal work done in the woods.  

Vice President Iannotti questions the part of the course that goes through the cross country trail 
and if the course would interfere with that. Mr. Snavely states that it would not interfere with the 
cross country trail, they walked the area with those involved with the cross country to ensure that 
the course would not interfere with what they were doing and to get their input. Mr. Snavely 
further states they were in favor of this and it would not be an interference. Mr. Snavely also states 
that the course would not interfere with the passive walker walking on a daily basis.  

Vice President Iannotti explains that he is leaning in favor of this, however, he does not like to 
vote on something without seeing laid out in writing. Vice President Iannotti further explains it 
does need to be a formal agreement, however, it needs to be clear that it is being run by Parks & 
Recreation, and the council can vote on it at the next meeting. President Iannotti is not sure how 
far the members want to go with advertising to the public, but the public can come to the meeting.  

President Lawton states that this is just a disc golf course, and it is detailed enough for him, 
therefore, he is in favor of it.     

Vice President Iannotti questions holding a public hearing which is a “term of art”. Vice President 
Iannotti also questions advertising the public hearing or having on the agenda where the public 
talks. Member Toppi states she is open, and after having researched it, that is the general trend.     

 Member Kilduff questions what a public hearing means to Member Toppi. Member Toppi 
explains that it would be a normal public hearing that is advertised in the paper.  

President Lawton states that if people are upset about this project, they will come to meeting 
anyway.  

Member Toppi states that this was just a suggestion after having done her research.   

Member Tassoni states that he did not receive any calls, and he is okay with the explanation.  

Member Toppi states if the consensus is to not schedule a public hearing, at least have something 
in writing.  

Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council table this item, until the council has received an official plan/proposal and to schedule a 
public hearing.  Motion fails 2/3. Member Tassoni, Member Kilduff, and President Lawton vote 

nay.   
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Motion is made by Member Kilduff, seconded by Member Tassoni, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes construction of a disc golf course at Deerfield Park pending a detailed 
description about who is performing duties at Deerfield Park. Motion is approved by a 
unanimous 5/0 vote.  

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing construction of a shed for 
the Smithfield Little League at Deerfield Park. 

 
Shanyn Turner, 133 Farnum Pike, explains the following: the Smithfield Little League is 
requesting to have a shed built at Deerfield Park. The bottom level would be to house the 
equipment and the second story would allow for calling the game. Smithfield Little League will 
be paying for the construction and make repairs as needed.  

Member Toppi questions if the request is for a shed or a shed with a press box. Ms. Turner states 
it is a two-story shed, with the top being used as a press box.  

Town Manager Rossi states that he and Ms. Turner spoke about this before and the request was 
for a shed like the soccer league has, which was a dropped shed and could be purchased on Rt. 6. 
Town Manger Rossi further states that he was completely shocked when he saw a shed with a 
press box above it and which is a permanent structure, and a completely “different animal” leading 
to the questions yesterday.  

Ms. Turner explains that the little league asked for the shed, and when they were at opening day, 
they discussed a shed with two (2) floors. Ms. Turner further explains that a shed with two (2) 
floors can be purchased at Home Depot, therefore, it can still be dropped. Ms. Turner further 
explains that the little league was going to build it themselves because there are contractors that 
are part of their board, and it would be cheaper. Ms. Turner also explains that they would go 
through the permit process and would ensure that everything was being done based on the Town’s 
specifications.  

President Lawton questions where the shed would be located. Ms. Turner states that there are two 
(2) places because it was two (2) ideas:  if there is a press box, it will be behind home plate and 
will have a window looking over the field. If there is no press box it will be at the opposite end 
with the entrance opening into the shed.        

Vice President Iannotti questions if Town funds will be involved in the construction. Ms. Turner 
states that no Town funds will be used.  

Vice President Iannotti questions who else uses this field. Ms. Turner states she is unaware of 
anyone else using the field, and the little league season is from Spring to Fall.    

Vice President Iannotti feels that with this project a Memorandum of Understanding is needed. 
Vice President Iannotti feels that there are many issues that could arise because equipment will be 
stored there, and should someone steal the equipment, there will be a question of liability.    

Ms. Turner states that the equipment is in the concession stand currently, however, the concession 
stand cannot be used if the equipment is housed there. Ms. Turner further states that these players 
have made a name for themselves and are nationally known, therefore, it is not fair that they have 
a subpar field. 
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President Lawton questions if electrical permits will be needed and if there is water. Ms. Turner 
states that no water is needed because there is water at the concession stand, however, they will 
need electricity. Ms. Turner assures the members that they will go through the permitting process.  

Motion is made by Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town Council 
hereby authorizes construction of a shed for the Smithfield Little League to be located at Deerfield 
Park, provided that they give the Building Official a drawing of what will be there and accepted 
by the Town of Smithfield.  

Vice President Iannotti feels this project needs a Memorandum of Understanding especially if 
there will be a press box. Vice President Iannotti questions what would happen if someone should 
fall out of the press box. Ms. Turner questions what if someone were to fall out of the press box 
at Whipple. Ms. Turner states that Smithfield Little League has insurance.  

Member Toppi states that this is another situation where the members do not have a plan. Ms. 
Toppi further states that she is not privy to what the soccer structure looks like, but she does not 
know the dimensions or if trees need to be cut.  Member Toppi further states that she does not 
have a plan in front of her, and she does not feel it is proper procedure to approve something 
without a plan. Member Toppi is in agreement with the Memorandum of Understanding because 
there will be two (2) parties involved, a private organization and the Town. Member Toppi also 
states that the council wants to be safe and cover their bases, however, she not opposed to it, but 
she needs to know/understand what she is approving.  

Ms. Turner questions what is meant by having a plan in place because, as a homeowner building 
a shed the Town would approve that to their standards, and this is very similar. Ms. Turner assures 
the members that they will be going through the proper channels to make sure the structure is as 
needed to be. Ms. Turner is unsure about what the difference is.  

Member Toppi states that the difference is that she is in front of the council for approval and not 
in front of the Building Official. Member Toppi further states that she is approving something she 
wants to know what she is approving, and she likes to be informed. Member Toppi also states that 
she is not opposed to it.  

Vice President Iannotti states especially where we are talking about a permanent structure, and 
some of the structures they are talking about are not permanent and can be easily removed. Vice 
President Iannotti further states that perhaps an agreement is needed and perhaps the insurer needs 
to approve it.  

Solicitor Gallone explains that this would be a building added to the insurance policy. Ms. Turner 
states that the little league has their own insurance, however, if this needed to be unassembled for 
any reason, it can be taken apart.  

President Lawton questions the dimensions. Ms. Turner states that the shed would have a concrete 
slab and its dimensions would be 12’ x 12’.   

Member Toppi thanks Ms. Turner for answering her questions, however, it would be nice to have 
that information. Member Toppi questions who the volunteers are that would be constructing the 
shed. Ms. Toppi reiterates that she has questions in front of her that she needs answers to in order 
to make a decision.  

Ms. Turner states that those constructing the shed would have to be licensed contractors per the 
Town ordinance, and there are licensed contractors on their board. 
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Ms. Turner further states that they will be volunteering their time.  

Member Toppi states that going forward, it would be nice to have all that information in order to 
make an educated decision.  

Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, questions if the Town has written policies/procedures for 
the use of public fields by nonprofit groups and for profit groups. Mr. Hodgkins states that after 
hearing this about this agenda item and the last agenda item, it would put everybody on a level 
playing field by having policies/procedures in place for nonprofit and for profit groups using the 
fields.  Mr. Hodgkins further states it would put everyone on notice about what they would need, 
and everyone would be treated fairly. Mr. Hodgkins feels that if there is nothing in place, it would 
be worth considering.  

Town Manager Rossi explains that the Parks & Recreation Department is completing that per what 
was discovered as part of the performance audit. Town Manager Rossi further explains that one 
of the items was to develop a detailed policy as well as the fee structure for each of those 
organizations, and this is in the process right now. Town Manager Rossi hopes to have this go 
before the council in the coming weeks. Town Manager Rossi states that this will “break that out” 
and specifically name ones that are permitted through the Town now so that it is made clear.   

Fire Chief Robert Seltzer suggests adding “follow the proper plan review and permitting process 
of the Town” to the motion.     

Motion is made by Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town Council 
hereby authorizes construction of a shed for the Smithfield Little League to be located at Deerfield 
Park, provided that they follow the proper plan review and permitting process of the Town and 
having a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.    

Member Toppi question Solicitor Gallone’s opinion about having an MOU. Solicitor Gallone 
states that there should be some delineation who is going to manage it and put it in writing so 
everyone knows what their responsibility is.    

Member Tassoni states that the Town has the same thing at Whipple Field. Ms. Turner states there 
is a press box at Whipple Field.  

Member Toppi questions if this is used by multiple people. Member Tassoni states this is used by 
multiple people.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if there is a difference between what is being done and the way 
it should be done. Solicitor Gallone explains that it is up to this council to set a policy, and there 
should be a formal agreement as to who will be taking caring of what.  

Ms. Turner questions if a simple email would be fine, because this is mentioned in her original 
request. Solicitor Gallone states that this does not need to be complicated, and because it will be 
a Town building, it will be added to its insurance policy. Solicitor Gallone suggests ensuring that 
any structures in the park are covered by insurance policy.  

Vice President Iannotti does not think approvals should be made based on emails, and he would 
like proposals to be outlined properly, an MOU if needed, and if anything that needs to be reviewed 
by the Town Solicitor gets reviewed. Vice President Iannotti states that is the proper way to do 
things.  
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E. Consider, discuss, and act upon a pole petition from RI Energy Co. to 
install one new pole on Appian Way. 

 
DPW Director Gene Allen states that he forwarded correspondence that he is fine with the location 
of this pole.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve pole petition WR 30841836 from RI Energy Co. to install one new pole #4-50 
on Appian Way as described in the attached petition. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 
vote.  
 

F. Sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, consider, discuss, and 
act upon authorizing amendment #1 with Beta Group in the amount 
of fifty-seven thousand dollars and zero cents ($57,000.00) for 
additional design costs relating to the Route 116 water main 
interconnection to the Greenville Water District. 

 
DPW Director and Water Commissioner Gene Allen explains the following: He was previously 
before the council to approve the design contract for Beta Group to do the interconnection with 
Greenville Water from Appian Way to Rt. 116 connecting into the existing viaduct coming over 
to Farnum Pike. At that point, we are looking to go up through the back of the condominium 
complex and coming out onto Rt. 116. As part of that contract they wanted to do an evaluation of 
potential routes. At the time they were going to look at two routes, and they looked at a third route 
which is documented for the members. This is to ensure they are doing their due diligence, 
spending money wisely and have the best route available. Director Allen reviews the routes with 
the members.  
 
The Town has almost $2M worth of grants from Congressionally Directed Spending and 
Community Project Funding. Both are administered by the EPA, an Environmental Assessment 
must be performed and cannot be done on a “phase” of a project. He believes that they would 
qualify for a categorical exclusion, and to do that presentation would cost approximately $9,000. 
If denied the exclusion, it would be approximately another $10,000 to perform the full 
Environmental Assessment, however, the $9,000 spent now will be a part of this, therefore, not a 
waste of money.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council, sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, award Amendment #1, in the amount not 
to exceed $57,000.00, for the additional design costs for the selected route and the categorical 
exclusion submission to the USEPA, to Beta Group, Inc. of 701 George Washington Highway, 
Lincoln, RI 02865. Motion is approved by a 5/0 vote.  
 

G. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the purchase and 
associated costs of a used ambulance from Greenwood Emergency 
Vehicles in the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to be 
funded from the Capital Reserve Fund. 
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Fire Chief Robert Seltzer explains the following: Rescue 3 that was due this June, will be delayed 
another year which he found out in February. The current truck has 200,000 miles. The requested 
vehicle is a Block Island rescue and has only 9,900 miles on it.    
 
The plan is to use this vehicle in place of rescue 3, and when rescue 3 becomes available, this 
vehicle will be placed in reserve.  
 
President Lawton questions the vehicle’s exposure to salt water and coating the undercarriage. 
Chief Seltzer explains that he does not think it needs it because someone checked it, in addition, 
it was housed all the time and well kept. Chief Seltzer further explains that he will have someone 
double check.   
 
Vice President Iannotti states that this was unexpected. Chief Seltzer states the rescue was due in 
June, however, Ford has delayed the production of chassis.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the rescue being budgeted in this year’s budget because it was 
expected in June. Chief Seltzer explains that he put it off because it is not due until the next 
budgeting year. Chief Seltzer reviews the payments with the members.  
 
Town Manager Rossi states that the $30,000 is available to fund that from other savings that they 
had.       
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, second by Member Kilduff, to purchase one (1) 2014 Chevy 
Ambulance from Greenwood Emergency Vehicles for a price of $25,000 and further appropriate 
an additional $5,000 to put the truck in service. Purchase appropriation to come from the Capital 
Reserve Fund. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.   
 

H. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 
for Emergency Medical Services billing. 

 
Chief Seltzer explains the following: The Purchasing Agent put this together, and it was reviewed 
by the Solicitor. This has not been done for a while. The current vendor charges 6% on the revenue 
they take in, and having checking with other communities, he is expecting to come in close to 4%.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council approves the SFD – Emergency Medical Billing Services Billing Vendor RFP as 
presented. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

I. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the purchase of a new 
Ford Superduty F550 4x4 diesel chassis for Fire Department Rescue 
5 in the amount of two hundred ninety-nine thousand, eight hundred 
forty dollars and zero cents ($299,840.00) from New England Fire 
Equipment & Apparatus Corporation to be funded through the 
Smithfield Capital Lease Fund. 

 
Chief Seltzer explains the following: It has taken three (3) years to get ambulances, and the 
department is due to replace rescue 1 in the 2026 budget. This is going to take approximately one  
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year and a half. A new rescue at today’s prices is $425,000. This box is in good shape and includes 
a new chassis, and they replaced the lighting, upholstery, flooring, and repainted it. It looks like a 
brand new truck. With the amount of runs being made, these are “throw away trucks”.  In a five 
(5) year time period 200,000 miles are put on theses trucks.     
 
Member Tassoni questions the average runs per week. Chief Seltzer states that the department was 
doing 390-400 runs per month, and the last two (2) months the department has made over 450 runs 
per month.  Chief Seltzer further states that the department is doing approximately 110-115 runs 
per week, and the majority is 80% EMS runs.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, to purchase a new Ford 
Superduty F550 4x4 diesel chassis to remount rescue 5, to include complete patient compartment 
box refurbishment, form New England Fire Equipment & Apparatus Corporation, for a price of 
$299,840 to be funded through Smithfield’s Capital Lease Fund. Motion is approved by a 4/0 
vote. Member Kilduff abstains.  
 

J. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a resolution to finance the 
purchase of a Ford Superduty F550 4x4 diesel chassis through the 
Smithfield Capital Lease Fund. 

 
Chief Seltzer explains the following: The resolution before the council this evening is the same 
resolution used for all of the department’s apparatus.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, to approve the resolution that 
the remount of an ambulance (Rescue 5) be financed through the Town of Smithfield’s Capital 
Lease Fund. Motion is approved by a 4/0 vote. Member Kilduff abstains.  
 

K. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing Change Order #1 for 
RGB Architects in an amount not to exceed $50,000 to extend Owner’s 
Project Management services for the Boyle Athletic Complex through 
July 31, 2024. 

 
Town Manager Rossi explains the following: This item was approved prior to by the Boyle 
Athletic Committee, and on the School Committee agenda for approval last evening. This item 
was included in what our budget is in available funds. It “fell through the cracks” with respect to 
the timing of when it was to be approved, and luckily the Town has an OPM that continues to 
work without getting paid. The OPM is definitely owned money. This Change Order is a “not to 
exceed” $50,000.     
 
Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, states the following: The original contract was $57,700.00, 
and this Change Order almost doubles the amount of the contract. This is for the concession stand, 
bidding, and a contract extension through July 2024.  On February 20, 2024 there is an extensive 
agenda item pertaining to the concession stand and the price was $750,000, and during that 
meeting, no one brought up that there was going to be an additional $50,000 of OPM costs (bid 
prep costs for the concession stand). At that meeting the council committed that there would be 
no taxpayer dollars used for the concession stand. Mr. Hodgkins questions if that is still the case.  
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Town Manager Rossi states the following:  For the actual concession stand yes, however, the other 
services have been going on since November, and the concession stand is one (1) piece of that. 
They have been working since November on different aspects of this project which is included in 
the overall project budget for the entire Boyle Athletic Complex. The reason for the timing (until 
July 2024) is all of the closeout paperwork needed for the reimbursement to take place.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions how much outside funding the Town has received for the concession 
stand to date. Town Manager Rossi states the Town has received no funds to date.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions how much money the Town has spent on the concession stand to date. 
Town Manager Rossi states the Town has not spent anything on the concession stand to date.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions that money being due once the Town gets a requisition on the concession 
stand when it is completed. Town Manager Rossi states that this is correct.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions if the Town will have $750,000 by the end of June. Town Manager Rossi 
states that the Town will not have $750,000 by the end of June. 
 
Mr. Hodgkins states that Town funds will be used to pay for that. Town Manager Rossi states that 
Town funds are not going to be used, cash is going to be spent in order to pay for it. Town Manager 
Rossi further states that all of the funds as discussed at that meeting, are going to be replenished 
by those funds.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions if the council was aware of this $50,000 at the meeting held on February 
20, 2024.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that this memo is dated March 7, 2024 and states that the “requested 
Change Order #1 is subject to approval by the Town Council at their March 19, 2024 meeting”.  
 
Member Toppi states that, additionally, the document was signed February 8, 2024. Member 
Toppi is confused as to why the council is getting this now.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins states the following: A couple of weeks before the February 20, 2024 meeting on 
the concession stand, the Town was issued a Change Order date February 8, 2024. The meeting 
comes up and the council is not told about the $50,000, however, the council is told that it is 
critical that they vote on the concession stand that night because the work needed to be completed 
by June 30, 2024. Then there is the Change Order from two (2) weeks before which already 
envisions that the work is not going to be finished by June 30, 2024 because it is extending the 
OPM services to July 31, 2024. This seems to be important information for the council to have at 
the February 20, 2024 meeting before voting on a $750,000 Change Order.  
 
With respect to fundraising, the issue was brought up on February 20, 2024, and it is his 
understanding that the School Committee voted to move forward with that fundraising, however, 
it will be only for maintenance.  Mr. Hodgkins questions if there is a plan in place to raise the 
$750,000 to build the concession stand.  
  
Vice President Iannotti questions this being handled by the Boyle Athletic Committee. 
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Town Manager Rossi confirms this, however, the policy is before the School Committee, and he 
needs them to answer that question.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins states following: The Change Order that has been presented to the council for 
$50,000 has no invoices, billing statements or work description. The contract called for additional 
work to be billed hourly. Mr. Hodgkins questions if the Town has received invoices or billing 
statements for this $50,000 Change Order.  
 
Director of Buildings and Grounds Angelo Mencucci explains the following: The OPM is a crucial 
part of the project, and the Town would not receive RIDE funding without an OPM on the project. 
In reference to the timing of this Change Order, the School Department goes through a proper 
channel. It goes before the Boyle Committee, then before the School Committee, and finally, the 
Town Council. The OPM has been working “at risk” since that time period. When this was brought 
to their attention, the School Department asked for a contract from them showing a “not to 
exceed”. That was received and the proper channels were followed. The OPM started in April 
2022, and he helped select the architect for the program.   
 
Member Toppi states that she would like to point something out that she just realized; the memo 
is to the School Committee, and the motion is for the School Committee. Member Toppi feels this 
is a problem in itself.    
 
Director Menucci states that the Purchasing Agent did send one to the council. Town Manager 
Rossi questions if there was a different memo from the Purchasing Agent that did not get to him 
and the council.  Director Mencucci believes so.  Town Manager Rossi questions the dates because 
that could be the clarification.  
 
Member Toppi questions what the repercussions would be if this agenda item were “pushed off”. 
Director Mencucci suggests moving passage, and let him know what he needs to rectify this in 
order to get before the solicitor.  
 
Member Toppi questions if “legally” the council can pass this agenda item because it is addressed 
to a different committee.  
 
Finance Director for the School Department Melissa Devine explains the following: The memo 
the council has before them was her memo to the School Committee, and once the School 
Committee voted on it, she forwarded it to the council. She believes that the Purchasing Agent 
puts together his memo, and she thought that that memo had gone forward. The Purchasing Agent 
typically takes their memo and creates one for the council.  
 
Member Toppi states that this is the third item that the council needs to modify.  
 
Director Devine states that the School Committee did already vote on this item and this date is 
when she created her memo. Director Devine believes it was right before the meeting was 
cancelled in April, therefore, it was the previous School Committee meeting. Director Devine 
questions if this item will be eliminated because the memo is not directed to the council.   
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Solicitor Gallone explains that this item is listed appropriately on the agenda, however, the council 
did not have the benefit of backup information. Solicitor Gallone further explains the questions 
are: Is the project over budget, where is the money coming from, is the $50,000 in additional to 
the $750,000.  
 
Director Devine states the following: This is all part of the budget, and she has met with the Town 
Manager. The $50,000 is in the budget and has nothing to do with the $745,000. There were other 
savings, however, the OPM is required to be on staff in order for the entire project to be submitted 
for RIDE approval. The OPM worked at their own risk to continue keeping the project going. In 
addition to the OPM being required as part of RIDE’s process, it is also required that the project 
is substantially complete by June 30, 2024. His contract goes to July 30, 2024 because punch list 
items are normally done. Director Devine reminds the members that if those two (2) things do not 
happen, there will be no reimbursement by RIDE.  
 
Town Manager Rossi offers his apologies, and ensures the members that those individuals 
responsible for completing the end of the additional memo are addressed in the morning.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions if the School Committee or the Town received billing invoices/statements 
for this $50,000. Town Manager Rossi states that the Town has not.  
 
Director Devine states that the invoices have been sent over and emailed within the last three (3) 
– four (4) weeks because the School Department let them know they did not have approval to pay, 
and the OPM stated he would work at his own risk because he knew how important it was for the 
project to move forward and meet the deadlines. Director Devine further states that they have 
invoices being held that will need to be brought forward to the proper governing boards for 
approval.   
 
Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, to table this agenda item 
pending the receipt from the Purchasing Agent of a memo. Motion fails with a vote of 2/3. 
Members Tassoni, Kilduff, and President Lawton vote nay.  
 
President Lawton questions if this will slow the project down. Director Devine states it would be 
up to the OPM if he is going to continue to work at risk.  
 
Director Mencucci states as a point of clarification, the School Department every “letter of the 
law”, the paperwork was submitted on time, it was brought before the proper committees, and the 
OPM has been working at risk for quite some time. Director Mencucci wants to ensure that the 
School Department did not make a mistake. Director Mencucci asks the council to take all of this 
into consideration. Director Mencucci further stands that the grandstands are being installed 
tomorrow, and he is needed onsite.  
 
Member Toppi states that it puts the council in a “bad spot”. Member Toppi further states that it 
is almost insulting that the council continues to get these things and they are not complete. Member 
Toppi is in agreement to table this agenda item.            
 
Mr. Hodgkins states that when this comes back to the council, the contract called for additional 
work to be billed hourly, and the council is being asked to approve an amount for work that has  
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not been done yet and has not been built yet. Mr. Hodgkins does not feel this complies with the 
contract to approve some amount for work that is not done yet. Mr. Hodgkins further states the 
council should be presented with the number that has been built to date, and then billed at a later 
time again.  
 
Town Manager Rossi states the following: He agrees with the memo not being correct, however, 
the legal document included in the council packet is legitimate, has been reviewed by the solicitor, 
and been approved by both the Boyle Athletic Committee and School Committee. Town Manager 
Rossi reminds the members that this individual has continued to work without getting paid the 
entire time.  
 
Member Toppi questions they are at risk of. President Lawton explains that if the OPM walks, the 
project will not be completed in time. Member Toppi questions the worst case scenario. Solicitor 
Gallone states that if the OPM is not getting paid, he could leave, and reimbursement is risked 
down the road.       
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield School 
Department is seeking approval of change order amendment #1 for RGB Architects in an amount 
not to exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) and contract extension date through July 2024. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote. *President Lawton did not ask if anyone was 

opposed after this motion was made. Vice President Iannotti and Member Toppi wanted to be 

on the record as voting nay.  

 
L. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 

for the purchase of one (1) truck for the School Department. 
 
Member Tassoni states that a nice job was done cleaning out the showers, lockers, and turning off 
the water.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of this RFP for the purchase of one (1) 2024 Ford F-
350 4x4 Super Cab Pickup XL 148” WB with an 8’ Fisher HD2 plow package (supplied and 
installed), as specified in the RFP. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

M. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 
for workers’ compensation and employers’ liability insurance for the 
School Department. 

 
Director Devine explains the following: This RFP is for workers’ compensation and employers’ 
liability insurance for the School Department, and is contractual. This is going to bid from the 
General Operating Budget.   
 
Member Tassoni questions if this is every three (3) years. Director Devine confirms this is every 
three (3) years.  
 
Motion is made by Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town Council 
hereby authorize the advertisement of (RFP) 24319 for Workers’ Compensation Insurance &  
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Employers’ Liability Insurance with a one (1) year term from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025, 
with an option for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at the sole discretion of the Town and  
Town and School Committee. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

N. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 
for group life insurance for the School Department. 

 
Director Devine states this is the same as the last agenda item, however, it is for life insurance. 
Director Devine further states that this is also contractual and will be bid from the General 
Operating Budget. 
 
Member Tassoni questions if this is also three (3) years. Director Devine confirms this is three (3) 
years.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions group life insurance already being in place, therefore, this would 
be for a new insurance. Director Devine explains that you can enter into an agreement for up to 
three (3) years, and the School Department is in its third year which will expire on June 30, 2024.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if the employees pay a part of this. Director Devine states that 
the employees do not pay a part of this. 
 
Vice President Iannotti also questions if this is under contract with the teacher’s union. Director 
Devine explains that this is with all of the bargaining agreements that are placed with the School 
Department as well as the individual contractual agreements.    
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorize the advertisement of the RFP for Group Life Insurance. Motion is 
approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

 
O. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 

for the purchase of two (2) mowers for the Parks and Recreation 
Department subject to review by the Town Solicitor. 

 
Parks & Recreation Director Robert Caine explains the following: This item is to go out for 
proposals to replace two (2) mowers that the department has had for almost fifteen (15) years. One 
mower is a 2008 model and the other is a 2012 model. Both have over 5,000 hours on them  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that subject to Town Solicitor 
approval, the Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes the Purchasing Agent to advertise an 
RFQ on behalf of the Parks & Recreation Department for the purchase of two (2) Zero Turn 
mowers, including fit-ups or equivalent. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.   
 

P. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 
for financial audit services for Fiscal Year 2024.  

 
Finance Director Caitlyn Choiniere explains the following: She is requesting authorization of an 
RFQ for financial audit services with two (2) one (1) year extensions.  
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Vice President Iannotti questions if the School Department is billed separately for audit services. 
Director Choiniere states they are not billed separately. Town Manager Rossi states that we are all 
billed under same, and the Town pays for the whole thing.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of an RFP for Financial Audit Services and Agreed 
Upon Procedures (including School Department) for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024, with two, 
one year extensions for Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2025 and June 30, 2026. Motion is approved 
by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

Q. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals 
for the East Smithfield Neighborhood Center Phase 2 rehabilitation 
and renovations subject to review by the Town Solicitor. 

 
Town Manager Rossi explains the following: This coincides with the grant the Town received for 
the ESNC. Phase 2 will do the complete buildout for the center to get it fully operational.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if there are detailed plans as to what the job is. Town Manager 
Rossi explains that there is an electronic system, and the bidders will be downloading the 
information.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of the Request for Proposals for the East Smithfield 
Neighborhood Center Rehabilitation & renovations – Phase 2 as outlined in the attached 
documents. Subject to architects final review and Town Solicitor approval. Motion is approved 
by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

R. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals to 
furnish and install vape detector/sensors in two (2) school buildings 
subject to review by the Town Solicitor. 

 
Director Mencucci explains the following: This a for a vape detection system for bid, and the 
funding source will be Title 4 grants. These systems will be installed in the middle and high 
school in various lavatory locations. In Attachment A this is broken out because they would like 
to save money by seeing what the vendor comes forward with for costs associated with the 
purchase of the Halo system. If the School Department is looking to purchase the Halo system 
themselves, and supply that to the vendor to install, this will save with costs associated with this 
project.     

 
Member Toppi questions if there are any other school systems in RI that use these. Director 
Mencucci explains that they had a site visit in South Kingstown, and the Halo system is the most 
used and most reliable under the conditions found in a school environment.    
 
Member Toppi questions why a bathroom monitor is not sufficient and why are they needed. 
Director Mencucci explains that a bathroom monitor is located outside of a lavatory, and vaping 
is very hard to detect because it has very little odor, however, it has a moisture barrier that 
surrounds it.    
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Member Toppi states that she looked at the website which stated that schools can also use the 
sensor as an anti-bullying tool by programming the device to monitor for certain spoken words, 
aggressive behavior, device tampering, and gunshots.  
 
Member Kilduff states that there are three (3) different kinds of systems because he also looked 
it up, and they are only buying the one for vape.  
 
Member Toppi states that the system appears to have different capabilities. Director Mencucci 
states not the one that they are purchasing, however, HALO makes sensors for just about 
anything. Director Mencucci further states that all this sensor will do is give an electronic signal 
to a cellphone or a designated person, and proper response to an incident.   
 
Member Toppi states that this system did not have super favorable reviews, and in general, she 
is not favorable to this kind of surveillance stuff.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the funding for this coming solely from grants and not from 
school funding. Director Mencucci states there is a Title 4 grant that is earmarked for this and 
the grant has already been received.  
 
Member Kilduff assumes they will be mounted on the ceiling, and he questions if there is any 
fear they will be ripped off the ceiling. Director Mencucci states that there is concern about them 
being ripped off the ceiling. Director Mencucci further states that there are heat monitors that are 
also in the lavatories, and there has not been much vandalism.  
 
Member Kilduff questions who the alert is sent to when the alarms go off. Director Mencucci 
states that the alert is sent to central administration in the building itself.    
 
Member Toppi states that one review called them “useless and false/positive driving us mad at 
the school. Kids spray deodorant and it goes off”. Director Mencucci states that is factual.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if these could be more trouble than they are worth. Director 
Mencucci states he does not know that yet, however, he believes that moving forward in a 
positive direction to try to curve this issue, is the right direction to go, and he hopes to find those 
answers in the future.   

 
Member Tassoni states this is a problem in every school district even in Catholic schools, and if 
they are not installed, we are inviting this to keep on going.  
 
Adel Cabral, 15 Stony Lane, states that he is a hall monitor two periods every seven (7) days, 
and he cannot physically go into the stalls. Mr. Cabral further states that this is a deterrent for 
students, and it is a “try” that will not cost any money.      
 
Member Kilduff questions if the advertisement is for the grants. Town Manager Rossi explains 
that this RFP is for actual specifications to get bidders to come up with the amount funded by the 
grant.  
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Director Mencucci states that he is only expecting a 3C device, cannot say what capabilities it 
will do, however, they would not initiate such a thing; this is just to trace vaping in the 
lavatories.   
 
Member Toppi does not feel she is getting a clear answer. Member Toppi wants confirmation 
that the School Department is getting one that does not have those capabilities because if those 
capabilities can be implemented in the future, she is definitely against that. Director Mencucci 
states that may be considered an invasion of privacy.  
 
Superintendent Dawn Bartz explains the following: The School Department has different 
mechanisms for bullying. This is not for bullying, this is a deterrent for vaping and there is a 
health safety issue. They have federal grants that can be applied for the installation of these in 
two (2) of the schools. She feels they are absolutely necessary, and they need to move forward 
with this.  
 
Member Toppi questions if these have the capabilities. Superintendent Bartz states that she is not 
aware of them having this capability, and it is the first she is hearing of this. Superintendent 
Bartz further states that the grant is directly for vaping in bathrooms.   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions what happens when one (1) of devices goes off. 
Superintendent Bartz explains the following: It is programmed, via an application, on the 
principal’s phone. Vaping would typically take place in between classes, and administrators are 
already out, and teachers are getting ready to go back into their classrooms. It is easy to 
determine which bathroom, and easy to intercede and find out. There are three (3) administrators 
for seven hundred and fifty (750) students, and this will allow them to exactly pinpoint where it 
is and to be in that location because a vape detector has gone off on their phone.  
 Superintendent Bartz reminds the members that vaping can be used for different things 
including drug use. Superintendent Bartz also reminds the members this is for student safety and 
could also avert a tragedy.  
 
Motion is made by Member Kilduff, seconded by Member Tassoni, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of the RFP #240430 to furnish and install vape 
detector/sensors in two (2) schools buildings. Subject to Town Solicitor approval. Motion is 
approved by a 4/0 vote. Member Toppi abstains.  

 
S. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a bid award for 2024 

Statistical Revaluation Services. 
 
Tax Assessor Christopher Celeste explains the following: A bid from Vision Appraisal was the 
only bid received, who has been doing the revaluations for many cycles. A letter was received  
from Tyler Technology stating they would not be bidding at this time. He reviewed the proposals, 
and he has worked with Vision in the past.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby award the revaluation of real property contract, to the only qualified bidder, 
Vision Government Solutions with a cost not to exceed one hundred-sixteen thousand dollars 
($116,000). Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
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T. Consider, discuss, and act upon a bid award for one (1) truck for the 
School Department. 

 
Director Menucci explains the following: This is for the food truck, with 67% of the funding 
coming from the food service program. The bidder does have a truck and chassis in stock, which 
is rare. They would just have to wait for the box to be installed. They would most likely have this 
vehicle by the end of September.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Yown 
Council hereby award the School Department purchase on one (1) 2024 Ford F-650, 16ft. box 
truck with stow away lift gate for an amount not to exceed eighty-nine thousand, six hundred and 
ninety-five dollars ($89,695.00). Subject to School Committee approval at the May 6, 2024 
meeting. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

U. Consider, discuss, and act upon a bid award for boiler cleaning for the 
School Department. 

 
Member Tassoni questions if the boilers are gas or oil. Director Mencucci explains that these are 
gas fired condensing boilers that are very high efficiency, and the reason why they are only doing 
the three (3) elementary schools is because previously they were under warranty and the cleaning 
was covered. Director Mencucci further explains now that new vessels have been installed in the 
high school and middle school, only the elementary schools and the administration building will 
need cleaning (the administration building is an oil fired vessel).  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby award the contract for boiler cleaning services at four (4) school building locations 
for the period of July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025 for an amount not to exceed fourteen thousand six-
hundred and nine dollars and seventy-four cents ($14,609.74). Subject to School Committee 
approval at their May 6, 2024 meeting. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

V. Consider, discuss, and act upon a bid award for concession services at 
Deerfield Park. 

 
Director Caine explains the following: They have gone out to bid a couple of times for this 
concession stand in an attempt to open concession stand for a longer period of time. Only one (1) 
bid was received, and they are also the company that serve the ice rink.  
 
Member Tassoni questions the cost. Director Caine states that the cost is $2,800 per year.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby approve the concession services at the Play for All Pavilion/concession stand at 
Deerfield Park contract, to the only qualified bidder, Cagney Food Services, located at 212 
Andrews Ave., West Warwick, RI for the first year (April 2024 to October 2024) at an amount to 
the Town of two thousand, eight hundred, dollars ($2,800.00), paid quarterly and optional two 
year extension (April 2025 to October 2026) at an amount for the Town of six thousand, three 
hundred dollars ($6,300.00) also paid quarterly. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.   
 



Page 29 
Town Council Meeting 
May 7, 2024 
 

W. Consider, discuss, and act upon a short-term contract renewal with 
Veolia Water for operation and maintenance of wastewater treatment 
facilities. 

 
Town Manager Rossi explains the following: This is the last small extension for the sewer 
treatment plant. This will allow the Town to stay with Veolia Water through June 30, 2024. The 
full, long-term contract will be finalized and before the council in anticipation of that.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the reference made to the 2013 contract. Town Manager Rossi 
states this is based on the current one that is existing because the new contract has not been 
finalized.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes a short-term contract renewal agreement until June 30, 2024, as 
proposed by Veolia Water, NA for operation & maintenance services at the wastewater treatment 
facilities. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

XII. Public Comment:  
 
Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, states the following: He sent a letter to the council this 
morning addressing a few issues. One of those being recent meetings held by the Greenville 
Library. On their agenda of April 25, 2024, they convened into executive session to discuss 
litigation. This is not a description that complies with the Open Meetings Act. There are two (2) 
options, they violated that Act, and they discussed one (1) of the two (2) ongoing litigations that 
they we know about. Maybe it was potential litigation, and they left off the word “potential” or 
threatened litigation. He thinks the Town should have an answer for that for the budget hearing 
which is why he is asking the council now to get an answer as to what was meant by that agenda 
item.  He thinks the response will be it was about the old stuff, there is potential litigation or they 
say they are not going to tell you because they don’t have to. Any of the answers will be 
informative for the budget process before the council votes on the budget in June.    
 
Edward DeMayo, 75 Whipple Road, states that he is agreement with Member Toppi with respect 
to the vaping sensors, and if it goes into another phase, it would be in writing that they are 
uninstalled. Mr. DeMayo questions if there is a rental fee. Mr. DeMayo thinks if this is being 
funded by grants, it is a win/win.  
 

XIII. Adjournment: 
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 
         Meeting adjourns at 9:08 p.m.  
 
      ____________________________ 
             Town Clerk  



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 on the proposed Fiscal Year 2025 budget. 



This advertisement will appear in the Providence Journal: 6/5/2024 
This advertisement will appear in the Observer: 6/6/2024 

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX RATE CHANGE 
 

The Town of Smithfield proposes to increase its property tax levy to $61,602,883 in the 2024-2025 

budget year; the property tax levy this year is $60,556,967. THIS IS A PROPOSED INCREASE OF 

1.73% 

 

An increase in the proposed tax levy will result in a property tax rate of $14.53 for residential real estate 

per $1,000 of assessed valuation, as compared to the current property tax rate of $13.72 per $1,000 of 

assessed valuation, and $20.33 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for commercial and industrial, as 

compared to the current property tax rate of $19.20 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.  Tangible personal 

property will result in a property tax rate of $59.74 per $1,000 of assessed valuation as compared to the 

current rate of $59.74. 

 

A property tax rate of $14.96 for residential real estate, $20.94 for commercial real estate and $59.74 for 

tangible personal property would be needed in the coming budget year to raise the maximum levy 

authorized by section 44-5-2 of the general laws. 

 

The Town of Smithfield’s budget for fiscal year 2025 will be considered at a Town Council Meeting on 

Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the Town Council Chambers of Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike 

Smithfield, RI 02917.   

 

The above property tax estimates have been computed in a manner approved by the Rhode Island 

Department of Revenue. 

               T. Michael Lawton 

Town Council President 

 



Amounts Actually

Budgeted for Proposed

Current Year Budget Year

Expenditures - Function or Purpose Operations/Capital Operations/Capital

2023-2024 2024-2025

1. Education 43,200,372$                44,687,865$               

2. General Financial Administration 1,007,473                    1,073,773                   

3. Public Works 3,834,511                    4,222,108                   

4. Police Protection and Animal Control 9,815,864                    10,355,701                 

5. Fire Protection 11,390,241                  12,244,973                 

6. Sewerage 1,100                           1,200                          

7. Other Sanitation 1,707,343                    1,760,881                   

8. Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Center 1,017,786                    1,033,412                   

9. Interest on General Debt 1,872,388                    1,753,389                   

10. Principal on General Debt 2,845,000                    3,755,000                   

11. General Government 3,522,590                    3,677,319                   

12. Town-Wide Obligations 3,082,701                    3,229,362                   

13. Libraries 1,552,709                    1,560,039                   

14. Revaluation 65,000                         65,000                        

15. Boards & Commissions 106,405                       110,681                      

16. Municipal Capital Improvements 1,602,499                    2,070,440                   

Total Expenditures 86,623,982$                91,601,143$               

Revenues

1. Local Property Taxes 60,421,959$                61,602,883$               

2. State

Municipal State Aid 11,240,764                  13,986,290                 

School State Aid 8,742,214                    9,787,396                   

3. Federal 951,300                       1,049,522                   

4. Local (Non-Property)

Miscellaneous Revenue and Interest 2,684,247                    2,768,553                   

Fund Balance Transfers 600,000                       600,000                      

Capital Expenditures and Operations Funds 1,983,498                    1,806,499                   

Total Revenues 86,623,982$                91,601,143$               

Date:  May 13, 2023

REPORT TO TAXPAYERS ON CURRENT AND PROPOSED BUDGET

Certification: This is to certify that data contained in this report is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

T. Michael Lawton

Town Council President  



Town of Smithfield 

Rhode Island 
 

2025 Operating Budget 
BUDGET & FINANCIAL REVIEW BOARD’S APPROVED 

May 8, 2024 

 

 
 

 

 

Smithfield Town Hall 
64 Farnum Pike 

Smithfield, RI  02917 

Phone: (401) 233-1000  ▪ Fax: (401) 233-1080 

Hours: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm  ▪  Monday through Friday 

SMITHFIELDRI.GOV 



Page FY 2025 FY 2025 FY 2025

# Pre-Adoption B&FRB B&FRB

Amount Amendments Adopted

State Tangible Exemptions Exhibit-D $2,837,278 (1,563,775) $1,273,503

Local Taxes (Tax Levy) Exhibit-D $59,697,108 1,905,775 $61,602,883

$342,000

Exhibit - G $434,000 $476,000

800 MHz Mobile Radios for Apparatus 18,000

Stretcher Replacement - Stryker 24,000

$42,000

Exhibit - G $595,000 $895,000

School Capital Reserve Fund 300,000

Exhibit - G $92,000 $0

Senior Van Replacement (92,000)

Exhibit - H $953,152 $941,850

Town Appropriation Page 89 (11,302)

Exhibit - H $5,879,687 $5,982,989

1-01-042-0584 Special Projects - Highway Resurfacing Page 113 103,302

$342,000

$0

Budget Book Addendum for Tax Rate Computation

Town of Smithfield

Fiscal Year 2024 - 2025

Budget & Financial Review Board - Adopted 5/8/2024

General Fund

Revenue Adjustments:

Total Revenue Adjustment

Expenditure Adjustments:

Capital Improvement Projects - Fire Department

Capital Improvement Projects - Legislative and Policy Direction

Capital Improvement Projects - Senior Center

Greenville Public Library

Public Works

Total Expenditure Adjustment

Net Change to the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget

Page 1 of 13



EXHIBIT A

TAX RATE DISCLOSURE

Town of Smithfield

BUDGET ANALYSIS

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025

Current Year - Proposed (ESTIMATED)

Gross Net

Assessed Assessed
Valuation Exemptions Valuation

Residential - Real Estate 2,055,796,481  (5,361,579)      2,050,434,902

Commercial - Real Estate 856,437,955     (47,794,496)    808,643,459

Real Estate - Frozen (Market Value) 678,306,380     (21,779,447)    656,526,933

Tangible Property 225,528,240     (95,611,649)    129,916,591

Proposed Prior Year

Tax Levy Tax Rate Tax Rate Increase $ Increase %

Residential - Real Estate 29,792,819 14.53 13.72 0.81 5.90%

Commercial - Real Estate 16,442,574 20.33 19.20 1.13 5.90%

Real Estate - Frozen 7,606,272

Tangible Property 7,761,217 59.74 59.74 0.00 0.00%

61,602,883

Tax Levies

Proposed Year Tax Levy 61,602,883 91,601,143$       

Prior Year Tax Levy 60,556,967 29,998,260

Levy Increase - Amount 1,045,916 61,602,883$       

Levy Increase - % 1.73%

61,602,883$       

Budget Expenses

GROSS Budget

TOTAL Revenues

NET Budget (Tax Levy)

Current Estimated Tax Levy

EXHIBIT - A

Page 2 of 13
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EXHIBIT   C   

Appropriated Projected Anticipated
FY 2022

1
FY 2023

1
FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2025

REVENUE AND TRANSFERS:

School State Aid 6,966,851$      7,215,401$      8,742,214$        8,742,214$      9,787,396$     

School Receipts - Miscellaneous 601,843           607,179           586,548             586,548           622,400          

Property Taxes 60,202,797      58,132,647      60,421,959        60,332,809      61,602,883     

Intergovernmental Revenue 6,139,896        11,688,892      11,240,764        11,240,764      13,986,290     

Licenses, Fees and Permits 1,276,283        1,133,911        975,000             1,121,463        975,000          

Departmental Revenue 642,464           454,475           1,568,999          1,568,999        1,690,675       

Miscellaneous 457,010           1,391,744        505,000             505,000           530,000          

Other Financing Sources 3,862,834        2,799,123        600,000             600,000           600,000          

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations 1,531,897        1,066,897        1,983,498          1,983,498        1,806,499       

Total Revenue and Transfers 81,681,876$    84,490,269$    86,623,982$      86,681,295$    91,601,143$   

EXPENDITURES:

General Government 3,586,511$      3,731,096$      4,056,999$        3,994,370$      4,259,339$     

Public Safety 20,596,990      21,422,702      21,206,104        21,178,601      22,600,674     

Public Works 4,618,687        4,328,439        5,541,854          5,536,854        5,982,989       

Public Health and Assistance 14,500             14,500             25,325               25,325             25,325            

Recreation and Senior Center 1,222,941        1,308,154        1,522,581          1,533,081        1,560,921       

Libraries 1,471,571        1,501,002        1,552,709          1,529,215        1,560,039       

Education 40,418,021      40,979,602      43,200,372        43,346,835      44,687,865     

Miscellaneous 2,568,534        2,785,666        3,198,151          3,237,127        3,345,162       

Debt Service 2,979,560        4,443,687        4,717,388          4,717,388        5,508,389       

Municipal Capital Improvements 1,393,032        1,171,827        1,602,499          1,582,499        2,070,440       

Total Expenditures 78,870,347$    81,686,677$    86,623,982$      86,681,295$    91,601,143$   

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND TRANSFERS OVER 

EXPENDITURES INCLUDING RUBS 
2

2,811,529$      2,803,592$      (0)$                     0$                    0$                   

Note:             1.  FY 2022 and 2023 are audited amounts.

2.  RUB = Reappropriated Unexpended Balance

Town of Smithfield

FISCAL YEAR 2025

AND EXPENDITURES ON BUDGETARY BASIS

SUMMARY OF REVENUES, TRANSFERS

GENERAL FUND

EXHIBIT - C
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EXHIBIT D

Appropriated Projected Anticipated

FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2025

MISCELLANEOUS STATE & LOCAL REVENUES

School Aid

State Aid Schools 6,966,851       7,215,401         8,742,214       8,742,214       9,787,396       

State Revenues

School Housing Aid 267,750          2,003,330         1,561,250       1,561,250       2,661,250       

Municipal Incentive Aid -                      40,000              -                      -                      -                      

Payment-in-lieu of Taxes - University/Airport 900,667          954,846            941,869          941,869          1,217,452       

Telephone Tax 258,355          269,260            269,260          269,260          289,652          

Hotel Tax / Meals Tax 1,153,398       1,322,762         1,369,691       1,369,691       1,445,739       

Motor Vehicle Phase-out 3,559,726       7,098,694         7,098,694       7,098,694       7,098,694       

State Tangible Exemptions -                      -                       -                      -                      1,273,503       

Federal Aid

SAFER Grant 196,061          -                       951,300          951,300          1,049,522       

Local - Non-Property Tax Revenue

School Miscellaneous 601,843          607,179            586,548          586,548          622,400          

Departmental Revenue 446,403          454,475            617,699          617,699          641,153          

Local Miscellaneous 123,649          106,251            200,000          200,000          200,000          
Licenses, Fees and Permits 1,276,283       1,133,911         975,000          975,000          975,000          
Impact Fees 75,000            645,975            -                      -                      -                      

Interest on Invested Funds (12,464)           421,286            25,000            25,000            50,000            

Interest on Taxes 270,825          218,232            280,000          280,000          280,000          

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations

Revenue for Capital Exp. and Operations 1,531,897       1,066,897         1,983,498       1,983,498       1,806,499       

Other Financing Sources

Lease Proceeds 146,537          -                       -                      -                      -                      

Transfers from Fund Balance 3,716,297       2,799,123         600,000          600,000          600,000          

Total Miscellaneous Revenue 21,479,078     26,357,622       26,202,023 26,202,023     29,998,260     

Local Property Tax Revenues

60,202,797     58,132,647       60,421,959 60,332,809 61,602,883     

TOTAL - ACTUAL AND ANTICIPATED 

REVENUES 81,681,876$   84,490,269$     86,623,982$   86,534,832$   91,601,143$   

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

ACTUAL AND ANTICIPATED REVENUES

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - D
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EXHIBIT  E

ANTICIPATED REVENUE -  GENERAL FUND

Miscellaneous State & Local Revenue

State Revenues

School Housing Aid 2,661,250$   

Payment-in-Lieu of Taxes - University & Airport 1,217,452     

Telephone Tax 289,652        

Hotel Tax / Meals Tax 1,445,739     

Motor Vehicle Phase-out 7,098,694     

State Tangible Exemption 1,273,503     

Total - State Revenues: 13,986,290     

Federal Aid

SAFER Grant 1,049,522     

Total - Federal Revenues: 1,049,522       

Local - Non-Property Tax Revenue

Local Miscellaneous - Town 1,316,660     

Local Miscellaneous - School 622,400        

Impact Fees -                

Indirect Cost Transfers from Enterprise Funds 499,493        

Reserve for Future Tax Assessments 600,000        

Interest on Invested Funds 50,000          

Interest on Taxes 280,000        

Total - Local Miscellaneous: 3,368,553       

Total - State & Local Revenues 18,404,365     

Revenue for Capital Expenditures and Operations

Rescue Billing Fund 1,100,000     

Police Capital Equipment Escrow Fund 256,499        

Capital Reserve Fund 450,000        

Total - Capital Expenditures and Operations Revenues 1,806,499       

School Revenues - State Aid

State Aid School 9,787,396       

Local Property Tax Revenues

Local Taxes (Tax Levy) 61,602,883     

TOTAL - ANTICIPATED REVENUE 91,601,143$   

FY 2024 - 2025

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

REVENUE DETAIL SUMMARY

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - E
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EXHIBIT  F

FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025

Dept # Department Actual Actual Appropriation Projected Request Town Manager's B&FRB Budget

010 1 Building Official 462,524            472,515               527,864            486,478            532,101                507,751                 507,751                 

008 2 Treasurer-Tax Collector 696,562            653,905               703,795            673,278            753,467                745,931                 745,931                 

009 3 Tax Assessor 269,559            284,679               303,678            302,678            329,842                327,842                 327,842                 

031 4 Fire Department 10,540,669       11,225,768          11,390,241       11,362,046       12,365,376           12,244,973            12,244,973            

072 5 East Smithfield Library 575,849            587,365               610,859            587,365            731,212                618,189                 618,189                 

071 6 Greenville Library 895,722            913,637               941,850            941,850            974,737                953,152                 941,850                 

074 7 Senior Center Department 453,389            444,755               504,795               504,795            528,509                527,509                 527,509                 

073 8 East Smithfield Neighborhood Center -                        -                           6,465                6,465                6,465                    6,465                     6,465                     

007 9 Planning and Economic Development 211,491            212,927               234,121            234,121            241,840                242,740                 242,740                 

032 10 Police Department 9,828,057         9,963,468            9,556,187         9,556,187         10,182,404           10,102,774            10,102,774            

033 11 Animal Control 228,265            233,467               259,677            260,368            260,807                252,927                 252,927                 

041-044 12 Public Works 4,618,687         4,328,439            5,541,854         5,536,854         6,922,835             5,879,687              5,982,989              

048 13 Parks and Recreation 769,552            863,399               1,011,321         1,021,821         1,064,864             1,026,947              1,026,947              

011 14 Town Engineer 325,237            339,622               396,557            382,280            418,355                415,855                 415,855                 

070 15 School Department 40,418,021       40,979,602       43,200,372       43,346,835    45,636,271        44,687,865         44,687,865         

006 16 Town Clerk 322,391            344,123               416,342            414,318            424,909                424,909                 424,909                 

004 17 Town Manager 443,575            526,683               505,385            505,245            589,558                589,558                 589,558                 

020 18 Town Hall 148,730            129,481               171,536            178,869            177,587                170,205                 170,205                 

016 19 Human Services -                        -                           10,825              10,825              10,825                  10,825                   10,825                   

034 20 Emergency Management Agency 102,752            105,849               120,496            120,496            122,483                122,483                 122,483                 

001, 002 21 Legislative and Policy 563,524            572,817               570,819            590,627            601,384                601,384                 601,384                 

081 22 Town-Aided Programs 60,350              61,300                 63,850              63,850              64,100                  64,100                   64,100                   

060 23 Board of Assessment Review 135                   300                      250                   300                   300                       300                        300                        

053 24 Board of Canvassers 12,423              50,077                 53,350              53,350              50,676                  50,676                   50,676                   

054 25 Conservation Commission 15,994              24,743                 20,730              20,730              27,730                  27,730                   27,730                   

055 26 Economic Development Commission 1,530                2,250                   2,750                2,400                2,400                    2,400                     2,400                     

049 27 Land Trust Commission 4,006                5,296                   11,200              11,200              11,200                  11,200                   11,200                   

051 28 Planning Board 400                   1,000                   1,250                3,000                3,000                    3,000                     3,000                     

057 29 Soil Erosion Committee 250                   300                      875                   500                   875                       875                        875                        

058 30 Board of Affordable Housing 250                   -                        1,500                -                    -                        -                          -                             

057 31 Zoning Board 4,925                4,531                   8,500                8,500                8,500                    8,500                     8,500                     

052 32 Other Boards & Commissions 254                   -                           6,000                6,000                6,000                    6,000                     6,000                     

021 33 System-Wide Municipal Obligations 2,522,684         2,738,866            3,148,801         3,187,777         3,473,165             3,295,562              3,295,562              

090 34 Municipal Debt Service 2,979,560         4,443,687            4,717,388         4,717,388         5,508,389             5,508,389              5,508,389              

099 35 Municipal Capital Improvements 1,393,032         1,171,827            1,602,499         1,582,499         3,355,940             1,820,440              2,070,440              

Total General Fund Expenditures 78,870,347       81,686,677          86,623,982          86,681,295       95,388,103           91,259,143            91,601,143            

1 Smithfield Sewer Authority 3,604,381            3,767,764            4,079,711            3,988,711         4,013,668             4,022,142              4,022,142              

2 Smithfield Water Supply Board 1,768,072            1,782,818            2,240,925            2,240,925         2,301,025             2,303,337              2,303,337              

3 Smithfield Ice Rink 729,444               803,696               778,192               691,158            989,541                989,541                 989,541                 

Total Enterprise Fund Expenditures 6,101,897            6,354,279            7,098,828            6,920,794         7,304,234             7,315,020              7,315,020              

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 84,972,245$        88,040,955$        93,722,810          93,602,089$     102,692,338         98,574,163            98,916,163            

FISCAL YEAR 2025

Town of Smithfield

GENERAL FUND & ENTERPRISE FUNDS

EXPENDITURES - SUMMARY BY DEPARTMENT

EXHIBIT - F
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EXHIBIT  G-1

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Protective Clothing 50,000$         

New Fire Pumper - Engine 1 - Payment 1 of 4 120,000         

Tower Ladder 1 - Payment 2 of 5 156,000         

JAWS Replacement 45,000           

Fire Hose Replacement 16,000           

Roof Replacement 10,000           

CO Meters 22,000           

Station #1 Flooring 15,000           

800 MHz Mobile Radios for Apparatus 18,000           

Stretcher Replacement - Stryker 24,000           

Total Fire Department  476,000$       

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Replace 4 aging Police Vehicles, Payment (1 of 4) 60,000$         

Firearms Transition Program 55,000           

New Variable Message Sign 18,000           

4 - 2022 Cruisers, Payment (3 of 4) 67,918           

4 - 2021 Cruisers, Payment (2 of 4) 43,581           

Taser Replacement, Payment (3 of 5) 12,000           

Total Police Department 256,499$       

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Lease Payment - Heavy Duty Fleet Vehicles (4 of 4) 108,250$       

Lease Payment - Equipment Replacement (2 of 4) 121,500         

Lease Payment - Fleet Replacement (1 of 4) 113,191         

Wash Bay at DPW Facility (DEM Inspection) design and construction 100,000         

Total Public Works Department 442,941$       

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY

Mountaindale Road Culvert Design (Payment 2) 275,000$       

Spencer Street Drainage Bypass 55,000           

Julien Street Culvert Replacement 65,000           

School Capital Reserve Fund 400,000         

Camp Sheppard Lease Payment (3 of 10) 100,000         

Total Legislative and Policy 895,000$       

PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 2,070,440$    

LESS: REVENUE TOWARD PROJECTS

Police Department Equipment Account 256,499$       

Fire Department - Rescue Billing 476,000         

Capital Reserve Fund 450,000         

Total Revenue/Grants Toward Projects 1,182,499$    

TOTAL TAX LEVY UTILIZED FOR PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

LESS REVENUE TOWARDS PROJECTS 887,941$       

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - G
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EXHIBIT H

FY 2024 FY 2024 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 FY 2024-2025 Amount Percentage

Department Appropriation Projected Requested Town Manager's B&FRB Budget Change Change

1 Building Official 527,864               486,478               532,101                507,751               507,751               (20,113)         -3.81%

2 Treasurer-Tax Collector 703,795               673,278               753,467                745,931               745,931               42,136          5.99%

3 Tax Assessor 303,678               302,678               329,842                327,842               327,842               24,164          7.96%

4 Fire Department 11,390,241          11,362,046          12,365,376           12,244,973          12,244,973          854,733        7.50%

5 East Smithfield Library 610,859               587,365               731,212                618,189               618,189               7,329            1.20%

6 Greenville Library 941,850               941,850               974,737                953,152               941,850               -                    0.00%

7 Senior Center Department 504,795               504,795               528,509                527,509               527,509               22,714          4.50%

8 East Smithfield Neighborhood Center 6,465                   6,465                   6,465                    6,465                   6,465                   -                    0.00%

9 Planning and Economic Development 234,121               234,121               241,840                242,740               242,740               8,619            3.68%

10 Police Department 9,556,187            9,556,187            10,182,404           10,102,774          10,102,774          546,587        5.72%

11 Animal Control 259,677               260,368               260,807                252,927               252,927               (6,750)           -2.60%

12 Public Works 5,541,854            5,536,854            6,922,835             5,879,687            5,982,989            441,135        7.96%

13 Parks and Recreation 1,011,321            1,021,821            1,064,864             1,026,947            1,026,947            15,626          1.55%

14 Town Engineer 396,557               382,280               418,355                415,855               415,855               19,298          4.87%

15 School Department 43,200,372          43,346,835          45,636,271           44,687,865          44,687,865          1,487,493     3.44%

16 Town Clerk 416,342               414,318               424,909                424,909               424,909               8,567            2.06%

17 Town Manager 505,385               505,245               589,558                589,558               589,558               84,173          16.66%

18 Town Hall 171,536               178,869               177,587                170,205               170,205               (1,332)           -0.78%

19 Human Services 10,825                 10,825                 10,825                  10,825                 10,825                 0                   0.00%

20 Emergency Management Agency 120,496               120,496               122,483                122,483               122,483               1,987            1.65%

21 Legislative and Policy 570,819               590,627               601,384                601,384               601,384               30,565          5.35%

22 Town-Aided Programs 63,850                 63,850                 64,100                  64,100                 64,100                 250               0.39%

23 Board of Assessment Review 250                      300                      300                       300                      300                      50                 20.00%

23 Board of Canvassers 53,350                 53,350                 50,676                  50,676                 50,676                 (2,674)           -5.01%

23 Conservation Commission 20,730                 20,730                 27,730                  27,730                 27,730                 7,000            33.77%

23 Economic Development Commission 2,750                   2,400                   2,400                    2,400                   2,400                   (350)              -12.73%

23 Land Trust Commission 11,200                 11,200                 11,200                  11,200                 11,200                 -                    0.00%

23 Planning Board 1,250                   3,000                   3,000                    3,000                   3,000                   1,750            140.00%

29 Soil Erosion Committee 875                      500                      875                       875                      875                      -                    0.00%

30 Board of Affordable Housing 1,500                   -                           -                           -                           -                           (1,500)           -100.00%

31 Zoning Board 8,500                   8,500                   8,500                    8,500                   8,500                   -                    0.00%

32 Other Boards & Commissions 6,000                   6,000                   6,000                    6,000                   6,000                   -                    0.00%

33 System-Wide Municipal Obligations 3,148,801            3,187,777            3,473,165             3,295,562            3,295,562            146,761        4.66%

34 Municipal Debt Service 4,717,388            4,717,388            5,508,389             5,508,389            5,508,389            791,001        16.77%

35 Municipal Capital Improvements 1,602,499            1,582,499            3,355,940             1,820,440            2,070,440            467,941        29.20%

Total General Fund Expenditures 86,623,982          86,681,295          95,388,103           91,259,143          91,601,143          4,977,161     5.75%

1 Smithfield Sewer Authority 4,079,711            3,988,711            4,013,668             4,022,142            4,022,142            (57,569)         -1.41%

2 Smithfield Water Supply Board 2,240,925            2,240,925            2,301,025             2,303,337            2,303,337            62,412          2.79%

3 Smithfield Ice Rink 778,192               691,158               989,541                989,541               989,541               211,349        27.16%

Total Enterprise Fund Expenditures 7,098,827            6,920,794            7,304,233             7,315,020            7,315,020            216,192        3.05%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 93,722,809$        93,602,089$        102,692,337         98,574,163$        98,916,163$        5,193,353     5.54%

Town of Smithfield

OPERATING EXPENDITURES BY DEPARTMENT

GENERAL FUND & ENTERPRISE FUNDS

COMPARISON OF FY 2024 APPROPRIATED AND FY 2025 PROPOSED

FISCAL YEAR 2025

EXHIBIT - H
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EXHIBIT  I

Cash, Investments, and cash equivalents 20,474,910$      
Property taxes receivable 1,629,325          
Due from other funds, entities and intergovernmental receivable 12,871,351        

TOTAL ASSETS 34,975,586$      

Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 3,112,659$        
Due to other funds and intergovernmental payable 16,934,299        
Other Liabilities 468,436             

Total Liabilities 20,515,394        

Deferred Inflow of Resources:

Unavailable tax and fee revenue 701,318             

Fund Balance:

Non-spendable 889,340             
Committed 5,939,625          
Unassigned 6,929,909          

Total Fund Balance 13,758,874        

TOTAL LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOW OF RESOURCES, 

AND FUND BALANCE 34,975,586$      

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOW, AND FUND BALANCE

ASSETS

Town of Smithfield
GENERAL FUND

BALANCE SHEET

FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023

EXHIBIT - I
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EXHIBIT  J

Budget Fiscal 2025 % Fiscal 2024 % $ Change %Change

Municipal Budget 41,404,889$   45.2% 38,706,223$   44.7% 2,698,666$   6.97%

Debt Service 1,284,942       1.4% 1,565,297       1.8% (280,355)       -17.91%

Total Municipal 42,689,831$   46.6% 40,271,520$   46.5% 2,418,311$   6.01%

School Budget 44,687,865$   48.8% 43,200,372$   49.9% 1,487,493$   3.44%

Debt Service 4,223,447       4.6% 3,152,091       3.6% 1,071,356     33.99%

Total School 48,911,312$   53.4% 46,352,463$   53.5% 2,558,849$   5.52%

Operating Budget 86,092,754$   94.0% 81,906,595$   94.6% 4,186,159$   5.11%

Debt Service 5,508,389       6.0% 4,717,388       5.4% 791,001        16.77%

Total Budget 91,601,143$   100.0% 86,623,983$   100.0% 4,977,160$   5.75%

Town of Smithfield
Summary of Debt Service to General Fund Expenditures

(Gross of Outside Revenue)

EXHIBIT - J
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EXHIBIT  K

Unassigned Fund Balance June 30, 2023 6,929,909$         

Capital

Land Trust Reserve Fund

Fund Balance as of June 30, 2023 608,878$         1,241,153$      

Fiscal Year '24 Designated Contributions -                       -                       

Fund Balance Available 608,878           1,241,153        

Fiscal Year 2024 Expenditures -                       (400,000)          

Estimated Cash Balance June 30, 2024 608,878$         841,153$         

Fiscal Year Proposed 2025 Expenditures -                       (450,000)          

Estimated Fund Balance June 30, 2025 608,878$         391,153$         

Town of Smithfield
Charter Amendment Balances

Fiscal Year 2025

EXHIBIT - K
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Payment

Date Principal Total

Town
7/15/2024 1.029% 16,543                16,543                   

1/15/2025 575,000              1.029% 16,543                591,543                 

608,087                 

7/15/2024 5.00% 34,725                34,725                   

1/15/2025 205,000              5.00% 34,725                239,725                 

274,450                 

11/15/2024 5.00% 72,563                72,563                   

5/15/2025 300,000              5.00% 72,563                372,563                 

445,125                 

9/1/2024 305,000              4.00% 51,753                356,753                 

3/1/2025 4.00% 45,653                45,653                   

402,405                 

11/15/2024 5.00% 626,000              626,000                 

5/15/2025 1,270,000           5.00% 626,000              1,896,000              

2,522,000              

9/1/2024 1,100,000           2.09% 84,733                1,184,733              

3/1/2025 2.09% 71,588                71,588                   

1,256,322              

Total Debt Service 3,755,000$         1,753,389$         5,508,389$            

Sewer *  

$560K RI Clean Water Finance Bonds 9/1/2024 37,007                1.03% 293                     37,300                   

37,300                   

9/1/2024 191,700              2.25% 28,947                220,647                 

3/1/2025 2.25% 26,312                26,312                   

246,959                 

9/1/2024 168,450              2.00% 24,206                192,656                 

3/1/2025 2.00% 22,101                22,101                   

214,757                 

Total Sewer Debt Service 397,157$            101,859$            499,016$               

Water *  

9/1/2024 107,783              2.21% 41,839                149,622                 

3/1/2025 2.21% 40,486                40,486                   

190,109                 

Total Water Debt Service 107,783$            82,325$              190,109$               

Total Municipal Debt Service 4,259,940$         1,937,573$         6,197,513$            

$3.00 Water System Revenue Bonds

* Water Bonds are budgeted in Water Fund

$6.075 GO 9/16

$35.985 GO 9/21

$6.618 RIIB 12/22 

$4.0 RI Clean Water Finance Bonds

$3.37 RI Clean Water Finance Bonds

* Sewer Bonds are budgeted in Sewer Fund

$4.375 GO 12/15

Municipal Debt Service

7/1/2024 - 6/30/2025

Interest

$4.355 GO  11/20 (Refunded 11A & 12B)

$2.050 GO 11/20 (Refunded 2011A)
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Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon amendments to the Code of Ordinances, 
Chapter 11 entitled “Boards and Commissions sponsored by Council 
Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. Iannotti. 



 

 

Chapter 11 of the Town of Smithfield Code entitled “Boards and 
Commissions is hereby amended by adding thereto Chapter 11-1.5 entitled 
“Code of Ethics” 

Section 1.  

11-1.5.1 Legislative Purpose. 

Pursuant to Section 12.03 of the Town Charter, the Town Council has 
determined that it is in the public interest to enact and impose a Code of Ethics 
to supplement the Rhode Island Code of Ethics for the purpose of enhancing 
ethical standards for all municipal elected  and appointed officials.  

The Town Council has determined that all its public officials shall adhere to the 
highest standards of ethical conduct, respect the public trust and the rights of all 
persons, be open, accountable, and responsive, avoid the appearance of 
impropriety and not use their position for private gain or advantage. It is the 
intent of this chapter that all public officials in the Town shall be fully subject to 
the provisions of the Rhode Island Code of Ethics.  

Section 2.  

  11-1.5.2. Prohibited Activities  

A. Prohibited Activities by Town Officials 

(1) Nepotism prohibited. No elected or appointed official serving the 
Town shall use his or her office to benefit himself/herself or any business 
associate or any person within his or her family in any way prohibited in 
the Rhode Island Code of Ethics. Persons within the family shall include a 
spouse or any person who is related to an official, whether by blood, 
adoption, or marriage, as any of the following: father, mother, son, 
daughter, uncle, aunt, cousin, nephew, niece, grandmother, grandson, 
granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, 
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, 
stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, or half-sister.  

(2) No elected official shall accept any gift, thing, favor, membership, 
tickets, loans, or promise that exceeds $100 that would not be offered 
or given to him or her if he or she were not an elected official.  



 

 

(3) Any Board or Commission member who has received any gift, thing, 
favor, membership, tickets, loan, campaign contribution, or promise 
that exceeds $100 from any applicant seeking relief from said Board or 
Commission within the eighteen (18) months prior to the hearing on 
said application, shall recuse himself or herself from voting on said 
application. 

(4) The Town Manager, Department Directors, and Deputy Directors of 
the Town of Smithfield shall not testify as paid experts in any 
proceedings outside of their official Town duties.  

(5) No elected official or appointed official shall directly or through any 
other person threaten to use their position to gain an advantage over an 
individual or group of individuals with which they have a property, 
contractual, or other form of financial dispute. 

(6) No elected official or appointed official shall directly or through any 
other person threaten or intimidate or retaliate against any Town 
employee or other person who may file an ethics complaint against the 
official; no elected or appointed official shall directly or through any 
other person, social media, or business entity threaten or intimidate or 
retaliate against any Town employee or other person who may notify 
members of the press about possible wrongdoing under terms of this 
chapter or the Rhode Island Code of Ethics.  

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its adoption. 



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance amendments to Article 2 entitled 
“Definitions”. 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 
Fax (401) 233-1091 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM:         

RE: 

May 15, 2024 

Smithfield Town Council 

 Michael Phillips, Town Planner 

Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

Attached are a number of proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that are proposed 
to bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with the land use enabling acts that became 
effective on January 1st of this year.  The proposed amendments were drafted by Ashley Sweet 
of Weston & Sampson and, were reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Planning 
Board during a number of workshop sessions in the past few months.  The Town Council 
reviewed these amendments at an April 29th Workshop.  

Attachments:  
Proposed Amendments 
Public Hearing Notice 



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ARTICLES AND SECTIONS OF THE 
SMITHFIELD ZONING ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES MADE TO THE 

LAND USE ENABLING ACTS OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Article 2 Definitions Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended 
by adding/amending the following definitions: 

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.2 Specific Definitions 

1. Abutter 
2. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
3. Accessory Use of Structure 
4. Adult Entertainment Adaptive Reuse 

The conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was constructed to a new 
use by maintaining the elements of the structure and adapting such elements to a new use. 
… 

48 49. Development  
4950. Development Plan Review 

The process whereby the Planning Board is authorized to review the site plans, maps and other 
documentation of a development to determine the compliance with the stated purposes and 
standards of this Ordinance. Development plan review. Design or site plan review of a development 
of a permitted use. A municipality may utilize development plan review under limited 
circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of 
the community under specific and objective guidelines, for developments including, but not 
limited to:   

A. A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is 
sought;   

B. An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior 
construction of improvements is sought;  

C. An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine 
(9) residential units;   

D. Development in a designated urban or growth center;   
E. Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities; or   
F. Development in a historic district. 

… 
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8889. Land Development Project 
Land Development Project. A project in which one (1) or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a 
portion thereof, are to be developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for a complex of one or 
more uses, units, or structures, including, but not limited to: planned development or cluster 
development, and/or conservation development for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, recreational, open space, and/or mixed uses as provided for in this Ordinance. 
… 
 
157158. Variance: Permission to depart from the literal requirements of this Ordinance. An 
authorization for the construction or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment 
or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment or maintenance of a use of land, 
which is prohibited by this Ordinance. There shall be only two (2) categories of variance, a use 
variance or a dimensional variance: 

A. Use Variance: Permission to depart from the use requirements of this Ordinance 
where the applicant for the requested variance has shown by evidence upon the 
record that the subject land or structure cannot yield any beneficial use if it is to 
conform to the provisions of this Ordinance; 

B. Dimensional Variance: Permission to depart from the dimensional requirements 
of this Ordinance, where the applicant for the requested relief has shown, by 
evidence upon the record, that there is no other reasonable alternative way to enjoy 
a legally permitted beneficial use of the subject property unless granted the 
requested relief from the dimensional regulations. However, the fact that a use 
may be more profitable or that a structure may be more valuable after the relief is 
granted shall not be grounds for relief, although it may be an incidental result of 
the relief. under the applicable standards set forth in R.I.G.L. § 45-24-41.   

 
Section 2. Article 3 Nonconformance is hereby amended by amended as follows:  
 
ARTICLE 3 NONCONFORMANCE 

3.4 Nonconforming By Dimension (Substandard Lots Of Record) 

A lawfully established building, structure, or parcel of land not in compliance with the dimensional 
… frontage, (also known as a substandard lot of record) is also nonconforming by dimension. 

Notwithstanding the failure of a single substandard lot of record or contiguous lots of record to meet 
the dimensional and /or quantitative requirements of this zoning ordinance, and/or road frontage or 
other access requirements applicable to the district as stated in the ordinance, a substandard lot of 
record shall not be required to seek any zoning relief based solely on the failure to meet minimum lot 
size requirements of the district in which such lot is located.  The setback, frontage, and/or lot width 
requirements for a structure under this section shall be reduced and the maximum building coverage 
requirements shall be increased by the same proportion as the lot area of the substandard lot is to the 
minimum lot area requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is located.  All proposals 
exceeding such reduced requirement shall proceed with a modification request under Section 10.3 or 
a dimensional variance request under Section 10.8, whichever is applicable. 
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3.7   EXISTENCE BY VARIANCE OR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

A nonconforming building, structure, sign, or parcel of land or the use thereof, which exists by virtue 
of a variance or a special use permit granted by the Board permitting authority, shall not be considered 
a nonconformance for the purposes of this Article, and shall not acquire the rights of this Article. 
Rather, such building, structure, sign, parcel of land, or use thereof, shall be considered a use by 
variance or a use by special use permit and any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion, 
intensification or change of such building, structure, sign, parcel of land or use thereof, to any use other 
than a permitted use or other than in complete conformance with this Ordinance, shall require a further 
variance or special use permit from the Board permitting authority.  
 

3.11 Land Nonconforming by Area 

E.        Merger Prohibited for Certain Lots 

The merger of lots shall not be required, in any zoning district, when the 
substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent 
(50%) of the lots within two hundred (200) feet of the subject lot, as confirmed by 
the zoning enforcement officer through the submission of a Compilation Survey 
stamped and signed by a Rhode Island Registered Land Surveyor. 

 
Section 3. Article 4 Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding the following new section 
entitled “Adaptive Reuse Projects”:  

ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 

A. Permitted Use. Adaptive reuse for the conversion of any commercial building, including 
offices, schools, religious facilities, medical buildings, and malls into residential units or 
mixed-use developments is a permitted use, under the criteria described below under 
Eligibility. 

B. Eligibility. 

1. Adaptive reuse development must include at least 50% of existing gross floor area 
developed into residential units. 

2. There are no environmental land use restrictions recorded on the property preventing the 
conversion to residential use by RIDEM or the US EPA. 

C. Density.  

1. For projects that meet the following criteria, the residential density shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre: 

a) Where the project is limited to the existing footprint, except that the footprint is allowed 
to be expanded to accommodate upgrades related to the building fire code, and utility 
requirements. 



4 
 

b) The development includes at least twenty percent (20%) low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

c) The development has access to public sewer and water service or has access to adequate 
private water, such as well and/or wastewater treatment systems approved by the 
relevant state agency for the entire development as applicable. 

2. For all other adaptive reuse projects, the residential density permitted in the converted 
structure shall be the maximum allowed that otherwise meets all standards of minimum 
housing and has access to public sewer and water services or has access to adequate private 
water, such as well and wastewater treatment systems approved by the relevant state 
agency for the entire development, as applicable.  

3. The density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public 
health and safety standards. 

D. Dimensional requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing building setbacks shall 
remain and are considered legal nonconforming. 

2. No additional encroachments shall be permitted into any nonconforming setback unless 
relief is granted by the permitting authority. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the height of the structure shall be 
considered legal nonconforming if it exceeds the maximum height of the zoning district in 
which the structure is located. 

a) Any rooftop construction necessary for building or fire code compliance, or utility 
infrastructure is included in the height exemption. 

E. Parking requirements. 

1. Adaptive reuse developments shall provide one parking space per dwelling unit. The 
applicant may propose additional parking in excess of one space per dwelling unit.  

2. The number of parking spaces required, as defined in Article 7, shall apply for uses other 
than residential. 

F. Performance Standards 

1. The performance standards set forth in Article 6.3 shall apply to all adaptive reuse projects. 

G. Allowed uses within an adaptive reuse project. 

1. Residential dwelling units are a permitted use in an adaptive reuse project regardless of the 
zoning district in which the structure is located, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
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Section 4. Article 6 Supplementary Regulations is hereby amended by adding three (3) new 
sections entitled: 6.11 Land Development Projects,  6.12  Unified Development Review and 
6.13  Development Plan Review. 

ARTICLE 6 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

6.11     Land development projects. 

A. Land development projects shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
procedures established in the Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §45-23.  

B. No land development project shall be initiated until a plan of the project 
has been submitted and approval has been granted by the authorized 
permitting authority, as determined in Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

C. The permitting authority is empowered to apply any special conditions and 
stipulations to the approval that may, in the opinion of the authorized 
permitting authority, be required to maintain harmony with neighboring 
uses and promote the objectives and purposes of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance.  

 

6.12    Unified Development Review 

A. Unified development review established. There shall be unified 
development review for the issuance of variances and special use permits 
for properties undergoing review by development plan review and/or land 
development or subdivision review.  

B. Public hearing. All land development and subdivision applications, and 
development plan review applications that include requests for variances 
and/or special-use permits submitted pursuant to this section, shall require 
a public hearing that meets the requirements of Section 10.8.B. 

C. In granting requests for dimensional and use variances, the Planning Board 
shall be bound to the requirements of Section 10.8.C.1 relative to entering 
evidence into the record in satisfaction of the applicable standards and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

D. In reviewing requests for special use permits the Planning Board shall be 
bound to the conditions and procedures under which a special use permit 
may be issued and the criteria for the issuance of such permits, as found 
within the zoning ordinance Section 10.8.C.2, and shall be required to 
provide for the recording of findings of fact and written decisions as 
described in the zoning ordinance pursuant to Section 10.8.C and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

E. Appeals. An appeal from any decision made pursuant to this section may 
be taken pursuant to Section. 

6.13    Development Plan Review 

A. Development plan review established. There shall be development plan 
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review for uses that are permitted by right under the zoning ordinance.  

B. Permitting authority. The permitting authority shall be as determined in the 
Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

C. Specific and objective guidelines. Design of all projects shall be consistent 
with the provisions of the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

D. Waivers. The authorized permitting authority may grant waivers of design 
standards as set forth in the regulations. 

E. Appeal. A rejection of the decision shall be an appealable decision 
pursuant to Section 10.13. 

 
Section 5. Article 10 Administration, Enforcement and Relief is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 10 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND RELIEF 

10.3  MODIFICATIONS GRANTED BY THE OFFICIAL 

The Official is hereby empowered to hear and grant Modifications.  Submission requirements for 
Applications for such Modifications shall be the same as those for a Dimensional Variance 
Application, provided that references to the Zoning Board shall refer to the Official. 

A. A Modification may be requested for adjustments or deviations not exceeding 25% of 
any of the requirements of Table I, “Dimensional Regulations” in §5.4 or quantitative 
or dimensional requirements of parking, signs, landscaping, and other similar 
requirements of this Ordinance, but excluding the moving of lot lines, lot area, and 
density the literal dimensional requirements of this ordinance. This does not permit 
the moving of lot lines. 

B. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a request for a Modification, the Official shall make 
a decision as to the suitability of the requested Modification based on the following 
determinations: 

1. The Modification requested is reasonably necessary for the full enjoyment of 
the permitted use;  

2. If the Modification is granted, neighboring property will neither be 
substantially injured nor its appropriate use substantially impaired;  

3. The Modification requested is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan and this Zoning Ordinance The Modification requested 
does not violate any rules or regulations with respect to a freshwater or coastal 
wetland; and 

4. The Modification requested does not require a Variance of a flood hazard 
requirement. 

C. Upon an affirmative determination on the Modification, in the case of a modification 
of five percent (5%) or less, the Official shall have the authority to issue a permit 
approving the modification, without any public notice requirements. In the case of a 
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modification of greater than five percent (5%), the Official shall notify, by first class 
mail, all property owners abutting the property which is the subject of the modification 
request and shall indicate the street address of the subject property in the notice, and 
shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation within the town give notice in the same 
manner as would be given for a Variance Application, pursuant to §10.8(B), that the 
Modification will be granted unless written objection is received within thirty fourteen 
(3014) days of the public notice, and inviting the public to inspect the plans and 
Application during normal working hours.  If any written objection is received within 
thirty fourteen (3014) days, the request for a Modification shall be denied scheduled 
for the next available hearing before the Zoning Board on application for a dimensional 
variance following the standard procedures for such variances, including notice 
requirements provided in Section 10.8.B .  In such case, the changes requested will be 
considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be issued by the Zoning 
Board following the standard procedures for Variances. 

D. If no written objections are received within thirty fourteen (3014) days, the Official 
shall grant the Modification.  The Official may apply such special conditions to the 
Permit as may, in the opinion of the Official, be required to conform to the intent and 
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Official shall keep public records of all 
requests for Modifications, and of findings, determinations, special conditions, and any 
objections received.  If the Official grants the Modification, the written decision thereof 
shall be recorded in the Land Evidence Records of the Town. 

E. If the Official denies the Modification, or if the applicant is aggrieved by some part of 
the Official's decision, there is no right of appeal.  Rather, the changes requested will 
be considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be granted by the 
Zoning Board following the standard procedures for Dimensional Variances Cost of 
any notice required under this section shall be borne by the applicant requesting the 
modification. 
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Section 6. These Ordinance Amendments shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their 
adoption by the Smithfield Town Council. 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAILITY: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony M. Gallone, Jr. 
TOWN SOLICITOR 
 
 
ADOPTED: _________________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio 
TOWN CLERK 

 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon 
proposed amendments to the following Articles and Section(s) of the Smithfield Zoning 
Ordinance: 

Summary of Amendments: the amendments are being proposed to numerous sections of 
the Zoning Ordinance to comply with amendments made to the land use enabling acts that 
went into effect on January 1, 2024. 

The amendments involve adding changes to the following articles and sections of the 
ordinance including: Article 2 Definitions; Article 3 Nonconformance; 3.7  Existence By 
Variance Or Special Use Permit; 3.11 Land Nonconforming By Area, E. Merger Prohibited 
For Certain Lots; Article 4 Use Regulations, (New Section) 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 
with subsections A-G; Article 6 –Supplementary Regulations (New subsections) 6.1 Land 
development projects, 6.12 Unified Development Review and 6.13 Development Plan 
Review and Article 10 Administration, Enforcement And Relief 

These amendments are proposed to be made in accordance with the provisions of 45-24-
53 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island (1956, as amended).   

At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the 
proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments may be altered or amended prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or 
because of the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 
presented for comment in the course of the Hearing.   

A complete copy of the proposed amendments and map are available for inspection or 
copying at the Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode 
Island during regular business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday).  Interested 
persons requiring special accommodations or assistance are requested to notify the Town 
Manager's Office (401-233-1010) at least 48 hours in advance of the Hearing.   

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

____________________________________________________________ 
Please publish as a display ad in the May 30th, June 6th and June 13th 
editions of the Valley Breeze using type size at least as large as the normal 
type size used in news articles. 



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance amendments to Article 3 entitled 
“Nonconformance”. 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 
Fax (401) 233-1091 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM:         

RE: 

May 15, 2024 

Smithfield Town Council 

 Michael Phillips, Town Planner 

Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

Attached are a number of proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that are proposed 
to bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with the land use enabling acts that became 
effective on January 1st of this year.  The proposed amendments were drafted by Ashley Sweet 
of Weston & Sampson and, were reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Planning 
Board during a number of workshop sessions in the past few months.  The Town Council 
reviewed these amendments at an April 29th Workshop.  

Attachments:  
Proposed Amendments 
Public Hearing Notice 



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ARTICLES AND SECTIONS OF THE 
SMITHFIELD ZONING ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES MADE TO THE 

LAND USE ENABLING ACTS OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Article 2 Definitions Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended 
by adding/amending the following definitions: 

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.2 Specific Definitions 

1. Abutter 
2. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
3. Accessory Use of Structure 
4. Adult Entertainment Adaptive Reuse 

The conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was constructed to a new 
use by maintaining the elements of the structure and adapting such elements to a new use. 
… 

48 49. Development  
4950. Development Plan Review 

The process whereby the Planning Board is authorized to review the site plans, maps and other 
documentation of a development to determine the compliance with the stated purposes and 
standards of this Ordinance. Development plan review. Design or site plan review of a development 
of a permitted use. A municipality may utilize development plan review under limited 
circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of 
the community under specific and objective guidelines, for developments including, but not 
limited to:   

A. A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is 
sought;   

B. An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior 
construction of improvements is sought;  

C. An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine 
(9) residential units;   

D. Development in a designated urban or growth center;   
E. Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities; or   
F. Development in a historic district. 

… 
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8889. Land Development Project 
Land Development Project. A project in which one (1) or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a 
portion thereof, are to be developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for a complex of one or 
more uses, units, or structures, including, but not limited to: planned development or cluster 
development, and/or conservation development for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, recreational, open space, and/or mixed uses as provided for in this Ordinance. 
… 
 
157158. Variance: Permission to depart from the literal requirements of this Ordinance. An 
authorization for the construction or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment 
or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment or maintenance of a use of land, 
which is prohibited by this Ordinance. There shall be only two (2) categories of variance, a use 
variance or a dimensional variance: 

A. Use Variance: Permission to depart from the use requirements of this Ordinance 
where the applicant for the requested variance has shown by evidence upon the 
record that the subject land or structure cannot yield any beneficial use if it is to 
conform to the provisions of this Ordinance; 

B. Dimensional Variance: Permission to depart from the dimensional requirements 
of this Ordinance, where the applicant for the requested relief has shown, by 
evidence upon the record, that there is no other reasonable alternative way to enjoy 
a legally permitted beneficial use of the subject property unless granted the 
requested relief from the dimensional regulations. However, the fact that a use 
may be more profitable or that a structure may be more valuable after the relief is 
granted shall not be grounds for relief, although it may be an incidental result of 
the relief. under the applicable standards set forth in R.I.G.L. § 45-24-41.   

 
Section 2. Article 3 Nonconformance is hereby amended by amended as follows:  
 
ARTICLE 3 NONCONFORMANCE 

3.4 Nonconforming By Dimension (Substandard Lots Of Record) 

A lawfully established building, structure, or parcel of land not in compliance with the dimensional 
… frontage, (also known as a substandard lot of record) is also nonconforming by dimension. 

Notwithstanding the failure of a single substandard lot of record or contiguous lots of record to meet 
the dimensional and /or quantitative requirements of this zoning ordinance, and/or road frontage or 
other access requirements applicable to the district as stated in the ordinance, a substandard lot of 
record shall not be required to seek any zoning relief based solely on the failure to meet minimum lot 
size requirements of the district in which such lot is located.  The setback, frontage, and/or lot width 
requirements for a structure under this section shall be reduced and the maximum building coverage 
requirements shall be increased by the same proportion as the lot area of the substandard lot is to the 
minimum lot area requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is located.  All proposals 
exceeding such reduced requirement shall proceed with a modification request under Section 10.3 or 
a dimensional variance request under Section 10.8, whichever is applicable. 
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3.7   EXISTENCE BY VARIANCE OR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

A nonconforming building, structure, sign, or parcel of land or the use thereof, which exists by virtue 
of a variance or a special use permit granted by the Board permitting authority, shall not be considered 
a nonconformance for the purposes of this Article, and shall not acquire the rights of this Article. 
Rather, such building, structure, sign, parcel of land, or use thereof, shall be considered a use by 
variance or a use by special use permit and any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion, 
intensification or change of such building, structure, sign, parcel of land or use thereof, to any use other 
than a permitted use or other than in complete conformance with this Ordinance, shall require a further 
variance or special use permit from the Board permitting authority.  
 

3.11 Land Nonconforming by Area 

E.        Merger Prohibited for Certain Lots 

The merger of lots shall not be required, in any zoning district, when the 
substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent 
(50%) of the lots within two hundred (200) feet of the subject lot, as confirmed by 
the zoning enforcement officer through the submission of a Compilation Survey 
stamped and signed by a Rhode Island Registered Land Surveyor. 

 
Section 3. Article 4 Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding the following new section 
entitled “Adaptive Reuse Projects”:  

ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 

A. Permitted Use. Adaptive reuse for the conversion of any commercial building, including 
offices, schools, religious facilities, medical buildings, and malls into residential units or 
mixed-use developments is a permitted use, under the criteria described below under 
Eligibility. 

B. Eligibility. 

1. Adaptive reuse development must include at least 50% of existing gross floor area 
developed into residential units. 

2. There are no environmental land use restrictions recorded on the property preventing the 
conversion to residential use by RIDEM or the US EPA. 

C. Density.  

1. For projects that meet the following criteria, the residential density shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre: 

a) Where the project is limited to the existing footprint, except that the footprint is allowed 
to be expanded to accommodate upgrades related to the building fire code, and utility 
requirements. 
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b) The development includes at least twenty percent (20%) low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

c) The development has access to public sewer and water service or has access to adequate 
private water, such as well and/or wastewater treatment systems approved by the 
relevant state agency for the entire development as applicable. 

2. For all other adaptive reuse projects, the residential density permitted in the converted 
structure shall be the maximum allowed that otherwise meets all standards of minimum 
housing and has access to public sewer and water services or has access to adequate private 
water, such as well and wastewater treatment systems approved by the relevant state 
agency for the entire development, as applicable.  

3. The density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public 
health and safety standards. 

D. Dimensional requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing building setbacks shall 
remain and are considered legal nonconforming. 

2. No additional encroachments shall be permitted into any nonconforming setback unless 
relief is granted by the permitting authority. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the height of the structure shall be 
considered legal nonconforming if it exceeds the maximum height of the zoning district in 
which the structure is located. 

a) Any rooftop construction necessary for building or fire code compliance, or utility 
infrastructure is included in the height exemption. 

E. Parking requirements. 

1. Adaptive reuse developments shall provide one parking space per dwelling unit. The 
applicant may propose additional parking in excess of one space per dwelling unit.  

2. The number of parking spaces required, as defined in Article 7, shall apply for uses other 
than residential. 

F. Performance Standards 

1. The performance standards set forth in Article 6.3 shall apply to all adaptive reuse projects. 

G. Allowed uses within an adaptive reuse project. 

1. Residential dwelling units are a permitted use in an adaptive reuse project regardless of the 
zoning district in which the structure is located, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
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Section 4. Article 6 Supplementary Regulations is hereby amended by adding three (3) new 
sections entitled: 6.11 Land Development Projects,  6.12  Unified Development Review and 
6.13  Development Plan Review. 

ARTICLE 6 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

6.11     Land development projects. 

A. Land development projects shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
procedures established in the Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §45-23.  

B. No land development project shall be initiated until a plan of the project 
has been submitted and approval has been granted by the authorized 
permitting authority, as determined in Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

C. The permitting authority is empowered to apply any special conditions and 
stipulations to the approval that may, in the opinion of the authorized 
permitting authority, be required to maintain harmony with neighboring 
uses and promote the objectives and purposes of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance.  

 

6.12    Unified Development Review 

A. Unified development review established. There shall be unified 
development review for the issuance of variances and special use permits 
for properties undergoing review by development plan review and/or land 
development or subdivision review.  

B. Public hearing. All land development and subdivision applications, and 
development plan review applications that include requests for variances 
and/or special-use permits submitted pursuant to this section, shall require 
a public hearing that meets the requirements of Section 10.8.B. 

C. In granting requests for dimensional and use variances, the Planning Board 
shall be bound to the requirements of Section 10.8.C.1 relative to entering 
evidence into the record in satisfaction of the applicable standards and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

D. In reviewing requests for special use permits the Planning Board shall be 
bound to the conditions and procedures under which a special use permit 
may be issued and the criteria for the issuance of such permits, as found 
within the zoning ordinance Section 10.8.C.2, and shall be required to 
provide for the recording of findings of fact and written decisions as 
described in the zoning ordinance pursuant to Section 10.8.C and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

E. Appeals. An appeal from any decision made pursuant to this section may 
be taken pursuant to Section. 

6.13    Development Plan Review 

A. Development plan review established. There shall be development plan 
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review for uses that are permitted by right under the zoning ordinance.  

B. Permitting authority. The permitting authority shall be as determined in the 
Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

C. Specific and objective guidelines. Design of all projects shall be consistent 
with the provisions of the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

D. Waivers. The authorized permitting authority may grant waivers of design 
standards as set forth in the regulations. 

E. Appeal. A rejection of the decision shall be an appealable decision 
pursuant to Section 10.13. 

 
Section 5. Article 10 Administration, Enforcement and Relief is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 10 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND RELIEF 

10.3  MODIFICATIONS GRANTED BY THE OFFICIAL 

The Official is hereby empowered to hear and grant Modifications.  Submission requirements for 
Applications for such Modifications shall be the same as those for a Dimensional Variance 
Application, provided that references to the Zoning Board shall refer to the Official. 

A. A Modification may be requested for adjustments or deviations not exceeding 25% of 
any of the requirements of Table I, “Dimensional Regulations” in §5.4 or quantitative 
or dimensional requirements of parking, signs, landscaping, and other similar 
requirements of this Ordinance, but excluding the moving of lot lines, lot area, and 
density the literal dimensional requirements of this ordinance. This does not permit 
the moving of lot lines. 

B. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a request for a Modification, the Official shall make 
a decision as to the suitability of the requested Modification based on the following 
determinations: 

1. The Modification requested is reasonably necessary for the full enjoyment of 
the permitted use;  

2. If the Modification is granted, neighboring property will neither be 
substantially injured nor its appropriate use substantially impaired;  

3. The Modification requested is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan and this Zoning Ordinance The Modification requested 
does not violate any rules or regulations with respect to a freshwater or coastal 
wetland; and 

4. The Modification requested does not require a Variance of a flood hazard 
requirement. 

C. Upon an affirmative determination on the Modification, in the case of a modification 
of five percent (5%) or less, the Official shall have the authority to issue a permit 
approving the modification, without any public notice requirements. In the case of a 
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modification of greater than five percent (5%), the Official shall notify, by first class 
mail, all property owners abutting the property which is the subject of the modification 
request and shall indicate the street address of the subject property in the notice, and 
shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation within the town give notice in the same 
manner as would be given for a Variance Application, pursuant to §10.8(B), that the 
Modification will be granted unless written objection is received within thirty fourteen 
(3014) days of the public notice, and inviting the public to inspect the plans and 
Application during normal working hours.  If any written objection is received within 
thirty fourteen (3014) days, the request for a Modification shall be denied scheduled 
for the next available hearing before the Zoning Board on application for a dimensional 
variance following the standard procedures for such variances, including notice 
requirements provided in Section 10.8.B .  In such case, the changes requested will be 
considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be issued by the Zoning 
Board following the standard procedures for Variances. 

D. If no written objections are received within thirty fourteen (3014) days, the Official 
shall grant the Modification.  The Official may apply such special conditions to the 
Permit as may, in the opinion of the Official, be required to conform to the intent and 
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Official shall keep public records of all 
requests for Modifications, and of findings, determinations, special conditions, and any 
objections received.  If the Official grants the Modification, the written decision thereof 
shall be recorded in the Land Evidence Records of the Town. 

E. If the Official denies the Modification, or if the applicant is aggrieved by some part of 
the Official's decision, there is no right of appeal.  Rather, the changes requested will 
be considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be granted by the 
Zoning Board following the standard procedures for Dimensional Variances Cost of 
any notice required under this section shall be borne by the applicant requesting the 
modification. 
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Section 6. These Ordinance Amendments shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their 
adoption by the Smithfield Town Council. 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAILITY: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony M. Gallone, Jr. 
TOWN SOLICITOR 
 
 
ADOPTED: _________________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio 
TOWN CLERK 

 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon 
proposed amendments to the following Articles and Section(s) of the Smithfield Zoning 
Ordinance: 

Summary of Amendments: the amendments are being proposed to numerous sections of 
the Zoning Ordinance to comply with amendments made to the land use enabling acts that 
went into effect on January 1, 2024. 

The amendments involve adding changes to the following articles and sections of the 
ordinance including: Article 2 Definitions; Article 3 Nonconformance; 3.7  Existence By 
Variance Or Special Use Permit; 3.11 Land Nonconforming By Area, E. Merger Prohibited 
For Certain Lots; Article 4 Use Regulations, (New Section) 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 
with subsections A-G; Article 6 –Supplementary Regulations (New subsections) 6.1 Land 
development projects, 6.12 Unified Development Review and 6.13 Development Plan 
Review and Article 10 Administration, Enforcement And Relief 

These amendments are proposed to be made in accordance with the provisions of 45-24-
53 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island (1956, as amended).   

At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the 
proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments may be altered or amended prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or 
because of the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 
presented for comment in the course of the Hearing.   

A complete copy of the proposed amendments and map are available for inspection or 
copying at the Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode 
Island during regular business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday).  Interested 
persons requiring special accommodations or assistance are requested to notify the Town 
Manager's Office (401-233-1010) at least 48 hours in advance of the Hearing.   

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

____________________________________________________________ 
Please publish as a display ad in the May 30th, June 6th and June 13th 
editions of the Valley Breeze using type size at least as large as the normal 
type size used in news articles. 



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance amendments to Article 4 entitled 
“Use Regulations”. 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 
Fax (401) 233-1091 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM:         

RE: 

May 15, 2024 

Smithfield Town Council 

 Michael Phillips, Town Planner 

Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

Attached are a number of proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that are proposed 
to bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with the land use enabling acts that became 
effective on January 1st of this year.  The proposed amendments were drafted by Ashley Sweet 
of Weston & Sampson and, were reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Planning 
Board during a number of workshop sessions in the past few months.  The Town Council 
reviewed these amendments at an April 29th Workshop.  

Attachments:  
Proposed Amendments 
Public Hearing Notice 



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ARTICLES AND SECTIONS OF THE 
SMITHFIELD ZONING ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES MADE TO THE 

LAND USE ENABLING ACTS OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Article 2 Definitions Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended 
by adding/amending the following definitions: 

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.2 Specific Definitions 

1. Abutter 
2. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
3. Accessory Use of Structure 
4. Adult Entertainment Adaptive Reuse 

The conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was constructed to a new 
use by maintaining the elements of the structure and adapting such elements to a new use. 
… 

48 49. Development  
4950. Development Plan Review 

The process whereby the Planning Board is authorized to review the site plans, maps and other 
documentation of a development to determine the compliance with the stated purposes and 
standards of this Ordinance. Development plan review. Design or site plan review of a development 
of a permitted use. A municipality may utilize development plan review under limited 
circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of 
the community under specific and objective guidelines, for developments including, but not 
limited to:   

A. A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is 
sought;   

B. An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior 
construction of improvements is sought;  

C. An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine 
(9) residential units;   

D. Development in a designated urban or growth center;   
E. Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities; or   
F. Development in a historic district. 

… 
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8889. Land Development Project 
Land Development Project. A project in which one (1) or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a 
portion thereof, are to be developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for a complex of one or 
more uses, units, or structures, including, but not limited to: planned development or cluster 
development, and/or conservation development for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, recreational, open space, and/or mixed uses as provided for in this Ordinance. 
… 
 
157158. Variance: Permission to depart from the literal requirements of this Ordinance. An 
authorization for the construction or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment 
or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment or maintenance of a use of land, 
which is prohibited by this Ordinance. There shall be only two (2) categories of variance, a use 
variance or a dimensional variance: 

A. Use Variance: Permission to depart from the use requirements of this Ordinance 
where the applicant for the requested variance has shown by evidence upon the 
record that the subject land or structure cannot yield any beneficial use if it is to 
conform to the provisions of this Ordinance; 

B. Dimensional Variance: Permission to depart from the dimensional requirements 
of this Ordinance, where the applicant for the requested relief has shown, by 
evidence upon the record, that there is no other reasonable alternative way to enjoy 
a legally permitted beneficial use of the subject property unless granted the 
requested relief from the dimensional regulations. However, the fact that a use 
may be more profitable or that a structure may be more valuable after the relief is 
granted shall not be grounds for relief, although it may be an incidental result of 
the relief. under the applicable standards set forth in R.I.G.L. § 45-24-41.   

 
Section 2. Article 3 Nonconformance is hereby amended by amended as follows:  
 
ARTICLE 3 NONCONFORMANCE 

3.4 Nonconforming By Dimension (Substandard Lots Of Record) 

A lawfully established building, structure, or parcel of land not in compliance with the dimensional 
… frontage, (also known as a substandard lot of record) is also nonconforming by dimension. 

Notwithstanding the failure of a single substandard lot of record or contiguous lots of record to meet 
the dimensional and /or quantitative requirements of this zoning ordinance, and/or road frontage or 
other access requirements applicable to the district as stated in the ordinance, a substandard lot of 
record shall not be required to seek any zoning relief based solely on the failure to meet minimum lot 
size requirements of the district in which such lot is located.  The setback, frontage, and/or lot width 
requirements for a structure under this section shall be reduced and the maximum building coverage 
requirements shall be increased by the same proportion as the lot area of the substandard lot is to the 
minimum lot area requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is located.  All proposals 
exceeding such reduced requirement shall proceed with a modification request under Section 10.3 or 
a dimensional variance request under Section 10.8, whichever is applicable. 
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3.7   EXISTENCE BY VARIANCE OR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

A nonconforming building, structure, sign, or parcel of land or the use thereof, which exists by virtue 
of a variance or a special use permit granted by the Board permitting authority, shall not be considered 
a nonconformance for the purposes of this Article, and shall not acquire the rights of this Article. 
Rather, such building, structure, sign, parcel of land, or use thereof, shall be considered a use by 
variance or a use by special use permit and any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion, 
intensification or change of such building, structure, sign, parcel of land or use thereof, to any use other 
than a permitted use or other than in complete conformance with this Ordinance, shall require a further 
variance or special use permit from the Board permitting authority.  
 

3.11 Land Nonconforming by Area 

E.        Merger Prohibited for Certain Lots 

The merger of lots shall not be required, in any zoning district, when the 
substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent 
(50%) of the lots within two hundred (200) feet of the subject lot, as confirmed by 
the zoning enforcement officer through the submission of a Compilation Survey 
stamped and signed by a Rhode Island Registered Land Surveyor. 

 
Section 3. Article 4 Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding the following new section 
entitled “Adaptive Reuse Projects”:  

ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 

A. Permitted Use. Adaptive reuse for the conversion of any commercial building, including 
offices, schools, religious facilities, medical buildings, and malls into residential units or 
mixed-use developments is a permitted use, under the criteria described below under 
Eligibility. 

B. Eligibility. 

1. Adaptive reuse development must include at least 50% of existing gross floor area 
developed into residential units. 

2. There are no environmental land use restrictions recorded on the property preventing the 
conversion to residential use by RIDEM or the US EPA. 

C. Density.  

1. For projects that meet the following criteria, the residential density shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre: 

a) Where the project is limited to the existing footprint, except that the footprint is allowed 
to be expanded to accommodate upgrades related to the building fire code, and utility 
requirements. 
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b) The development includes at least twenty percent (20%) low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

c) The development has access to public sewer and water service or has access to adequate 
private water, such as well and/or wastewater treatment systems approved by the 
relevant state agency for the entire development as applicable. 

2. For all other adaptive reuse projects, the residential density permitted in the converted 
structure shall be the maximum allowed that otherwise meets all standards of minimum 
housing and has access to public sewer and water services or has access to adequate private 
water, such as well and wastewater treatment systems approved by the relevant state 
agency for the entire development, as applicable.  

3. The density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public 
health and safety standards. 

D. Dimensional requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing building setbacks shall 
remain and are considered legal nonconforming. 

2. No additional encroachments shall be permitted into any nonconforming setback unless 
relief is granted by the permitting authority. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the height of the structure shall be 
considered legal nonconforming if it exceeds the maximum height of the zoning district in 
which the structure is located. 

a) Any rooftop construction necessary for building or fire code compliance, or utility 
infrastructure is included in the height exemption. 

E. Parking requirements. 

1. Adaptive reuse developments shall provide one parking space per dwelling unit. The 
applicant may propose additional parking in excess of one space per dwelling unit.  

2. The number of parking spaces required, as defined in Article 7, shall apply for uses other 
than residential. 

F. Performance Standards 

1. The performance standards set forth in Article 6.3 shall apply to all adaptive reuse projects. 

G. Allowed uses within an adaptive reuse project. 

1. Residential dwelling units are a permitted use in an adaptive reuse project regardless of the 
zoning district in which the structure is located, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
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Section 4. Article 6 Supplementary Regulations is hereby amended by adding three (3) new 
sections entitled: 6.11 Land Development Projects,  6.12  Unified Development Review and 
6.13  Development Plan Review. 

ARTICLE 6 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

6.11     Land development projects. 

A. Land development projects shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
procedures established in the Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §45-23.  

B. No land development project shall be initiated until a plan of the project 
has been submitted and approval has been granted by the authorized 
permitting authority, as determined in Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

C. The permitting authority is empowered to apply any special conditions and 
stipulations to the approval that may, in the opinion of the authorized 
permitting authority, be required to maintain harmony with neighboring 
uses and promote the objectives and purposes of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance.  

 

6.12    Unified Development Review 

A. Unified development review established. There shall be unified 
development review for the issuance of variances and special use permits 
for properties undergoing review by development plan review and/or land 
development or subdivision review.  

B. Public hearing. All land development and subdivision applications, and 
development plan review applications that include requests for variances 
and/or special-use permits submitted pursuant to this section, shall require 
a public hearing that meets the requirements of Section 10.8.B. 

C. In granting requests for dimensional and use variances, the Planning Board 
shall be bound to the requirements of Section 10.8.C.1 relative to entering 
evidence into the record in satisfaction of the applicable standards and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

D. In reviewing requests for special use permits the Planning Board shall be 
bound to the conditions and procedures under which a special use permit 
may be issued and the criteria for the issuance of such permits, as found 
within the zoning ordinance Section 10.8.C.2, and shall be required to 
provide for the recording of findings of fact and written decisions as 
described in the zoning ordinance pursuant to Section 10.8.C and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

E. Appeals. An appeal from any decision made pursuant to this section may 
be taken pursuant to Section. 

6.13    Development Plan Review 

A. Development plan review established. There shall be development plan 
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review for uses that are permitted by right under the zoning ordinance.  

B. Permitting authority. The permitting authority shall be as determined in the 
Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

C. Specific and objective guidelines. Design of all projects shall be consistent 
with the provisions of the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

D. Waivers. The authorized permitting authority may grant waivers of design 
standards as set forth in the regulations. 

E. Appeal. A rejection of the decision shall be an appealable decision 
pursuant to Section 10.13. 

 
Section 5. Article 10 Administration, Enforcement and Relief is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 10 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND RELIEF 

10.3  MODIFICATIONS GRANTED BY THE OFFICIAL 

The Official is hereby empowered to hear and grant Modifications.  Submission requirements for 
Applications for such Modifications shall be the same as those for a Dimensional Variance 
Application, provided that references to the Zoning Board shall refer to the Official. 

A. A Modification may be requested for adjustments or deviations not exceeding 25% of 
any of the requirements of Table I, “Dimensional Regulations” in §5.4 or quantitative 
or dimensional requirements of parking, signs, landscaping, and other similar 
requirements of this Ordinance, but excluding the moving of lot lines, lot area, and 
density the literal dimensional requirements of this ordinance. This does not permit 
the moving of lot lines. 

B. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a request for a Modification, the Official shall make 
a decision as to the suitability of the requested Modification based on the following 
determinations: 

1. The Modification requested is reasonably necessary for the full enjoyment of 
the permitted use;  

2. If the Modification is granted, neighboring property will neither be 
substantially injured nor its appropriate use substantially impaired;  

3. The Modification requested is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan and this Zoning Ordinance The Modification requested 
does not violate any rules or regulations with respect to a freshwater or coastal 
wetland; and 

4. The Modification requested does not require a Variance of a flood hazard 
requirement. 

C. Upon an affirmative determination on the Modification, in the case of a modification 
of five percent (5%) or less, the Official shall have the authority to issue a permit 
approving the modification, without any public notice requirements. In the case of a 
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modification of greater than five percent (5%), the Official shall notify, by first class 
mail, all property owners abutting the property which is the subject of the modification 
request and shall indicate the street address of the subject property in the notice, and 
shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation within the town give notice in the same 
manner as would be given for a Variance Application, pursuant to §10.8(B), that the 
Modification will be granted unless written objection is received within thirty fourteen 
(3014) days of the public notice, and inviting the public to inspect the plans and 
Application during normal working hours.  If any written objection is received within 
thirty fourteen (3014) days, the request for a Modification shall be denied scheduled 
for the next available hearing before the Zoning Board on application for a dimensional 
variance following the standard procedures for such variances, including notice 
requirements provided in Section 10.8.B .  In such case, the changes requested will be 
considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be issued by the Zoning 
Board following the standard procedures for Variances. 

D. If no written objections are received within thirty fourteen (3014) days, the Official 
shall grant the Modification.  The Official may apply such special conditions to the 
Permit as may, in the opinion of the Official, be required to conform to the intent and 
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Official shall keep public records of all 
requests for Modifications, and of findings, determinations, special conditions, and any 
objections received.  If the Official grants the Modification, the written decision thereof 
shall be recorded in the Land Evidence Records of the Town. 

E. If the Official denies the Modification, or if the applicant is aggrieved by some part of 
the Official's decision, there is no right of appeal.  Rather, the changes requested will 
be considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be granted by the 
Zoning Board following the standard procedures for Dimensional Variances Cost of 
any notice required under this section shall be borne by the applicant requesting the 
modification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



8 
 

Section 6. These Ordinance Amendments shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their 
adoption by the Smithfield Town Council. 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAILITY: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony M. Gallone, Jr. 
TOWN SOLICITOR 
 
 
ADOPTED: _________________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio 
TOWN CLERK 

 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon 
proposed amendments to the following Articles and Section(s) of the Smithfield Zoning 
Ordinance: 

Summary of Amendments: the amendments are being proposed to numerous sections of 
the Zoning Ordinance to comply with amendments made to the land use enabling acts that 
went into effect on January 1, 2024. 

The amendments involve adding changes to the following articles and sections of the 
ordinance including: Article 2 Definitions; Article 3 Nonconformance; 3.7  Existence By 
Variance Or Special Use Permit; 3.11 Land Nonconforming By Area, E. Merger Prohibited 
For Certain Lots; Article 4 Use Regulations, (New Section) 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 
with subsections A-G; Article 6 –Supplementary Regulations (New subsections) 6.1 Land 
development projects, 6.12 Unified Development Review and 6.13 Development Plan 
Review and Article 10 Administration, Enforcement And Relief 

These amendments are proposed to be made in accordance with the provisions of 45-24-
53 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island (1956, as amended).   

At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the 
proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments may be altered or amended prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or 
because of the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 
presented for comment in the course of the Hearing.   

A complete copy of the proposed amendments and map are available for inspection or 
copying at the Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode 
Island during regular business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday).  Interested 
persons requiring special accommodations or assistance are requested to notify the Town 
Manager's Office (401-233-1010) at least 48 hours in advance of the Hearing.   

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

____________________________________________________________ 
Please publish as a display ad in the May 30th, June 6th and June 13th 
editions of the Valley Breeze using type size at least as large as the normal 
type size used in news articles. 



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance amendments to Article 6 entitled 
“Supplementary Regulations”. 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 
Fax (401) 233-1091 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM:         

RE: 

May 15, 2024 

Smithfield Town Council 

 Michael Phillips, Town Planner 

Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

Attached are a number of proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that are proposed 
to bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with the land use enabling acts that became 
effective on January 1st of this year.  The proposed amendments were drafted by Ashley Sweet 
of Weston & Sampson and, were reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Planning 
Board during a number of workshop sessions in the past few months.  The Town Council 
reviewed these amendments at an April 29th Workshop.  

Attachments:  
Proposed Amendments 
Public Hearing Notice 



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ARTICLES AND SECTIONS OF THE 
SMITHFIELD ZONING ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES MADE TO THE 

LAND USE ENABLING ACTS OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Article 2 Definitions Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended 
by adding/amending the following definitions: 

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.2 Specific Definitions 

1. Abutter 
2. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
3. Accessory Use of Structure 
4. Adult Entertainment Adaptive Reuse 

The conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was constructed to a new 
use by maintaining the elements of the structure and adapting such elements to a new use. 
… 

48 49. Development  
4950. Development Plan Review 

The process whereby the Planning Board is authorized to review the site plans, maps and other 
documentation of a development to determine the compliance with the stated purposes and 
standards of this Ordinance. Development plan review. Design or site plan review of a development 
of a permitted use. A municipality may utilize development plan review under limited 
circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of 
the community under specific and objective guidelines, for developments including, but not 
limited to:   

A. A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is 
sought;   

B. An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior 
construction of improvements is sought;  

C. An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine 
(9) residential units;   

D. Development in a designated urban or growth center;   
E. Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities; or   
F. Development in a historic district. 

… 
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8889. Land Development Project 
Land Development Project. A project in which one (1) or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a 
portion thereof, are to be developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for a complex of one or 
more uses, units, or structures, including, but not limited to: planned development or cluster 
development, and/or conservation development for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, recreational, open space, and/or mixed uses as provided for in this Ordinance. 
… 
 
157158. Variance: Permission to depart from the literal requirements of this Ordinance. An 
authorization for the construction or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment 
or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment or maintenance of a use of land, 
which is prohibited by this Ordinance. There shall be only two (2) categories of variance, a use 
variance or a dimensional variance: 

A. Use Variance: Permission to depart from the use requirements of this Ordinance 
where the applicant for the requested variance has shown by evidence upon the 
record that the subject land or structure cannot yield any beneficial use if it is to 
conform to the provisions of this Ordinance; 

B. Dimensional Variance: Permission to depart from the dimensional requirements 
of this Ordinance, where the applicant for the requested relief has shown, by 
evidence upon the record, that there is no other reasonable alternative way to enjoy 
a legally permitted beneficial use of the subject property unless granted the 
requested relief from the dimensional regulations. However, the fact that a use 
may be more profitable or that a structure may be more valuable after the relief is 
granted shall not be grounds for relief, although it may be an incidental result of 
the relief. under the applicable standards set forth in R.I.G.L. § 45-24-41.   

 
Section 2. Article 3 Nonconformance is hereby amended by amended as follows:  
 
ARTICLE 3 NONCONFORMANCE 

3.4 Nonconforming By Dimension (Substandard Lots Of Record) 

A lawfully established building, structure, or parcel of land not in compliance with the dimensional 
… frontage, (also known as a substandard lot of record) is also nonconforming by dimension. 

Notwithstanding the failure of a single substandard lot of record or contiguous lots of record to meet 
the dimensional and /or quantitative requirements of this zoning ordinance, and/or road frontage or 
other access requirements applicable to the district as stated in the ordinance, a substandard lot of 
record shall not be required to seek any zoning relief based solely on the failure to meet minimum lot 
size requirements of the district in which such lot is located.  The setback, frontage, and/or lot width 
requirements for a structure under this section shall be reduced and the maximum building coverage 
requirements shall be increased by the same proportion as the lot area of the substandard lot is to the 
minimum lot area requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is located.  All proposals 
exceeding such reduced requirement shall proceed with a modification request under Section 10.3 or 
a dimensional variance request under Section 10.8, whichever is applicable. 
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3.7   EXISTENCE BY VARIANCE OR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

A nonconforming building, structure, sign, or parcel of land or the use thereof, which exists by virtue 
of a variance or a special use permit granted by the Board permitting authority, shall not be considered 
a nonconformance for the purposes of this Article, and shall not acquire the rights of this Article. 
Rather, such building, structure, sign, parcel of land, or use thereof, shall be considered a use by 
variance or a use by special use permit and any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion, 
intensification or change of such building, structure, sign, parcel of land or use thereof, to any use other 
than a permitted use or other than in complete conformance with this Ordinance, shall require a further 
variance or special use permit from the Board permitting authority.  
 

3.11 Land Nonconforming by Area 

E.        Merger Prohibited for Certain Lots 

The merger of lots shall not be required, in any zoning district, when the 
substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent 
(50%) of the lots within two hundred (200) feet of the subject lot, as confirmed by 
the zoning enforcement officer through the submission of a Compilation Survey 
stamped and signed by a Rhode Island Registered Land Surveyor. 

 
Section 3. Article 4 Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding the following new section 
entitled “Adaptive Reuse Projects”:  

ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 

A. Permitted Use. Adaptive reuse for the conversion of any commercial building, including 
offices, schools, religious facilities, medical buildings, and malls into residential units or 
mixed-use developments is a permitted use, under the criteria described below under 
Eligibility. 

B. Eligibility. 

1. Adaptive reuse development must include at least 50% of existing gross floor area 
developed into residential units. 

2. There are no environmental land use restrictions recorded on the property preventing the 
conversion to residential use by RIDEM or the US EPA. 

C. Density.  

1. For projects that meet the following criteria, the residential density shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre: 

a) Where the project is limited to the existing footprint, except that the footprint is allowed 
to be expanded to accommodate upgrades related to the building fire code, and utility 
requirements. 
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b) The development includes at least twenty percent (20%) low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

c) The development has access to public sewer and water service or has access to adequate 
private water, such as well and/or wastewater treatment systems approved by the 
relevant state agency for the entire development as applicable. 

2. For all other adaptive reuse projects, the residential density permitted in the converted 
structure shall be the maximum allowed that otherwise meets all standards of minimum 
housing and has access to public sewer and water services or has access to adequate private 
water, such as well and wastewater treatment systems approved by the relevant state 
agency for the entire development, as applicable.  

3. The density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public 
health and safety standards. 

D. Dimensional requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing building setbacks shall 
remain and are considered legal nonconforming. 

2. No additional encroachments shall be permitted into any nonconforming setback unless 
relief is granted by the permitting authority. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the height of the structure shall be 
considered legal nonconforming if it exceeds the maximum height of the zoning district in 
which the structure is located. 

a) Any rooftop construction necessary for building or fire code compliance, or utility 
infrastructure is included in the height exemption. 

E. Parking requirements. 

1. Adaptive reuse developments shall provide one parking space per dwelling unit. The 
applicant may propose additional parking in excess of one space per dwelling unit.  

2. The number of parking spaces required, as defined in Article 7, shall apply for uses other 
than residential. 

F. Performance Standards 

1. The performance standards set forth in Article 6.3 shall apply to all adaptive reuse projects. 

G. Allowed uses within an adaptive reuse project. 

1. Residential dwelling units are a permitted use in an adaptive reuse project regardless of the 
zoning district in which the structure is located, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
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Section 4. Article 6 Supplementary Regulations is hereby amended by adding three (3) new 
sections entitled: 6.11 Land Development Projects,  6.12  Unified Development Review and 
6.13  Development Plan Review. 

ARTICLE 6 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

6.11     Land development projects. 

A. Land development projects shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
procedures established in the Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §45-23.  

B. No land development project shall be initiated until a plan of the project 
has been submitted and approval has been granted by the authorized 
permitting authority, as determined in Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

C. The permitting authority is empowered to apply any special conditions and 
stipulations to the approval that may, in the opinion of the authorized 
permitting authority, be required to maintain harmony with neighboring 
uses and promote the objectives and purposes of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance.  

 

6.12    Unified Development Review 

A. Unified development review established. There shall be unified 
development review for the issuance of variances and special use permits 
for properties undergoing review by development plan review and/or land 
development or subdivision review.  

B. Public hearing. All land development and subdivision applications, and 
development plan review applications that include requests for variances 
and/or special-use permits submitted pursuant to this section, shall require 
a public hearing that meets the requirements of Section 10.8.B. 

C. In granting requests for dimensional and use variances, the Planning Board 
shall be bound to the requirements of Section 10.8.C.1 relative to entering 
evidence into the record in satisfaction of the applicable standards and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

D. In reviewing requests for special use permits the Planning Board shall be 
bound to the conditions and procedures under which a special use permit 
may be issued and the criteria for the issuance of such permits, as found 
within the zoning ordinance Section 10.8.C.2, and shall be required to 
provide for the recording of findings of fact and written decisions as 
described in the zoning ordinance pursuant to Section 10.8.C and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

E. Appeals. An appeal from any decision made pursuant to this section may 
be taken pursuant to Section. 

6.13    Development Plan Review 

A. Development plan review established. There shall be development plan 
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review for uses that are permitted by right under the zoning ordinance.  

B. Permitting authority. The permitting authority shall be as determined in the 
Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

C. Specific and objective guidelines. Design of all projects shall be consistent 
with the provisions of the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

D. Waivers. The authorized permitting authority may grant waivers of design 
standards as set forth in the regulations. 

E. Appeal. A rejection of the decision shall be an appealable decision 
pursuant to Section 10.13. 

 
Section 5. Article 10 Administration, Enforcement and Relief is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 10 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND RELIEF 

10.3  MODIFICATIONS GRANTED BY THE OFFICIAL 

The Official is hereby empowered to hear and grant Modifications.  Submission requirements for 
Applications for such Modifications shall be the same as those for a Dimensional Variance 
Application, provided that references to the Zoning Board shall refer to the Official. 

A. A Modification may be requested for adjustments or deviations not exceeding 25% of 
any of the requirements of Table I, “Dimensional Regulations” in §5.4 or quantitative 
or dimensional requirements of parking, signs, landscaping, and other similar 
requirements of this Ordinance, but excluding the moving of lot lines, lot area, and 
density the literal dimensional requirements of this ordinance. This does not permit 
the moving of lot lines. 

B. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a request for a Modification, the Official shall make 
a decision as to the suitability of the requested Modification based on the following 
determinations: 

1. The Modification requested is reasonably necessary for the full enjoyment of 
the permitted use;  

2. If the Modification is granted, neighboring property will neither be 
substantially injured nor its appropriate use substantially impaired;  

3. The Modification requested is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan and this Zoning Ordinance The Modification requested 
does not violate any rules or regulations with respect to a freshwater or coastal 
wetland; and 

4. The Modification requested does not require a Variance of a flood hazard 
requirement. 

C. Upon an affirmative determination on the Modification, in the case of a modification 
of five percent (5%) or less, the Official shall have the authority to issue a permit 
approving the modification, without any public notice requirements. In the case of a 
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modification of greater than five percent (5%), the Official shall notify, by first class 
mail, all property owners abutting the property which is the subject of the modification 
request and shall indicate the street address of the subject property in the notice, and 
shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation within the town give notice in the same 
manner as would be given for a Variance Application, pursuant to §10.8(B), that the 
Modification will be granted unless written objection is received within thirty fourteen 
(3014) days of the public notice, and inviting the public to inspect the plans and 
Application during normal working hours.  If any written objection is received within 
thirty fourteen (3014) days, the request for a Modification shall be denied scheduled 
for the next available hearing before the Zoning Board on application for a dimensional 
variance following the standard procedures for such variances, including notice 
requirements provided in Section 10.8.B .  In such case, the changes requested will be 
considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be issued by the Zoning 
Board following the standard procedures for Variances. 

D. If no written objections are received within thirty fourteen (3014) days, the Official 
shall grant the Modification.  The Official may apply such special conditions to the 
Permit as may, in the opinion of the Official, be required to conform to the intent and 
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Official shall keep public records of all 
requests for Modifications, and of findings, determinations, special conditions, and any 
objections received.  If the Official grants the Modification, the written decision thereof 
shall be recorded in the Land Evidence Records of the Town. 

E. If the Official denies the Modification, or if the applicant is aggrieved by some part of 
the Official's decision, there is no right of appeal.  Rather, the changes requested will 
be considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be granted by the 
Zoning Board following the standard procedures for Dimensional Variances Cost of 
any notice required under this section shall be borne by the applicant requesting the 
modification. 
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Section 6. These Ordinance Amendments shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their 
adoption by the Smithfield Town Council. 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAILITY: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony M. Gallone, Jr. 
TOWN SOLICITOR 
 
 
ADOPTED: _________________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio 
TOWN CLERK 

 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon 
proposed amendments to the following Articles and Section(s) of the Smithfield Zoning 
Ordinance: 

Summary of Amendments: the amendments are being proposed to numerous sections of 
the Zoning Ordinance to comply with amendments made to the land use enabling acts that 
went into effect on January 1, 2024. 

The amendments involve adding changes to the following articles and sections of the 
ordinance including: Article 2 Definitions; Article 3 Nonconformance; 3.7  Existence By 
Variance Or Special Use Permit; 3.11 Land Nonconforming By Area, E. Merger Prohibited 
For Certain Lots; Article 4 Use Regulations, (New Section) 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 
with subsections A-G; Article 6 –Supplementary Regulations (New subsections) 6.1 Land 
development projects, 6.12 Unified Development Review and 6.13 Development Plan 
Review and Article 10 Administration, Enforcement And Relief 

These amendments are proposed to be made in accordance with the provisions of 45-24-
53 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island (1956, as amended).   

At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the 
proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments may be altered or amended prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or 
because of the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 
presented for comment in the course of the Hearing.   

A complete copy of the proposed amendments and map are available for inspection or 
copying at the Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode 
Island during regular business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday).  Interested 
persons requiring special accommodations or assistance are requested to notify the Town 
Manager's Office (401-233-1010) at least 48 hours in advance of the Hearing.   

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

____________________________________________________________ 
Please publish as a display ad in the May 30th, June 6th and June 13th 
editions of the Valley Breeze using type size at least as large as the normal 
type size used in news articles. 



Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on June 18, 
2024 to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance amendments to Article 10 
entitled “Administration, Enforcement and Relief”. 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE 

Town of Smithfield 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

Telephone (401) 233-1017 
Fax (401) 233-1091 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM:         

RE: 

May 15, 2024 

Smithfield Town Council 

 Michael Phillips, Town Planner 

Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

Attached are a number of proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that are proposed 
to bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with the land use enabling acts that became 
effective on January 1st of this year.  The proposed amendments were drafted by Ashley Sweet 
of Weston & Sampson and, were reviewed and recommended for adoption by the Planning 
Board during a number of workshop sessions in the past few months.  The Town Council 
reviewed these amendments at an April 29th Workshop.  

Attachments:  
Proposed Amendments 
Public Hearing Notice 



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS ARTICLES AND SECTIONS OF THE 
SMITHFIELD ZONING ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES MADE TO THE 

LAND USE ENABLING ACTS OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Article 2 Definitions Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended 
by adding/amending the following definitions: 

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.2 Specific Definitions 

1. Abutter 
2. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
3. Accessory Use of Structure 
4. Adult Entertainment Adaptive Reuse 

The conversion of an existing structure from the use for which it was constructed to a new 
use by maintaining the elements of the structure and adapting such elements to a new use. 
… 

48 49. Development  
4950. Development Plan Review 

The process whereby the Planning Board is authorized to review the site plans, maps and other 
documentation of a development to determine the compliance with the stated purposes and 
standards of this Ordinance. Development plan review. Design or site plan review of a development 
of a permitted use. A municipality may utilize development plan review under limited 
circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of 
the community under specific and objective guidelines, for developments including, but not 
limited to:   

A. A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is 
sought;   

B. An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior 
construction of improvements is sought;  

C. An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine 
(9) residential units;   

D. Development in a designated urban or growth center;   
E. Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities; or   
F. Development in a historic district. 

… 
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8889. Land Development Project 
Land Development Project. A project in which one (1) or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a 
portion thereof, are to be developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for a complex of one or 
more uses, units, or structures, including, but not limited to: planned development or cluster 
development, and/or conservation development for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, recreational, open space, and/or mixed uses as provided for in this Ordinance. 
… 
 
157158. Variance: Permission to depart from the literal requirements of this Ordinance. An 
authorization for the construction or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment 
or maintenance of a building or structure, or for the establishment or maintenance of a use of land, 
which is prohibited by this Ordinance. There shall be only two (2) categories of variance, a use 
variance or a dimensional variance: 

A. Use Variance: Permission to depart from the use requirements of this Ordinance 
where the applicant for the requested variance has shown by evidence upon the 
record that the subject land or structure cannot yield any beneficial use if it is to 
conform to the provisions of this Ordinance; 

B. Dimensional Variance: Permission to depart from the dimensional requirements 
of this Ordinance, where the applicant for the requested relief has shown, by 
evidence upon the record, that there is no other reasonable alternative way to enjoy 
a legally permitted beneficial use of the subject property unless granted the 
requested relief from the dimensional regulations. However, the fact that a use 
may be more profitable or that a structure may be more valuable after the relief is 
granted shall not be grounds for relief, although it may be an incidental result of 
the relief. under the applicable standards set forth in R.I.G.L. § 45-24-41.   

 
Section 2. Article 3 Nonconformance is hereby amended by amended as follows:  
 
ARTICLE 3 NONCONFORMANCE 

3.4 Nonconforming By Dimension (Substandard Lots Of Record) 

A lawfully established building, structure, or parcel of land not in compliance with the dimensional 
… frontage, (also known as a substandard lot of record) is also nonconforming by dimension. 

Notwithstanding the failure of a single substandard lot of record or contiguous lots of record to meet 
the dimensional and /or quantitative requirements of this zoning ordinance, and/or road frontage or 
other access requirements applicable to the district as stated in the ordinance, a substandard lot of 
record shall not be required to seek any zoning relief based solely on the failure to meet minimum lot 
size requirements of the district in which such lot is located.  The setback, frontage, and/or lot width 
requirements for a structure under this section shall be reduced and the maximum building coverage 
requirements shall be increased by the same proportion as the lot area of the substandard lot is to the 
minimum lot area requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is located.  All proposals 
exceeding such reduced requirement shall proceed with a modification request under Section 10.3 or 
a dimensional variance request under Section 10.8, whichever is applicable. 
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3.7   EXISTENCE BY VARIANCE OR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

A nonconforming building, structure, sign, or parcel of land or the use thereof, which exists by virtue 
of a variance or a special use permit granted by the Board permitting authority, shall not be considered 
a nonconformance for the purposes of this Article, and shall not acquire the rights of this Article. 
Rather, such building, structure, sign, parcel of land, or use thereof, shall be considered a use by 
variance or a use by special use permit and any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion, 
intensification or change of such building, structure, sign, parcel of land or use thereof, to any use other 
than a permitted use or other than in complete conformance with this Ordinance, shall require a further 
variance or special use permit from the Board permitting authority.  
 

3.11 Land Nonconforming by Area 

E.        Merger Prohibited for Certain Lots 

The merger of lots shall not be required, in any zoning district, when the 
substandard lot of record has an area equal to or greater than the area of fifty percent 
(50%) of the lots within two hundred (200) feet of the subject lot, as confirmed by 
the zoning enforcement officer through the submission of a Compilation Survey 
stamped and signed by a Rhode Island Registered Land Surveyor. 

 
Section 3. Article 4 Use Regulations is hereby amended by adding the following new section 
entitled “Adaptive Reuse Projects”:  

ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

Section 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 

A. Permitted Use. Adaptive reuse for the conversion of any commercial building, including 
offices, schools, religious facilities, medical buildings, and malls into residential units or 
mixed-use developments is a permitted use, under the criteria described below under 
Eligibility. 

B. Eligibility. 

1. Adaptive reuse development must include at least 50% of existing gross floor area 
developed into residential units. 

2. There are no environmental land use restrictions recorded on the property preventing the 
conversion to residential use by RIDEM or the US EPA. 

C. Density.  

1. For projects that meet the following criteria, the residential density shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) dwelling units per acre: 

a) Where the project is limited to the existing footprint, except that the footprint is allowed 
to be expanded to accommodate upgrades related to the building fire code, and utility 
requirements. 
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b) The development includes at least twenty percent (20%) low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

c) The development has access to public sewer and water service or has access to adequate 
private water, such as well and/or wastewater treatment systems approved by the 
relevant state agency for the entire development as applicable. 

2. For all other adaptive reuse projects, the residential density permitted in the converted 
structure shall be the maximum allowed that otherwise meets all standards of minimum 
housing and has access to public sewer and water services or has access to adequate private 
water, such as well and wastewater treatment systems approved by the relevant state 
agency for the entire development, as applicable.  

3. The density proposed for any adaptive reuse project shall be determined to meet all public 
health and safety standards. 

D. Dimensional requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing building setbacks shall 
remain and are considered legal nonconforming. 

2. No additional encroachments shall be permitted into any nonconforming setback unless 
relief is granted by the permitting authority. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the height of the structure shall be 
considered legal nonconforming if it exceeds the maximum height of the zoning district in 
which the structure is located. 

a) Any rooftop construction necessary for building or fire code compliance, or utility 
infrastructure is included in the height exemption. 

E. Parking requirements. 

1. Adaptive reuse developments shall provide one parking space per dwelling unit. The 
applicant may propose additional parking in excess of one space per dwelling unit.  

2. The number of parking spaces required, as defined in Article 7, shall apply for uses other 
than residential. 

F. Performance Standards 

1. The performance standards set forth in Article 6.3 shall apply to all adaptive reuse projects. 

G. Allowed uses within an adaptive reuse project. 

1. Residential dwelling units are a permitted use in an adaptive reuse project regardless of the 
zoning district in which the structure is located, in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
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Section 4. Article 6 Supplementary Regulations is hereby amended by adding three (3) new 
sections entitled: 6.11 Land Development Projects,  6.12  Unified Development Review and 
6.13  Development Plan Review. 

ARTICLE 6 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

6.11     Land development projects. 

A. Land development projects shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
procedures established in the Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §45-23.  

B. No land development project shall be initiated until a plan of the project 
has been submitted and approval has been granted by the authorized 
permitting authority, as determined in Land Development and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

C. The permitting authority is empowered to apply any special conditions and 
stipulations to the approval that may, in the opinion of the authorized 
permitting authority, be required to maintain harmony with neighboring 
uses and promote the objectives and purposes of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance.  

 

6.12    Unified Development Review 

A. Unified development review established. There shall be unified 
development review for the issuance of variances and special use permits 
for properties undergoing review by development plan review and/or land 
development or subdivision review.  

B. Public hearing. All land development and subdivision applications, and 
development plan review applications that include requests for variances 
and/or special-use permits submitted pursuant to this section, shall require 
a public hearing that meets the requirements of Section 10.8.B. 

C. In granting requests for dimensional and use variances, the Planning Board 
shall be bound to the requirements of Section 10.8.C.1 relative to entering 
evidence into the record in satisfaction of the applicable standards and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

D. In reviewing requests for special use permits the Planning Board shall be 
bound to the conditions and procedures under which a special use permit 
may be issued and the criteria for the issuance of such permits, as found 
within the zoning ordinance Section 10.8.C.2, and shall be required to 
provide for the recording of findings of fact and written decisions as 
described in the zoning ordinance pursuant to Section 10.8.C and may 
impose conditions as stated in Section 10.8.C.3. 

E. Appeals. An appeal from any decision made pursuant to this section may 
be taken pursuant to Section. 

6.13    Development Plan Review 

A. Development plan review established. There shall be development plan 
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review for uses that are permitted by right under the zoning ordinance.  

B. Permitting authority. The permitting authority shall be as determined in the 
Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

C. Specific and objective guidelines. Design of all projects shall be consistent 
with the provisions of the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations. 

D. Waivers. The authorized permitting authority may grant waivers of design 
standards as set forth in the regulations. 

E. Appeal. A rejection of the decision shall be an appealable decision 
pursuant to Section 10.13. 

 
Section 5. Article 10 Administration, Enforcement and Relief is hereby amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 10 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND RELIEF 

10.3  MODIFICATIONS GRANTED BY THE OFFICIAL 

The Official is hereby empowered to hear and grant Modifications.  Submission requirements for 
Applications for such Modifications shall be the same as those for a Dimensional Variance 
Application, provided that references to the Zoning Board shall refer to the Official. 

A. A Modification may be requested for adjustments or deviations not exceeding 25% of 
any of the requirements of Table I, “Dimensional Regulations” in §5.4 or quantitative 
or dimensional requirements of parking, signs, landscaping, and other similar 
requirements of this Ordinance, but excluding the moving of lot lines, lot area, and 
density the literal dimensional requirements of this ordinance. This does not permit 
the moving of lot lines. 

B. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a request for a Modification, the Official shall make 
a decision as to the suitability of the requested Modification based on the following 
determinations: 

1. The Modification requested is reasonably necessary for the full enjoyment of 
the permitted use;  

2. If the Modification is granted, neighboring property will neither be 
substantially injured nor its appropriate use substantially impaired;  

3. The Modification requested is in harmony with the purposes and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan and this Zoning Ordinance The Modification requested 
does not violate any rules or regulations with respect to a freshwater or coastal 
wetland; and 

4. The Modification requested does not require a Variance of a flood hazard 
requirement. 

C. Upon an affirmative determination on the Modification, in the case of a modification 
of five percent (5%) or less, the Official shall have the authority to issue a permit 
approving the modification, without any public notice requirements. In the case of a 
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modification of greater than five percent (5%), the Official shall notify, by first class 
mail, all property owners abutting the property which is the subject of the modification 
request and shall indicate the street address of the subject property in the notice, and 
shall publish in a newspaper of local circulation within the town give notice in the same 
manner as would be given for a Variance Application, pursuant to §10.8(B), that the 
Modification will be granted unless written objection is received within thirty fourteen 
(3014) days of the public notice, and inviting the public to inspect the plans and 
Application during normal working hours.  If any written objection is received within 
thirty fourteen (3014) days, the request for a Modification shall be denied scheduled 
for the next available hearing before the Zoning Board on application for a dimensional 
variance following the standard procedures for such variances, including notice 
requirements provided in Section 10.8.B .  In such case, the changes requested will be 
considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be issued by the Zoning 
Board following the standard procedures for Variances. 

D. If no written objections are received within thirty fourteen (3014) days, the Official 
shall grant the Modification.  The Official may apply such special conditions to the 
Permit as may, in the opinion of the Official, be required to conform to the intent and 
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Official shall keep public records of all 
requests for Modifications, and of findings, determinations, special conditions, and any 
objections received.  If the Official grants the Modification, the written decision thereof 
shall be recorded in the Land Evidence Records of the Town. 

E. If the Official denies the Modification, or if the applicant is aggrieved by some part of 
the Official's decision, there is no right of appeal.  Rather, the changes requested will 
be considered a request for a Dimensional Variance and may only be granted by the 
Zoning Board following the standard procedures for Dimensional Variances Cost of 
any notice required under this section shall be borne by the applicant requesting the 
modification. 
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Section 6. These Ordinance Amendments shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their 
adoption by the Smithfield Town Council. 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAILITY: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony M. Gallone, Jr. 
TOWN SOLICITOR 
 
 
ADOPTED: _________________ 
 
 
_________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio 
TOWN CLERK 

 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, June 
18, 2024 at 7:00 PM.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon 
proposed amendments to the following Articles and Section(s) of the Smithfield Zoning 
Ordinance: 

Summary of Amendments: the amendments are being proposed to numerous sections of 
the Zoning Ordinance to comply with amendments made to the land use enabling acts that 
went into effect on January 1, 2024. 

The amendments involve adding changes to the following articles and sections of the 
ordinance including: Article 2 Definitions; Article 3 Nonconformance; 3.7  Existence By 
Variance Or Special Use Permit; 3.11 Land Nonconforming By Area, E. Merger Prohibited 
For Certain Lots; Article 4 Use Regulations, (New Section) 4.7 Adaptive Reuse Projects 
with subsections A-G; Article 6 –Supplementary Regulations (New subsections) 6.1 Land 
development projects, 6.12 Unified Development Review and 6.13 Development Plan 
Review and Article 10 Administration, Enforcement And Relief 

These amendments are proposed to be made in accordance with the provisions of 45-24-
53 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island (1956, as amended).   

At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the 
proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments may be altered or amended prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or 
because of the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 
presented for comment in the course of the Hearing.   

A complete copy of the proposed amendments and map are available for inspection or 
copying at the Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode 
Island during regular business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday).  Interested 
persons requiring special accommodations or assistance are requested to notify the Town 
Manager's Office (401-233-1010) at least 48 hours in advance of the Hearing.   

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

____________________________________________________________ 
Please publish as a display ad in the May 30th, June 6th and June 13th 
editions of the Valley Breeze using type size at least as large as the normal 
type size used in news articles. 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024      
 

TO:    Smithfield Town Council          

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator 

  

SUBJECT:   Public Hearing to consider a request for Outdoor Seating/Bar Service for The Orchard 

Grill, Inc. d/b/a “The Orchard Grille”, for the May 21st Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Town Council to  conduct a Public Hearing to consider approval of outdoor seating and bar service for 
The Orchard Grille d/b/a “The Orchard Grille”. 132 Pleasant View Avenue.  Ms. Fortier’s Class B-
Victualler Beverage License as approved on November 16, 2021.  Pursuant to the rules and regulations 
established by the State Liquor Control, they are requesting permission from the Town Council to extend 
the current alcoholic beverage service to their outside dining area.  Accordingly all abutters within 200 
feet of the establishment were notified of this change and the Public Hearing was advertised twice prior to 
this meeting in the Valley Breeze.  
 
TOWN REVENUE: 
 
There will be no additional fee at this time other than the fee for advertising the Public Hearing. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
Copy of letter requesting the outdoor seating and bar service 
Copy of License Application 
Copy of BCI – No record 
Copy of Notice to abutters 
Copy of radius map & abutters list 
Drawings of the current deck area 
Copy of TIP Cards 
Notice of Public hearing that appeared in the Valley Breeze on May 9, 2024 and May 16, 2024 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 



    

  

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve outdoor seating and bar service for The Orchard Grill, 
LLC d/b/a “The Orchard Grille”, 132 Pleasant View Avenue, as applied, subject to compliance with all 
State regulations and local ordinances. 





























    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024     
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council        

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator    

 

SUBJECT:  Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for the May 21st Town Council Meeting   

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for Tuesday, May 21, 2024, to consider the possible suspension, 
revocation, or other sanction regarding the Mobile Food Truck Licenses on the following listed 
establishments due to non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. Farm to Sandwich, LLC d/b/a “Farm to Sandwich”, 14 Abbott Street, Cranston (failure to 

produce the necessary paperwork for renewal) 
2. On the Rhode Café, LLC d/b/a “On the Rhode Café”, 73B Gene Allen Road, Foster (failure to 

produce the necessary paperwork for renewal) 

 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024     
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council        

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator    

 

SUBJECT:  Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for the May 21st  Town Council Meeting   

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for Tuesday, May 21, 2024, to consider the possible suspension, 
revocation, or other sanction regarding the Holiday Sales Licenses on the following listed establishments 
due to non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. The Sevingy Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike (failure to pay 

outstanding tangible taxes) 
2. Speedway, LLC d/b/a “Speedway #02821”, 263 Putnam Pike (failure to produce the 

necessary paperwork for renewal) 

 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Victualling License for AJL, LLC d/b/a “New England Lemonade” for the May 21st   

Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
AJL, LLC d/b/a “New England Lemonade”, has applied for a new Victualling License for their business 
located at 3 Austin Avenue, Unit A. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
Fee for a Victualling License is $50.00 per year 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application 
Copy of BCI – No Record 
Retail Sales Permit 
Food Business License 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Victualling License for AJL, LLC d/b/a “New 
England Lemonade”, 3 Austin Avenue, Unit A as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations, local ordinances and a Certificate of Occupancy from the Building Official/Zoning Official’s 
Office. 











    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024      
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council         

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT: Annual Renewal of one (1) Massage Establishment License for the May 21st Town 

Council Meeting  

BACKGROUND: 

 

The business listed below has filed their application for renewal. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 

The cost to renew the Massage Establishment License is $100.00 per year. 

 

APPROVAL STATUS: 

 

All paperwork is complete for Town Council approval. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of one (1) Massage Establishment 
License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances: 

 
1. Rhonda Rohelia d/b/a “Soothing Touch Spa”, 180C Pleasant View Avenue 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024      
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council         

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT: Annual Renewal of one (1) Massage Therapy License for the May 21st Town Council 

Meeting  

BACKGROUND: 

 
The business listed below has filed their application for renewal. 
 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
The cost to renew the Massage Therapy License is $75.00 per year. 

 

APPROVAL STATUS: 

 
All paperwork is complete for Town Council approval 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of one (1) Massage Therapy 
License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances: 
 
1. Rhonda Rohelia working at “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 180C Pleasant View Avenue 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024   
 
TO:  Smithfield Town Council            
 
FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     
 
SUBJECT:   Annual renewal of two (2) Holiday Sales Licenses for the May 21st Town Council 

Meeting 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 
  The businesses listed below have filed their applications for renewal. 
 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
The cost to renew the Holiday Sales License is $50.00 per year. 
 
APPROVAL STATUS: 

 
Applications are complete for approval by the Town Council. 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of two (2) Holiday Sales License, as 
listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
 
 

1. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View Avenue, Unit 3 
2. Premium Brands Opco, LLC d/b/a “Loft #734”, 371 Putnam Pike 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE: May 15, 2024     
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   Annual Renewal of one (1) Peddler’s License for the May 21st Town Council Meeting. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The business listed below has filed their application for renewal.  As required, a background check has 
been conducted on the owner of the business, and background checks on all drivers will be done as they 
are hired. 
 

TOWN REVENUE: 

The cost to renew the Peddler’s License is $100.00 per year. 

 

APPROVAL STATUS: 

All paperwork is complete for Town Council approval. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of one (1) Peddler’s License, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
 

 
1. A & W of Rhode Island, Inc. d/b/a “A & W”, to sell Christmas Trees, plants and flowers, 460 

Putnam Pike 
 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE: May 15, 2024       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:  Carol Banville – License Coordinator      

 

SUBJECT:  Request for Outdoor Seating for Cava Mezze Grill, LLC d/b/a “CAVA” to add to their 

current Victualling Only License for the May 21st Town Council Meeting   

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Cava Mezze Grill, LLC d/b/a “CAVA”, has requested Outdoor Seating to be added to his current 
Victualling Only License, located at 473 Putnam Pike, Suite A2. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

There is no cost to add Outdoor Seating to an existing Victualling Only License. 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of License Application 
Copy of BCI – No Record 
Retail Sales Permit 
Food Business License 
Diagram of Outdoor Seating 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a request for outdoor seating to be added to their current 
Victualling Only License, located at 473 Putnam Pike, Suite A2 subject to compliance with all State 
regulations, local ordinances and letter requesting outdoor seating. 

























    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE: May 15, 2024     
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:    Mobile Food Truck License Renewal for the May 21st Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
The business listed below has filed their application for renewal. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
The cost for a Mobile Food Truck License is $75.00 per year, however, if the Mobile Food Truck 
applicant has an existing restaurant then the fee would be $50.00 per year.  

 

APPROVAL STATUS: 

 

All paperwork is complete for renewal by the Town Council. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the renewal of one (1) Mobile Food Truck License, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 
1. Baby Duck, LLC d/b/a “Tacofied”,  to sell tacos and homemade potato chips from a truck 

with RI Reg. 85432, 38 Dean Avenue, Johnston, RI 
 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE: May 15, 2024       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   Special Event License for Roots Heaven Farm, LLC for the May 21st Town Council 

Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Cinzia Uriati has applied for one (1) One-Day Special Event License to hold a “Yoga Event”, 540 
Douglas Pike 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 

The cost for a Special Event License is $50.00 Per Event with a fee of $5.00 per diem 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application  
Copy of BCI – No record 
Letter describing events planned 
Diagram of parking 
Special Event License Checklist 
Proof of Insurance 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve one (1) One-Day Special Event License for Roots 
Heaven Farm, LLC for a “Yoga Event”, 540 Douglas Pike on the following date: 



    

  

 
 Saturday, June 15, 2024 to hold a “Yoga Event”, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with a rain date 

of Saturday, June 22, 2024 
 

All Special Event Licenses for Roots Heaven Farm, LLC are subject to compliance with all State 
regulations, local ordinances and final tent inspection from the Smithfield Fire Department. 















    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   May 15, 2024       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Victualling License for Early Eats, LLC d/b/a “Early Eats” for the May 21st Town 

Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Early Eats, LLC d/b/a “Early Eats”, has applied for a new Victualling License for their business located at 
345 Waterman Avenue, Unit B. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
Fee for a Victualling License is $50.00 per year 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application 
Copy of BCI – No Record 
Retail Sales Permit 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Victualling License for Early Eats, LLC d/b/a 
“Early Eats”, 345 Waterman Avenue, Unit B as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, 
local ordinances, final approval from the RI Department of Health and a Certificate of Occupancy from 
the Building/Zoning Official’s Office. 















































































































Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes Change Order Requests 
#19, #20 and #21 to J.G. Edwards Construction for Phase 1B renovation 
work at the East Smithfield Neighborhood Center in an amount not to exceed 
five thousand, two hundred seventy-three dollars and zero cents ($5,273.00). 



 
 

AHARONIAN & ASSOCIATES INC. - ARCHITECTS 

310 George Washington Highway  -  Suite 100  -  Smithfield, Rhode Island   02917           T  401-232-5010      F  401-232-5080 
 
 
Date: May 10, 2024            
  
To: Mr. Randy Rossi 
 Smithfield Town Manager 
 64 Farnum Pike 
 Smithfield, RI 02917 
   
Re: East Smithfield Neighborhood Center   AA# 19175 

7 Esmond Street 
 Smithfield, RI 02917  
     Phase 1B – Change Order Request # 19 
 Phase 1B – Change Order Request # 20 

Phase 1B – Change Order Request # 21 
 
Message:  
 
Mr. Rossi: 
 
We have received Two (3) Change Order Requests related to the East Smithfield Neighborhood Center Project 
as referenced above from the General Contractor J.G. Edwards Construction.  Our office has reviewed these 
Change Order Requests and is in support of their approval to facilitate completion of Phase 1b.  Below please find 
brief descriptions of the work associated with each Change Order.  These items provide enhancements to the use 
of the space and end user experience. 
 
Change Order Request #19 – related to Phase 1b.  This change proposal provides additional convenience outlets 
for the end user use and for seasonal lighting or displays. 
 
Change Order Request #20 – Related to Phase 1b.  This change proposal will add two recessed task lights to the 
Wellness office.  This change is meant to enhance the end user experience in the space. 
 
Change Order Request #21 – Related to Phase 1b.  This change proposal will add electrical rough in for a future 
washer and dryer.  This equipment will be a component of the next phase but due the location where it will be 
installed, it will be more cost effective to install the wiring during the current construction phase while the walls are 
open. 
 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions or need additional information. 
    
 
Signed:  David R. Horton, RA 
  Project Architect 
  Aharonian & Associates Inc 
   
 



 

120 Hargraves Dr, PO Box 100, Portsmouth, RI 02871 – Office (401) 683-9110 
 

CHANGE ORDER REQUEST 
 
COR # 

 
19 

 
Submitted to: 

David Horton, Aharonian & Associates 
Copy:  

      Robert Leach, RA 
      Randy Rossi, Town of Smithfield 
      John Aharonian, Aharonian & Associates 
 

Date 04/02/2024 

Project Phase 1B Renovations to 
East Smithfield Neighborhood Center  

Submitted by: 
James Edwards, J.G. Edwards Construction  

 
Subject: Floor Outlets at Wood Platform 
 
Please find below the cost to add two (2) duplex electrical receptacles in floor boxes with brass covers in the wood 
framed platform in Entry 101.  We will need a decision on this request ASAP, so the wiring can be tied into the 
electrical panel before gypsum board is installed. 
 
Attached is a copy of Change Order Proposal #5, dated 3/29/24, from Wyman & Sons Electric Inc. with product 
data for the floor outlets. 
 
 

Floor boxes, covers, devices, and wiring 825.00 

Electrical labor, 12 hours 1,279.00 

Subtotal  $2,104.00 

GC Markup (10%) 210.00 

Increased subcontractor liability insurance (1.3%) 27.00 

Increased Performance & Payment Bond (2%) 47.00 

Total Additional Cost $2,388.00 
 



	
Committed to Exceed Standards Since 1993 

 

206B King Philip Street, Providence, RI 02909 | Tel: 401.808.6622 
www.wymanandsons.com 

 

CHANGE ORDER PROPOSAL 
 
 
PROJECT:            DATE:        CHANGE ORDER #   
 
 
DESCRIPTION:               
 
               
 
               
 
MATERIAL:                QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
                      MATERIAL SUBTOTAL:   $   

 
LABOR:                         QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
                           LABOR SUBTOTAL:   $   
 

QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT:            QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
           QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT SUBTOTAL:   $   

 

           MATERIAL:   $   

   LABOR:   $   

         QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS:   $   

            OVERHEAD           %:   $   

                 PROFIT           %:   $   

           NET TOTAL:   $   

NO WORK WILL BE PERFORMED WITHOUT SIGNED APPROVAL OF PROPOSED CHANGES.  
  
 
        
CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE   DATE 
 
        
OWNER SIGNATURE   DATE 
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Combination Raised Floor/Wood Floor Box –
Provides an Innovative Open Space Solution
861 Series™ Floor Boxes bring power or communication
services directly to the point-of-use for open space
applications. 861 Series Floor Boxes have been designed for
use in both raised and wood-constructed floors and are
available with a variety of cover options. These boxes will
accept Wiremold flush-style poke-thru cover assemblies
which are available in dedicated power, communication or
pass-through versions, They will also accept 895 and 896
Series Single Service Covers that are available in brass,
brushed aluminum, and nonmetallic materials. 
861 Series Floor Boxes are an ideal solution for bringing

power or communication to board rooms, commercial offices
or upscale residences. And all 861 Series Floor Boxes
include TopGuard protection, an industry-leading design that
not only meets but exceeds UL scrub water exclusion
requirements for tile, wood, and carpeted floors.

FEATURES &  BENEFITS

n Individual slide covers on flush poke-thru-style cover
assemblies. Protects power and communication devices.
Power slide cover snaps back into place when receptacle 
is not in use. 861AMDTC Floor Box is the only all-
communications unit available with slide cover protection.

n Suitable for use in air-handling spaces. In accordance 
with Sec. 300-22(C) of the National Electrical Code.

n Provides flexibility with a single floor box unit. 861QTC 
has a 15A quad receptacle that can be wired in either
standard or isolated ground configuration.

n “Step-on-it” installation. Reduces labor cost by eliminating
the need for a routed opening on carpet and tile
applications or special tools for installation. Allows all 
wiring to be completed at floor level. 

n Meets ADA Accessibility Guidelines. The trim flanges for
this product have been designed to meet the ADA
Accessibility Guidelines as it pertains to ADA Standard 4.5
which addresses changes in floor and ground surface
levels. The poke-thru trim flanges are beveled so the slope
is no greater than 1:2 ratio. 

n Reusable and accessible flip top disposable cover plate.
Prevents unit from seating too far into the sub floor. Saves 
time and money during installation by allowing wire
connections to be made at the time of installation, prior to
activating the floor box. 

n Supported by one of the most complete lines of
activation covers in the industry. Compatible with 895 
and 896 Series Covers that are available in brass, brushed
aluminum, and polycarbonate, as well as a variety of
aesthetically-pleasing flush, poke-thru style cover options 
to meet any decor and can accommodate most power or
data requirements.

n Datacom connectivity option. Accepts industry standard 
and proprietary devices from a wide range of manufacturers 
to provide a seamless and aesthetically pleasing interface
for voice, data, audio and video applications at the 
point-of-use.

n TopGuard protection. An integral design which keeps out
water, dirt, and debris from the power and communication
compartments. Whenever you see the TopGuard protection
icon applied to any Wiremold product, you will know that 
the product meets and exceeds the new UL scrub water 
exclusion requirement. 

n UL Listed to U.S. and Canadian safety standards for tile,
terrazzo, and the UL requirements under UL514A and
UL514C for the scrub water exclusion test for carpet 
and wood floors. 

Protection from
water, dirt, 
and debris.

ED786R9  –  Updated August    2013  –  For latest specs visit www.legrand.us/wiremold

861 Series Floor Box – an ideal solution for power
or communication needs.

WIREMOLD®

861 Series™ Floor Box

kfine
Text Box
Please select finished cover finish
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Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

861FFTCGY Furniture Feed Raised Floor/ 
861FFTCBK Wood Floor Box Assembly – 
861FFTCAL Cover has two 1/2" trade size 
861FFTCBS conduits and one 3/4" trade size 
861FFTCVY threaded conduit opening for 

feeding cables and wires through 
floor. Flush flanges available in 
painted gray (GY), black (BK), ivory 
(VY), or brushed metal finishes in 
aluminum (AL) and brass (BS). 
Die-cast aluminum construction 
with three 1/2" trade size 
knockouts; two on the sides and 
one on the bottom, 18 cu. in. 
[295 cu. cm] capacity. Requires a 
4" [102mm] diameter hole.

861QTCGY Raised Floor/Wood Floor 
861QTCBK Box Assembly – Complete with 
861QTCAL prewired 15A quad receptacle 
861QTCBS can be wired as standard or 
861QTCAB isolated ground. Flush cover is 
861QTCVY available in painted gray (GY), 

black (BK), ivory (VY), or brushed 
metal finishes in aluminum (AL) 
and brass (BS). Slide covers 
match painted flange colors: gray, 
black. Aluminum and brass 
flanges shipped with black slide 
cover. Brass flange also available 
with nonmetallic brass color slide 
holder (AB). Die-cast aluminum 
construction with three 1/2" trade 
size knockouts; two on the sides 
and one on the bottom, 18 cu. in. 
[295 cu. cm] capacity. Requires 
a 4" [102mm] diameter hole.

Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

861 Raised Floor/Wood Floor Box  – 
Die-cast aluminum construction 
with three 1/2" trade size 
knockouts; two on the sides and 
one on the bottom. 18 cu. in. [295 
cu. cm] capacity. Requires a 4" 
[102mm] diameter hole. Comes 
complete with a disposable cover. 
Receptacle and activation 
sold separately. 

861DB Raised Floor/Wood Floor Box 
Assembly – Complete with 20A 
duplex receptacle and brass cover
plate. Die-cast aluminum 
construction with three 1/2" trade 
size knockouts; two on the sides 
and one on the bottom. 18 cu. in. 
[295 cu. cm] capacity. Requires 
a 4" [102mm] diameter hole.

861AMDTCGY Raised Floor/Wood Floor Box 
861AMDTCBK Assembly – All communication 
861AMDTCAL floor boxes accept up to four UTP 
861AMDTCBS connectors. Flush flanges available 
861AMDTCAB in painted gray (GY), black (BK), 
861AMDTCVY ivory (VY), or brushed metal finishes 

in aluminum (AL) and brass (BS). 
Slide covers match painted flange 
colors: gray, black. Aluminum and 
brass flanges shipped with black 
slide cover. Brass flange also 
available with nonmetallic 
brass-color (AB) slide holder. 
Die-cast aluminum construction 
with three 1/2" trade size 
knockouts; two on the sides and 
one on the bottom. 18 cu. in.
[295 cu.cm] capacity. Requires a 
4" [102mm] diameter hole. Includes 
two (2) Wiremold Open System 
adapters, two (2) Ortronics®

TracJack adapters and two (2) 
Ortronics® Series II adapters.

861 Series Floor Box Ordering Information

3 3/16"
[81mm]

NOTE: Assembled with
scrub water
gasket. For use
in floors with
tile, wood, or
carpet covering.

NOTE: Assembled with
scrub water
gasket. For use
in floors with
tile, wood, or
carpet covering.

NOTE: Assembled with
scrub water
gasket. For use
in floors with
tile, wood, or
carpet covering.

kfine
Highlight

kfine
Highlight

kfine
Highlight



Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

895 Duplex Cover Plate with 
895TCAL Flip Lids – Brass (895) or brushed

aluminum (895TCAL) duplex 
cover plate with flip lids, 5 1/2" 
[140mm] for carpet.

895T Duplex Cover Plate with 
895TAL Flip Lids  – Brass (895T) or 

brushed aluminum (895TAL) 
duplex cover plate with flip lids, 
4 1/4" [108mm] for tile.

895SP Cover Plate with Two Screw 
895SPCAL Plug Openings*  – Brass (895SP) 

or brushed aluminum (895SPAL) 
cover plate with two screw plug 
openings, 5 1/2" [140mm] 
diameter for carpet.

895TSP Cover Plate with Two Screw 
Plug Openings  – Brass cover 
plate with two screw plug 
openings, 4 1/4" [108mm] for tile.

895GFI GFI Receptacle Cover Plate  – 
895GFICAL Brass (895GFI) or brushed 

aluminum (895GFICAL) GFI 
receptacle cover plate, 5 1/2" 
[140mm] for carpet.

895TGFI GFI Receptacle Cover Plate  –
895TGFIAL Brass (895TGFI) or brushed 

aluminum (895TGFIAL) GFI 
receptacle cover plate, 4 1/4" 
[108mm] for carpet.

895P-BLK Duplex Cover Plate with Flip 
895P-BRN Lids  – Black polycarbonate 
895P-BRZ duplex cover plate with flip lids for
895P-AL carpet.[140mm] diameter. Cover 

available in black (BLK), brown 
(BRN), bronze (BRN) and 
aluminum (AL).

896 Cover Plate  – Brass 
communication or power cover 
plate with 2 5/8" [67mm] threaded
opening for carpet. Abandonment 
Plug (825CK) sold separately.

896T Cover Plate  – Brass 
communication or power cover 
plate with 2 5/8" [67mm] threaded
opening for tile. Abandonment 
Plug (825CK) sold separately.

Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

896CK Cover Plate  – Brass 
communication or power cover 
plate with 2 1/4" [57mm] threaded
opening for carpet.

896TCK Cover Plate  – Brass 
communication or power cover 
plate with 2 1/4" [57mm] threaded 
opening for tile.

896CK-1/2 Cover Plate  – Brass or brushed 
896CKAL-1/2 aluminum cover plate with 1/2" 

[12.7mm] threaded opening 
for tile.

896TCK-1/2 Cover Plate  – Brass or brushed 
896TCKAL-1/2 aluminum cover plate with 1/2" 

[12.7mm] threaded opening 
for tile.

896CK-3/4 Cover Plate  – Brass cover plate 
with 3/4" [19.1mm] threaded 
opening for carpet.

896TCK-3/4 Cover Plate  – Brass cover plate 
with 3/4" [19.1mm] threaded 
opening for tile.

896CK-1 Cover Plate  – Brass cover plate 
with 1" [25mm] threaded opening 
for carpet.

896TCK-1 Cover Plate  – Brass cover plate 
with 1" [25mm] threaded opening 
for tile.

896PCK-BLK Brass Polycarbonate 
896PCK-BRN Communications or Power 
896PCK-BRZ Plate  – One plug with 1 1/8" 
896PCK-AL [29mm] opening, one plug with 

1 15/16" [33mm] opening for 
pass-through only. Available in 
black (BLK), brown (BRN), bronze 
(BRZ) and aluminum (AL).

825CK Conversion Kit  – Brass 
conversion kit includes plug, 
adapter ring, gaskets, and gasket 
support plate. For carpet 
or tile installations.

861 Series Floor Boxes Single Service Cover Plates Ordering Information 

NOTE: All 895 Series Cover Plates are furnished with gasket and
three screws. All carpet cover plates are 5 1/2" [140mm] in
diameter. All tile cover plates are 4 1/4" [108mm] in diameter.
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Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

RC7CFFTCGY Finish Flange & Conduit 
RC7CFFTCBK Adapter Assembly - Complete 
RC7CFFTCAL with one 3/4" [19.1mm] conduit
RC7CFFTCBS and two 1/2" trade size adapters 

and closure plugs. Colors 
available in painted black (BK), 
gray (GY), forged brushed 
aluminum (AL), and brass (BS). 
Use with RC7STC Insert to form a 
complete poke-thru assembly.

Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

RC9CMDTCGY Finish Flange & Slide Holder 
RC9CMDTCBK Assembly - Flange available in
RC9CMDTCAL painted gray (GY), black (BK), 
RC9CMDTCBS ivory (VY), and brushed metal 
RC9CMDTCAB finishes in aluminum (AL) 
RC9CMDTCVY and brass (BS). Aluminum 
RC9CMDTCAA and brass flanges shipped with 

black cover. Brass flange also 
available with brass colored cover 
assembly (AB).  Aluminum flange 
also available with aluminum 
colored cover assembly (AA). 
Includes two (2) Wiremold 
Open System inserts. Includes 
bezels to accept four (4) 
Ortronics® TracJack inserts, and 
bezels to accept two dual 
Ortronics® Series II modular 
inserts.TracJack and Series II 
devices sold separately.

Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

RC9CTCGY Finish Flange & Slide Holder 
RC9CTCBK Assembly - Flange available in 
RC9CTCAL painted gray (GY), black (BK), 
RC9CTCBS ivory (VY), and brushed metal 
RC9CTCAB finishes in aluminum (AL) and 
RC9CTCVY brass (BS). Aluminum and brass 
RC9CTCAA flanges shipped with black cover. 

Brass flange also available 
with brass colored cover 
assembly (AB). Aluminum flange 
also available with aluminum 
colored cover assembly (AA).

RC9SHTCGY Nonmetallic Slide Holder 
RC9SHTCBK Assembly – Available in gray (GY),
RC9SHTCBS black (BK), ivory (VY), nonmetallic 
RC9SHTCVY brass (BS) and nonmetallic 
RC9SHTCAA aluminum (AA).

Catalog No./Item Description/Specifications 

RC9APTCBK Abandonment Plate – 
Available in black (BK).

RC9REC Replacement Receptacle – 
Prewired 15A quad receptacle can
be wired as standard receptacle 
or isolated ground. Available only 
in black. See installation 
instructions with replacement 
receptacle for complete 
installation details.

Flush Quad Power Poke-Thru Style Cover Ordering Information

Flush Communication Poke-Thru Style Cover Ordering Information

NOTE: Assembled with scrub water gasket. For use in floors
with tile, wood, or carpet covering.

NOTE: Quad Receptacle sold
separately. When RC9CTC
is ordered for the 861 Wood
Floor Box the RC9REC
must be purchased at the
same time.

NOTE: Assembled with scrub water gasket. For use in floors
with tile, wood, or carpet covering.

NOTE: Assembled with
scrub water gasket.
For use in floors
with tile, wood, or
carpet covering.

NOTE: When ordering the RC9REC to assemble into the 
861 a RC9CTC must be purchased at the same time.

4

7"
[178mm]

5"
[127mm]

5"
[127mm]

7"
[178mm]

7"
[178mm]

NOTE: Assembled with scrub water gasket. For use in floors
with tile, wood, or carpet covering.
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RC9CTC Cover Assembly

Flush Communications Poke-Thru Style Exploded Views

861 Box Assembly

Flush Quad Power Poke-Thru Style Exploded View Single Service Floor Box Exploded View

NOTE: RC9CMDTC Cover Assembly shown with two Ortronics®

TracJack bezels. (Modular adapters sold separately.)
NOTE: RC9CMDTC Cover Assembly shown with

Wiremold® Open System inserts. (Modular
adapters sold separately.)

861 Series Floor Boxes Exploded Views
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861DB Box Assembly
861QTC Box Assembly

Single Service Wood Floor Box Exploded View Flush Quad Power Poke-Thru Style 
Floor Box Exploded View

Open System Ortronics®

Flush Communications Poke-Thru Style Series Exploded Views

NOTE: 861AMDTC Box Assembly shown with adapter that 
holds the Activate and Open System inserts

NOTE: 861AMDTC Box Assembly shown with
Ortronics® Series II and TracJack adapters.

861 Series Floor Boxes Exploded Views (continued)



 

120 Hargraves Dr, PO Box 100, Portsmouth, RI 02871 – Office (401) 683-9110 
 

CHANGE ORDER REQUEST 
 
COR # 

 
20 

 
Submitted to: 

David Horton, Aharonian & Associates 
Copy:  

      Robert Leach, RA 
      Randy Rossi, Town of Smithfield 
      John Aharonian, Aharonian & Associates 
 

Date 04/02/2024 

Project Phase 1B Renovations to 
East Smithfield Neighborhood Center  

Submitted by: 
James Edwards, J.G. Edwards Construction  

 
Subject: Recessed Can Lights at Wellness 
 
Please find below the cost to add two (2) recessed LED can lights in the soffit above the counter in Wellness 105.  
We will need a decision on this request ASAP, so the wiring can be tied into the electrical panel before gypsum 
board is installed. 
 
Attached is a copy of Change Order Proposal #4, dated 3/29/24, from Wyman & Sons Electric Inc. with product 
data for the light fixtures. 
 
 

Light fixtures & wiring 385.00 

Electrical labor, 7 hours 729.00 

Subtotal  $1,114.00 

GC Markup (10%) 111.00 

Increased subcontractor liability insurance (1.3%) 14.00 

Increased Performance & Payment Bond (2%) 25.00 

Total Additional Cost $1,264.00 
 



	
Committed to Exceed Standards Since 1993 

 

206B King Philip Street, Providence, RI 02909 | Tel: 401.808.6622 
www.wymanandsons.com 

 

CHANGE ORDER PROPOSAL 
 
 
PROJECT:            DATE:        CHANGE ORDER #   
 
 
DESCRIPTION:               
 
               
 
               
 
MATERIAL:                QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
                      MATERIAL SUBTOTAL:   $   

 
LABOR:                         QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
                           LABOR SUBTOTAL:   $   
 

QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT:            QUANTITY        UNIT COST           TOTAL 

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

                     $       $   

 
           QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT SUBTOTAL:   $   

 

           MATERIAL:   $   

   LABOR:   $   

         QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS:   $   

            OVERHEAD           %:   $   

                 PROFIT           %:   $   

           NET TOTAL:   $   

NO WORK WILL BE PERFORMED WITHOUT SIGNED APPROVAL OF PROPOSED CHANGES.  
  
 
        
CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE   DATE 
 
        
OWNER SIGNATURE   DATE 
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Current total: $158.91
Gift Card Savings:

Cost after savings: $148.91

Pay $158.91 $148.91 for this order. Get a $10 Amazon
Gift Card upon approval for the Amazon Store Card. No
annual fee.

- $10.00 Find out how

Subtotal (2 items): $123.98

Part of your order qualifies for FREE
Shipping. Choose this option at checkout.
See details

This order contains a gift

Proceed to checkout

Customers Who Bought Items
in Your Recent History Also
Bought

Juno Lighting 14 WWH
14W-WH 4-Inch…

 40

$13.26

Add to Cart

Juno 17 WWH
Incandescent Recesse…

 4

$28.77

Add to Cart

Juno Lighting 17HZ-WH
4-Inch Aluminum…

 5

$38.04

Add to Cart

GECXGY MR16 Halogen
Light Bulbs 50W 12V …

 302

$16.99

Add to Cart

The price and availability of items at Amazon.com are subject to change. The Cart is a temporary place to store a list
of your items and reflects each item's most recent price. Learn more
Do you have a gift card or promotional code? We'll ask you to enter your claim code when it's time to pay.

Price
Shopping Cart

Subtotal (2 items): $123.98

$27.98

Only 2 left in stock - order soon.

Shipped from: Ama-Zooms

FREE delivery Apr 4 - 9
Gift options not available. Learn more

  Delete  Save for later 

Compare with similar items  Share

Juno Lighting 12 WWH
Incandescent Recessed Shower

$96.00

In Stock

FREE delivery Mon, Apr 8 available at
checkout
FREE Returns

Style: 900 lumens

Color: Bright White

Size: 120V

  Delete  Save for later  Share

Juno IC1LED G4 09LM 120 FRPC
30K, 90CRI-4" IC-Rated New

This is a gift Learn more

Customers who bought Juno Lighting 12 WWH Incandescent
Recessed Shower ... also bought these items from other
categories:

Qty:

Qty:

Qty: 1

Qty: 1

All Shop women-owned businessesMedical Care Groceries Best Sellers Amazon Basics Prime New Releases Music

Delivering to Providence 02903
Update location Search Amazon EN

Returns
& OrdersAll Account & Lists

Hello, sign in 2
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120 Hargraves Dr, PO Box 100, Portsmouth, RI 02871 – Office (401) 683-9110 
 

CHANGE ORDER REQUEST 
 
COR # 

 
21 

 
Submitted to: 

David Horton, Aharonian & Associates 
Copy:  

      Robert Leach, RA 
      Randy Rossi, Town of Smithfield 
      John Aharonian, Aharonian & Associates 
 

Date 04/02/2024 

Project Phase 1B Renovations to 
East Smithfield Neighborhood Center  

Submitted by: 
James Edwards, J.G. Edwards Construction  

 
Subject: Electrical Rough-in for Washer/Dryer in Janitor Closet 
 
Please find below the cost to rough in electrical for a future washer/dryer in Janitor Closet #108..  We will need a 
decision on this request ASAP, so the wiring can be tied into the electrical panel before gypsum board is installed. 
 
Attached is a copy of Change Order Proposal #3, dated 3/29/24, from Wyman & Sons Electric Inc. 
 
 

Wiring & devices 419.00 

Electrical labor, 10 hours 1,008.00 

Subtotal  $1,427.00 

GC Markup (10%) 143.00 

Increased subcontractor liability insurance (1.3%) 19.00 

Increased Performance & Payment Bond (2%) 32.00 

Total Additional Cost $1,621.00 
 



Committed to Exceed Standards Since 1993 

206B King Philip Street, Providence, RI 02909 | Tel: 401.808.6622 
www.wymanandsons.com 

CHANGE ORDER PROPOSAL 

PROJECT:   DATE:  CHANGE ORDER # 

DESCRIPTION:

MATERIAL: QUANTITY  UNIT COST   TOTAL 

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

   MATERIAL SUBTOTAL:   $

LABOR:  QUANTITY  UNIT COST   TOTAL 

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

   LABOR SUBTOTAL:   $

QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT:  QUANTITY  UNIT COST   TOTAL 

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

      $       $

 QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS/EQUIPMENT SUBTOTAL:   $

       MATERIAL:   $

   LABOR:   $

  QUOTES/SUBCONTRACTORS:   $

   OVERHEAD     %:   $

 PROFIT     %:   $

 NET TOTAL:   $

NO WORK WILL BE PERFORMED WITHOUT SIGNED APPROVAL OF PROPOSED CHANGES.

CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE DATE

OWNER SIGNATURE DATE
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Recommended Motion: 

 

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby adopts a resolution to amend the Rules 
of Procedure for the Smithfield Town Council sponsored by Council 
Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. Iannotti. 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE 
SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, 
RHODE ISLAND: 
 
WHEREAS, the Rules of Procedure for Town Council Meetings are hereby amended as follows: 
  
ADD: SECTION 21A. 
 

All new projects in collaboration with the Town proposed by a private 
party shall be placed on the Town Council agenda for an initial presentation prior 
to any final Council action on the proposal.  The matter shall then be placed on the 
Council agenda for its next regularly scheduled meeting or for a subsequent 
meeting.  At that time there shall be a discussion and vote as to whether to schedule 
the proposal for a final vote or determine if further action should be taken including 
but not limited to scheduling a public hearing.  Prior to any final vote, the Town 
Manager and Town Solicitor shall formulate and submit to the Council a Final Plan 
which shall include the performance obligations of the parties, the resolution of any 
legal or insurance issues, the drafting of any contracts and Memoranda of 
Understanding that may be necessary, and a detailed financial analysis as to the 
fiscal impact of the proposal.  

    
WHEREAS, this Resolution will take effect immediately upon its passage by the Town Council. 
 
 
 
PASSED: May 21, 2024    APPROVED: 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
T. Michael Lawton, President 

       Smithfield Town Council 
  

 
 

 
______________________________ 
Lyn M. Antonuccio, CMC 
Town Clerk 
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