
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 

 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
January 23, 2024 



 

6:30 P.M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 

Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to interview Beverly Tobin, Paul 

Dumouchel, and Ed DeMayo for possible appointment or reappointment to a Town board or 

commission, Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Existing Litigation, Case #PC-2019-10870 - Town of 

Smithfield vs. State of Rhode Island, and Section 42-46-5(a)(6); to review, consider, and discuss 

a prospective business to locate in the Town of Smithfield, RI. 
.  

7:00 P.M. AGENDA  

  
I. Regular meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 

- Announce any executive session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to 

Rhode Island General Laws, Sec. 42-46-4. 

II. Prayer 

III. Salute to the Flag 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

V. Presentations:   

A. Smithfield Samaritan – Thomas J. Winfield. 

B. Certificates of Recognition – Volunteer Emergency Management Staff. 

VI. Minutes:   

A. Move that the minutes of the January 9, 2024 executive session meeting held 

pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to 

interview Samantha Kerwin, Donald L. Clarke II, and Stephen M. Bailey for 

possible appointment or reappointment to a Town board or commission be 

approved as recorded and sealed. 

B. Move that the minutes of the January 9, 2024 open session meeting be 

approved as recorded. 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 
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reappointments:  

A. Budget and Financial Review Board reappointment with a term expiring in 

January of 2027. 

B. Budget and Financial Review Board appointment with a term expiring in 

January of 2025. 

C. Board of Assessment Review appointment with a term expiring in December 

of 2026. 

D. Juvenile Hearing Board appointment with a term expiring in September of 

2024. 

E. Board of Canvassers appointment with a term expiring in March of 2024. 

F. Historic Preservation Commission appointment with a term expiring in 

February of 2024. 

VIII. Public Hearings:   

A. Schedule a public hearing on March 5, 2024 for the submission of the Town 

of Smithfield’s 2023 annual RIPDES Stormwater Report to RIDEM. 

B. Conduct  a show cause hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon the possible 

suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Liquor Licenses 

due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

1. Cedar Spill Group d/b/a “Cedar Spill”, 566 Putnam Pike, Unit 4 (Failure 
to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

2. Chacon Restaurant, LLC d/b/a “Frank & John from Italy on the Water”, 
743 Putnam Pike (Failure to pay outstanding tangible taxes) 

3. Copperfield’s, Inc. d/b/a “Copperfield’s Bar & Grill”, 375 Putnam Pike, 
Unit 35 (Failure to produce a food business license) 

4. Crudo, LLC d/b/a “Crudo”, 266 Putnam Pike (Failure to produce a food 
business license) 

5. El Taco Loco, LLC d/b/a “Don El Diablo Taqueria Y Tequila”,  55 
Douglas Pike (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

6. Rogue Squadron Group, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 
970 Douglas Pike, Building C (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good 
Standing) 

7. Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop, LLC d/b/a “Val’s English Tea & Pie 
Shop”, 466 Putnam Pike, Unit 1 (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good 
Standing) 

C. Conduct a show cause hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon the possible 

suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Victualling Only 

Licenses due to non-renewal or non- compliance with the conditions of 

renewal: 



1. The Sevigny Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike 
(Failure to produce necessary paperwork required for renewal) 

IX. Licenses:   

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Victualling Only License for 

Best Life Nutrition d/b/a “The Vibe Nutrition”, 285 George Washington 

Highway #4, as applied subject to compliance with all State regulations and 

local ordinances.  

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Private Detective License for 

Anthony J. Verdi, 75 Pleasant View Avenue, Smithfield, RI 02828 for his 

business “Confidential Surveillance and Investigations, LLC” as applied 

subject to compliance with all State regulations. 

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal of three (3) Mobile 

Food Truck Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 

regulations and local ordinances. 

1. KelCarQ, LLC d/b/a “Team Gotta Q”, to sell barbecue from a truck with 
RI Reg. 526-5785, 24 Barberry Hill, Cumberland, RI  

2. Pa’L Monte, LLC d/b/a “Pa’L Monte”, to sell empanadas from a truck 
with  RI Reg. #35663, 285 Douglas Pike 

3. Rhode Island Kona, LLC d/b/a “Rhode Island Kona”, to sell only frozen 
ice from a truck with RI Reg. 21700, 4 Cider Lane, Smithfield RI 

X. Old Business:  None 

XI. New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon the acceptance of the Audit Report for Fiscal 

Year Ending June 30, 2023 prepared by Hague, Sahady & Co., P.C. 

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for lavatory 

renovations at the Senior Center. 

XII. Public Comment. 

XIII.    Adjournment. 

 
AGENDA POSTED:  FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2024 

 
The public is welcome to any meeting of the Town Council or its sub-committees.  If communication assistance 
(readers/interpreters/captions) or any other accommodation to ensure equal participation is needed, please contact 
the Smithfield Town Manager’s office at 401-233-1010 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. 



 

SMITHFIELD SAMARITANS 
 
The Smithfield Samaritan Program encourages anyone in the community to self-nominate or 
submit a name to the Town Manager of a Smithfield resident or business in Town who is doing, 
or has performed, an act of kindness or good deed that is notable or charitable. 
 
The Town Council will review all nominations that are submitted and each month will select one 
individual or business to be recognized with a citation and given the opportunity to speak at a 
Town Council meeting to describe their good deeds “on the record.”  
 
Please submit your nomination form via email to rrossi@smithfieldri.com or send to Randy Rossi, 
Town Manager, Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI  02917. 
 
 
DATE OF SUBMISSION:           
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION: 
 
Name: John Tassoni           

Address: 2D Tamarac Drive          

Email: tassoni@smithfieldri.gov         

Phone: 401‐451‐1305           

 
NOMINEE INFORMATION: 
 
Name: Tom Winfield           

Address: 2 Church Street          

Email: twinfield.tw@gmail.com         

Phone: 401‐864‐3356           

 



1. Please describe below in 250 words or less why you feel this individual or business should 
be recognized: 

 
Tom Winfield has been an instrumental part of making the All Lit Up Christmas Parade a huge 

success  for  the  past  several  years.   Mr. Winfield  has  spearheaded  the  All  Lit  Up  Parade 

Committee and dedicated endless hours to making the event a memorable occasion for the 

residents of Smithfield ‐ both young and old!  It is residents such as Mr. Winfield who should 

be congratulated for helping to bring great community events like the Christmas Parade to our 

residents.    Mr. Winfield is “A True Sentinel”! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your nomination. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SEE EXECUTIVE 
SESSION ENVELOPE 

 



MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 
Place: Smithfield Town Hall 
Time: 6:00 P.M. 
  

Present:            
   Town Council President T. Michael Lawton 
  Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff (excused) 
  Town Council Member Michael P. Iannotti  
                       Town Council Member Rachel S. Toppi  
   Town Council Member John J. Tassoni, Jr.   
  Town Manager Randy R. Rossi 
   Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone  
   Town Clerk Lyn M. Antonuccio 
 
 

I. President Lawton calls the Tuesday, December 7, 2023 Smithfield Town Council   
Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
At 6:00 p.m., a motion was made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, to 
convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to interview Samantha Kerwin, Donald L. 
Clarke II, and Stephen M. Bailey for possible appointment or reappointment to a Town board or 
commission, Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Existing Litigation, Case #PC-2019-10870 - Town of 
Smithfield vs. State of Rhode Island, and Section 42-46-5(a)(6); to review, consider, and discuss 
a prospective business to locate in the Town of Smithfield, RI. Motion is approved by a 
unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 
President Lawton reported that no votes were taken in executive session that are required to be 
reported pursuant to RIGL§ 42-46-4. 
 

II. President Lawton offers a prayer.  
 

III.   Salute to the flag.  
 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

V. Presentations:  

A. Smithfield Home for the Holidays House and Doorway Decorating Contest 
Winners.  

 
The Holiday House Decorating Contest winners were as follows:  
 
1st Place – The Storti Family, 6 Carltons Trail 
2nd Place – The Souve Family, 8 West Prospect Street 
3rd Place – The Collins Family, 18 Lincoln Street 
 
The winner of the Doorway Contest was the Marsella Family, 5 Josephine Drive 
 
Each winner received a Certificate of Recognition.  
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VI. Minutes: 

A. Move that the minutes of the December 5, 2023 executive session meeting 
held pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) 
Personnel; to interview Deana M. Mills and Lisa M. Baillargeon for possible 
appointment to a Town board or commission and Rhode Island General 
Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Existing Litigation, Case # PC-2019-10870 - 
Town of Smithfield vs. State of Rhode Island be approved as recorded and 
sealed. 

 
Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the minutes of the 
December 5, 2023 executive session meeting minutes be approved as recorded and sealed. Motion 
is approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote. Member Tassoni abstains. 
 

B. Move that the minutes of the December 5, 2023 open session meeting be 
approved as recorded. 
 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the minutes of the 
December 5, 2023 open session meeting be approved as amended, and as recorded. Motion is 
approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 
reappointments:  

 
A. Boyle Athletic Complex Building Committee appointment. 

 

Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby appoints Glenn Castiglia to replace Jason Grove on the Boyle Athletic Complex 
Building Committee. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

VIII. Public Hearings: 

A. Conduct a public hearing to consider and act upon Zoning Ordinance 
amendments to Section 4.4 “Supplementary Use Regulations”, Section 4.3 
“Table of Uses” to add a new use category entitled “Battery Energy Storage 
Facility”, and Section 9.4.8, Table 3 “Economic Growth Overlay District 
Land Uses” sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. 
Iannotti. 

 
President Lawton declares that public hearing open.  
 
Vice President Iannotti explains the following: This amends the Table of Uses, Section 4.3 of the 
Zoning Ordinance by adding a category for “Battery Energy Storage Facilities”. This ordinance 
would restrict such facilities to the Industrial and Planned Corporate Zones and also require the 
issuance of a Special Use Permit. The ordinance would be amended by adding the following:  
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A. No battery energy storage facility shall be located within 500 feet of a residential 
structure.  

B. Non-climbable fences approved by the Board shall be installed and maintained 
around the plant and all its facilities, equipment and operations. 

C.  The use shall be screened from public view and any adjoining residential, 
commercial, office and/or industrial districts with a durable masonry wall, fence 
or hedge or other natural planting of comparable opacity, as ordered by the Board.  

D. All facilities shall be designed, constructed and operated so as to have a minimum 
deleterious effect on the health, safety and general welfare of the community.  

E. The applicant must provide an Emergency Response Plan that provides 
information and instructions to guide first responders in preparing for, and safely 
responding to, an incident, fire, or other emergency associated with the energy 
storage facility.  

F. The applicant must provide a Quantitative Risk Analysis addressing the risks 
associated with battery energy storage site facilities and the barriers and best 
practices in place to address those. The assessment shall discuss the likelihoods 
of incidents based on statistical analysis and reliability data while considering the 
safeguards, industry standards, and best practices that are currently in place.  

G. The applicant must provide a decommissioning plan including descriptions of the 
steps that will be taken, a cost estimate, and a funding plan that includes some 
form of financial assurance such as a bond or letter of credit  

H. The applicant must provide an environmental assessment that incudes any effects 
on wildlife habitats and groundwater caused by both normal operations and in the 
event of a chemical leak or fire. No storage facility may be constructed in the 
absence of public water availability for both the site and abutting parcels. 

 
The reason he and Member Toppi submitted this ordinance is because of their concern about the 
effects of the fires that may occur at such facilities. A battery cell creates heat that sometimes 
cannot be dissipated and causes a “thermal runaway”. The increase of temperature to the cell can 
create a cascading effect. There were three (3) fires at facilities in upstate New York, prompting 
the governor to appoint a working group to inspect all of these facilities throughout the state. One 
of the fires burned for four (4) days which prompted a shelter in place recommendation for several 
hours due to the resulting toxic emissions. Workers, residents, and first responders can be exposed 
to such emissions caused by the heating of the chemicals in the batteries. Such fires can also cause 
groundwater contamination.  
 
Since the public hearing was scheduled, the provision requiring the applicant to provide an 
environmental assessment that includes any effects on wildlife, etc. was added.  
 
Grid-sized storage facilities are relatively new to Rhode Island, and there is little guidance from 
the state regarding the safe siting and operation of these facilities.    
  
Through this ordinance, the council is seeking to ensure these types of facilities are only 
constructed in an appropriate location, and residential areas are not appropriate locations. They 
are only constructed with the planning to ensure their safe operation.  
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James Busam, Chairman of the Zoning Board, 2 Karen Ann Drive thanks Vice President Iannotti 
on his astuteness by picking up on the dangers of these battery facilities. Mr. Busam states that 
they do not belong in residential zones, and the industrial/corporate zones is where they should 
be. The Chairman of the Zoning Board endorses the adoption of this law.  
 
Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, thanks Vice President Iannotti for introducing this because 
ordinance amendment as it is another example of a threat of industrialization of our neighborhoods 
which came along with the threat of solar panels.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins agrees with Vice President Iannotti’s comments with regard to fires, and New York 
put in place a moratorium on building any new battery storage facilities because of the threat of 
these fires while they try to determine what regulations were appropriate.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins states the following: In consideration of the fires and the release of toxins he 
understands that the protocol, if a fire should occur, you must let it burn out, therefore, if we have 
one of these in Town, we can be ensured this will burn for hours or days. Anyone living around 
there is going to have to shelter in place. He thinks it would be warranted for the ordinance to have 
a greater setback requirement than 500’. Putting one of these facilities adjacent to someone’s home 
that has well water, they may never be able to pump well water again.  
 
He would also like the council to consider adding language to the ordinance which would require 
an applicant to submit information regarding any clearing of land or trees that is needed to be done 
to connect the facility to the utility grid. He suggests language such as “an applicant must provide 
a thorough explanation of any transmission lines, access or upgrade required as a result of the 
project, including but not limited to, the route starting and end points potential impact to streets, 
trees, and right-of way width. The applicant must also provide a written explanation any new or 
proposed upgrades to electrical substations that are related to the proposed project. Information 
necessary is including, but not limited to, location, screening, setback, and noise impacts”.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins feels the concern is the same for the battery storage facility as it is for a solar facility 
where both of those are going to be needed to connect to the utility grid.     
 
Member Toppi asks Fire Chief Robert Seltzer’s opinion. Chief Seltzer explains that there is a 
company that is interested in bringing these facilities to the state, and they were to meet with him, 
and other communities, to review the dangers and what regulations these facilities may fall under, 
however, that meeting was cancelled. Chief Seltzer reminds the members that although there is a 
fire code in place, there may be other special regulations that may apply.  Chief Seltzer further 
explains that there are different ways that they have put these facilities together, different proposed 
extinguishing systems, and there are a great deal of variables that will go into play. Chief Seltzer 
also explains that not knowing exactly what they are bringing into the Town, it is important that 
the appropriate litigation efforts are part of the proposal that might meet requirements of the state.     
 
Chief Seltzer also reminds the members that the Fire Department follows the NFPA, however, 
they have not met with the Fire Marshal’s Office. Chief Seltzer states that battery fires are difficult 
to fight, and it is a new challenge for fire service, and they do not have a great deal of experience 
with this.  
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Chief Seltzer feels that the Town needs to go into this cautiously to ensure the appropriate 
safeguards are in place, and this should be part of the deciding factor.   
 
Kenneth Sousa, 2 Williams Road, questions the 200’ to be away from water. Vice President 
Iannotti explains that the 200’ came into play because it is our normal notice requirement to 
abutters. Vice President Iannotti further explains that we are banning them completely from 
residential areas. Vice President Iannotti also explains that groundwater contamination is 
something that needs to be considered in the Special Use Permit application.  
 
Mr. Sousa states that he has heard the substation is almost at the max. Mr. Sousa questions if that 
would cause issues with the RI Energy substation.   
 
Mr. Sousa further questions if an applicant will be required to have a specific bond or insurance 
requirement so if people need to move out of their homes, that they do not have/get any financial 
harm. Mr. Sousa also questions who would pay for this if something were to happen.  
 
Vice President Iannotti explains that would be a civil remedy. Solicitor Gallone states the council 
could consider this as a part of the ordinance.    
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if the Zoning Board can require the posting of a bond. Solicitor 
Gallone states that restrictions can be placed on any Special Use Permit.   
 
Cynthia Mulvey, 17E Waterview Drive states that after researching the subject of lithium battery 
storage facilities, she did not see any regulations in Rhode Island. Ms. Mulvey asks Planner 
Phillips if part of his criteria for accepting a planning proposal includes making sure the utility is 
sanctioned or regulated by the state. Ms. Mulvey would like the ordinance to state that no 
unregulated utilities be allowed to submit a proposal.  Ms. Mulvey feels that regulation is key, and 
she does not think this is necessarily a well-vetted venture.   
 
Ms. Mulvey would like to know if Planner Phillips has vetted the background of the developer as 
to their financials to determine if they are financially able to see the decommissioning of such a 
facility and if they are required to be responsible to perpetuity for the administrative and safety 
considerations post-operative.  
 
Ms. Mulvey would like the Planner to exercise precaution when he is accepting proposals and to 
require them to be regulated by the state and federal agencies that are responsible for that.  
 
Cathy DeLuca, 125 Smith Avenue, questions if there would be additional training required for the 
Fire Department and who would pay for that. Vice President Iannotti states that additional training 
would be required. Solicitor Gallone explains that this would need to be addressed at the 
legislatively at the state level because this is new territory, and these questions have not been 
thought out yet, but will have an impact on cities/towns.      
 
Ms. DeLuca questions if this would not be put into place until the state has something in place. 
Solicitor Gallone explains that there is an application pending before Planning Board, and it is 
under existing regulations. Solicitor Gallone further explains that the Town is looking to update 
their ordinance because there is no guidance on the state level as to how to treat these uses.    
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Solicitor Gallone also explains that “we” have an obligation to protect the residents and their 
health, safety and welfare through these types of ordinances.  
 
Aida Duffney, 156 Mountaindale Road, urges the members to really look at this. Ms. Duffney 
states that she listened to the Planning Board meeting at which someone from the company was if 
they had built this type of facility before. The representative never stated they had actually built 
this type of facility. Ms. Duffney further states that she does not want to be a “guinea pig” with 
something this dangerous in this neighborhood. Ms. Duffney reminds the members that there is a 
school and library one (1) mile away. Ms. Duffney also reminds the members that if the facility 
were to catch on fire, we would all be “screwed” because it would need to burn out. Ms. Duffney 
also sends that everyone there has well water. Ms. Duffney explains that she chose to live here 
and not in an industrial park, and she is afraid that is what it will become. Ms. Duffney does not 
want to live in place with a “ticking time bomb” across the street from her. Ms Duffney expresses 
her concerns about house values going down. Ms. Duffney urges the council to consider not having 
this facility there. 
 
Member Tassoni questions if language can be added to the ordinance that restricts them from 
coming to Smithfield. Solicitor Gallone states that you are trying to locate it in the appropriate 
zone, and cannot prohibit it completely.  
 
Member Tassoni questions why this cannot be eliminated from Town completely. Solicitor 
Gallone explains this is a legislative decision of the Town Council, and if you do that, you run the 
risk of litigation. Solicitor Gallone further explains that the council needs to make a choice 
between the uses you are permitting in the zoning ordinance, and if they are compatible with 
existing land uses. Solicitor Gallone reminds the members that this is more of an industrial use 
than a residential use, therefore, it would be strictly limited to an industrial zone based on these 
amendments. Solicitor Gallone states that, legislatively, the council can prohibit this, but will run 
the risk of litigation.     
 
Member Tassoni feels that countrywide, and what happened in New York, they would have a hard 
time winning that case. Member Tassoni states that he has been here all his life, and he does not 
want a battery storage facility in Smithfield at all.  Member Tassoni further states that he would 
rather “roll the dice” and let them sue us.  
 
Member Toppi explains that ideally that is what she and Vice President Iannotti wanted to do, 
however, based on the recommendation they left it with industrial zones.  
 
Vice President Iannotti explains he would not like having them at all because a fire would affect 
the whole due to the types of chemical releases. Vice President Iannotti further explains that he 
would like to ban it throughout the Town, however, they were advised that could cause litigation. 
Vice President Iannotti thinks the council should take the risk because the risk of fire is so great.   
 
Kerri Colpack, 176 Mountaindale Road, states that no one has mentioned this facility would be 
going next to a natural gas pipeline, which will add to the danger if there is a fire.  
 
Member Toppi questions if the application that has been submitted will be affected by the passing 
of this ordinance.  
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Solicitor Gallone explains the application is currently with the Planning Board, and it under certain 
regulations that are currently in place.  
 
Solicitor Gallone asks Planner Phillips what is available for industrial property. Planner Phillips 
explains that the largest area of industrial property is near the airport. Planner Phillips further 
explains that it is undeveloped property, however, the airport owns it. Planner Phillips also 
explains that there are industrial parks throughout the Town, but they are primarily developed with 
structures. Planner Phillips states that there is planned corporate property near Fidelity, however, 
it has the powerline running through it.    
 
Lisa Baillargeon, 34C Waterview Drive, questions if the proximity to the natural gas pipeline get 
this “knocked out of court”. Solicitor Gallone explains that the Planning Board will have to take 
that into consideration with the pending application. Solicitor Gallone further explains the 
application is pending for the Master Stage, however, no date has been scheduled.  Ms. Baillargeon 
questions seeking injunctive release. Solicitor Gallone states it would have to go through the 
administrative process first.   
 
Grace Toppi, 20 Alpine Ridge, states that she supports the total prohibition of this kind of facility, 
and we are in unchartered waters. Ms. Toppi feels that someone else can learn from mistakes. Ms. 
Toppi also feels it is better to be safe, and take the chance of litigation.  
 
James Ignasher, 40 Sprague Street, questions if this would be considered a “superfund site” if it 
caught fire. Solicitor Gallone finds this to be an interesting questions, but this is all unchartered 
territory. Solicitor Gallone believes there is only one (1) of these facilities in the state (Burriville).  
 
Mr. Ignasher questions the Town’s responsibility for cleanup. Vice President Iannotti explains 
that this is the “heart of the problem” because the state has left the cities/towns with no guidance.   
 
Kenneth Sousa, 2 Williams Road, urges the council to not get caught like it has happened in other 
situations, to count the number of acres that are undeveloped and are zoned industrial. Mr. Sousa 
reminds the members that a developer could buy a facility and tear it down.  
 
Mr. Sousa also reminds the members that litigation costs the Town money. Mr. Sousa states that 
if the council is going to allow this, there needs to be an additional insurance bond. Mr. Sousa 
further states that the Town does not have to sue them to get money, let them go after the bond.   
 
Member Toppi states that it may be worthwhile to ban this because the application has already 
been submitted, and they would not submit another one. Member Toppi encourages residents to 
attend the Planning Board meetings if they are against it. Member Toppi further states that she 
would probably support a ban.  
 
Hearing no further comments, President Lawton closes the public hearing.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council amend the proposed zoning ordinance by prohibiting battery energy storage 
facilities in all zones, change D21 to D20 under the Table of Uses, the addition of a definition of  
a battery energy storage facility, amend the Table of Uses to prohibit battery energy storage 
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facility, amend the Table of Uses to prohibit battery energy storage facilities in all zones, and 
change D21 to D20 under Section 4.4. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.    
 
Section 9.4.8, Table 3 “Economic Growth Overlay District Land Uses”  
 
President Lawton declares the public hearing open.  
 
Town Planner Michael Phillips explains the following: The proposed revision to the Table of Uses, 
Section 4.3, and the Growth Overlay Table of Uses is related to the legislative changes that have 
taken place as of January 1, 2024. The Town has been advised by a consultant they are going to 
be working with that part of the new legislation requires that all Special Use Permit uses must 
have objective criteria which will be judged by the Zoning Board. Absent of any of this criteria 
use will be considered “allowed by right”.  The recommendation has been made to change all of 
the Special Use Permit uses to “prohibited uses” until objective criteria is determined.     
Planner Phillips reviews the various sections that will need to be amended.  
 
Member Toppi would like confirmation that these amendments in Section 3 will only be affecting 
the areas in the Economic Growth Overlay District. Planner Phillips confirms that these 
amendments in Section 3 will only be affecting the areas in the Economic Growth Overlay District. 
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if someone submits an application for one of these uses, would 
they have to be told we do not have any current regulations. Solicitor Gallone states that there are 
currently no regulations, therefore, it is a prohibited use. Planner Phillips explains they could apply 
for a Use Variance.   
 
Hearing no further comments, President Lawton closes the public hearing.  
 
Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council adopt the proposed amendments to Section 4.3 Table of Uses, 4.4 Supplementary Use 

Regulations and Article 9, Section 9.4.8, Table 3-Ego-Land Uses as recommended by the Planning 
Board. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

B. Schedule a public hearing on February 6, 2024 to consider and act upon 
Zoning Ordinance amendments to Section 4.3 “Table of Uses” to add a new 
use category entitled “Wind Energy Facilities” and Section 5.10 
“Inclusionary Zoning” sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and 
Michael P. Iannotti. 

 
Vice President Iannotti explains the following: Inclusionary Zoning requires that all housing 
projects, of six (6) units or more, include an affordable housing component. The amendments were 
approved by the Planning Board on December 21, 2023, and they will require that housing 
projects, of six (6) units or greater, consist of 40% affordable units. The Town currently requires 
that all such projects contain 20% affordable units.  
 
The amendments to the RI Inclusionary Zoning Statute, which took effect on January 1, 2024, 
required that affordable units be raised to at least 25%. The amendments also require the Town to  
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produce two (2) market-rate units for every affordable unit. The maximum of affordable units is 
33%, and the state has set a ceiling on that after having the Town try to meet a 10% affordable 
goal. The amendments approved by the Planning Board would also eliminate the ability for 
developers to make payments to the Town or donating land in lieu of building the affordable 
housing. The Planner has estimated, under the present zoning ordinance, we will not be able to 
reach our 10% goal until 2060. Currently the Town is at the mercy of the comprehensive permit 
process which eviscerates our zoning by providing large density bonuses to developers, and the 
state has increased these bonuses substantially under the new amendments. 
In order to make progress in meeting the 10% housing goal, developers have to be willing to build 
more affordable units, especially after being granted these lucrative density bonuses. This is why 
the Town wants to increase their requirement for affordable housing in these large projects.     
More affordable housing will ensure that the children of our current residents will be able to raise 
families of their own in Town.  
 
Member Toppi explains the following: With regard to the wind energy facilities, the proposed 
amendments would “get the ball rolling” in hopes of ultimately passing a zoning ordinance 
amendment that would protect Town residents against the potential dangers of   wind energy 
facilities. This would be along the same lines of the battery storage facilities and the previously 
passed solar ordinance amendment. It is critical that these types of amendments are “on the books” 
because it can leave residents, businesses, and natural areas at the mercy of these industrial 
developments. The Planning Board meeting approved this amendment at their December 21, 2023 
meeting.  
 
Vice President Iannotti states that he has asked Planner Phillips to look at all of the Town’s energy 
siting to ensure a nuclear power plant cannot be built in a residential area, therefore, our zoning 
statute needs to be revised “from top to bottom”. Vice President Iannotti further states we should 
not have these surprises popping up, and the Town is seeking a $75,000 grant from the state to 
match up the changes that took place on January 1, 2024.  
 
Member Tassoni believes that the map provided is outdated, therefore, an ordinance may not be 
needed because FAA expended the runways to accept small jets. Member Tassoni requests an 
updated map.    
 
Motion is made Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council schedule a Public Hearing on February 6, 2024 to consider adopting amendments to the 
Smithfield Zoning Ordinance pertaining to Wind Energy Facilities and Inclusionary Zoning. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

C. Schedule a public hearing on February 6, 2024 to consider and act upon the 
adoption of the Capital Improvements Program Plan for Years 2025-2044. 

 
Paul Santucci, 10 Appletown Road, suggests that the council has a work session with the BFRB 
and/or the Capital Committee before the public hearing to give residents the ability to digest the  
information. 
 
President Lawton questions if there is a deadline. Town Manager Rossi explains that this is 
supposed to be approved in February based on the Town Charter and there were the hearings  
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held, members from the council and other aspects that are the Capital Committee that put this 
together as well as representation BFRB.  
 
Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, questions when the plan will be provided to the public. 
Town Manager Rossi states it will be made available to the public on Wednesday, January 10, 
2024.  
 
Vice President Iannotti explains that when the council votes on this they would also like to come 
up with ideas on how to fund it. Vice President Iannotti feels that some of the items listed, as 
opposed to last year, are serious infrastructure projects that need to be done.    
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council authorizes the scheduling of a Public Hearing for the Capital Improvements 
Program Plan for 2025-2044 for the February 6, 2024 Town Council Meeting. Motion is 
approved by a 4/0 vote.  
 

D. Schedule a public hearing on February 6, 2024 to consider and act upon Code 
of Ordinance amendments to Section 312 “Streets and Sidewalks” to add 
Article IV entitled “Vehicle Impact Protection Devices” sponsored by 
Council Member John J. Tassoni, Jr. 

 
Member Tassoni would like to have this public hearing scheduled on February 20, 2024 because 
there is more work that needs to be done.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby schedules a public hearing on February 20, 2024 to consider and act upon Code 
of Ordinance amendments to Section 312 “Streets and Sidewalks” to add Article IV entitled 
“Vehicle Impact Protection Devices”. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

E. Conduct a public hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal 
of the Intoxicating Beverage Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance 
with all State regulations, local ordinances and a Certificate of Good Standing 
from the RI Division of Taxation. 
 

INTOXICATING BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS 2023-2024 

CLASS A RETAILER’S BEVERAGE LICENSES 

1. Smithfield Liquor Mart, Inc. d/b/a “Smithfield Liquor Mart”, 970 
Douglas Pike, Bldg. B Left Side 

CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSES 

1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 
Douglas Pike (approved for outdoor bar service) 

2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4 
(approved for outdoor bar service) 
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3. Douglas Eatery, LLC d/b/a “Twin River Pizzeria, Crazy Wings, Thai 
Café”, 55 Douglas Pike (approved for outdoor bar service) 

 
4. Ichiraku, LLC d/b/a “Ichiraku Ramen and Fusion”, 970 Douglas Pike 

(approved for outdoor bar service) 
5. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike (approved 

for outdoor bar service) 
6. Palio, Inc. d/b/a “Siena”, 40 Putnam Pike, Unit B4 
7. Terrazza, LLC d/b/a “Terrazza”, 645 Douglas Pike (approved for 

outdoor bar service) 
8. Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 

(approved for outdoor bar service) 
9. Uno Restaurants, LLC d/b/a “Uno Pizzeria & Grill”, 371 Putnam Pike, 

Suite 200 
CLASS D-CLUB BEVERAGE LICENSES 

1. Portuguese American Social & Athletic Club, 40 Fenwood Avenue 
2. Smithfield Elks #2359, 326 Farnum Pike 

 

President Lawton declares the public hearing open.  

Hearing no comments, President Lawton closes the public hearing.  

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of the following Intoxicating Beverage Licenses, as listed, 
as applied, subject to compliance with all state regulations, local ordinances, and a Certificate of 
Good Standing from the RI Division of Taxations.  

INTOXICATING BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS 2023-2024 

CLASS A RETAILER’S BEVERAGE LICENSES 

1. Smithfield Liquor Mart, Inc. d/b/a “Smithfield Liquor Mart”, 970 Douglas 
Pike, Bldg. B Left Side 

CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSES 

1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 Douglas 
Pike (approved for outdoor bar service) 

2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4 
(approved for outdoor bar service) 
3. Douglas Eatery, LLC d/b/a “Twin River Pizzeria, Crazy Wings, Thai Café”, 

55 Douglas Pike (approved for outdoor bar service) 
4. Ichiraku, LLC d/b/a “Ichiraku Ramen and Fusion”, 970 Douglas Pike 

(approved for outdoor bar service) 
5. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike (approved for 

outdoor bar service) 
6. Palio, Inc. d/b/a “Siena”, 40 Putnam Pike, Unit B4 
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7. Terrazza, LLC d/b/a “Terrazza”, 645 Douglas Pike (approved for outdoor 
bar service) 

8. Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 
(approved for outdoor bar service) 

 
9. Uno Restaurants, LLC d/b/a “Uno Pizzeria & Grill”, 371 Putnam Pike, Suite 

200 
 

CLASS D-CLUB BEVERAGE LICENSES 

10. Portuguese American Social & Athletic Club, 40 Fenwood Avenue 
11. Smithfield Elks #2359, 326 Farnum Pike 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

F. Consider scheduling a Show Cause Hearing on Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
to consider, discuss and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or 
other sanction regarding the listed Liquor Licenses due to non-renewal or 
non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. Cedar Spill Group d/b/a “Cedar Spill”, 566 Putnam Pike, Unit 4 

(Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
2. Chacon Restaurant, LLC d/b/a “Frank & John from Italy on the 

Water”, 743 Putnam Pike (Failure to pay outstanding tangible taxes) 
3. Copperfield’s, Inc. d/b/a “Copperfield’s Bar & Grill”, 375 Putnam 

Pike, Unit 35 (Failure to produce a food business license) 
4. Crudo, LLC d/b/a “Crudo”, 266 Putnam Pike (Failure to produce a 

food business license) 
5. El Taco Loco, LLC d/b/a “Don El Diablo Taqueria Y Tequila”,  55 

Douglas Pike (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
6. Rogue Squadron Group, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan 

Grille”, 970 Douglas Pike, Building C (Failure to produce a Certificate 
of Good Standing) 

7. LeeDeg, Inc. d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, 55A Douglas Pike (Failure 
to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

8. Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop, LLC d/b/a “Val’s English Tea & Pie 
Shop”, 466 Putnam Pike, Unit 1 (Failure to produce a Certificate of 
Good Standing) 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on Tuesday, January 23, 2024 to consider the 
possible suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Liquor Licenses due to 
non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

  
1. Cedar Spill Group d/b/a “Cedar Spill”, 566 Putnam Pike, Unit 4 (Failure to 

produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
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2. Chacon Restaurant, LLC d/b/a “Frank & John from Italy on the Water”, 743 
Putnam Pike (Failure to pay outstanding tangible taxes) 
3. Copperfield’s, Inc. d/b/a “Copperfield’s Bar & Grill”, 375 Putnam Pike, Unit 
35 (Failure to produce a food business license) 
4. Crudo, LLC d/b/a “Crudo”, 266 Putnam Pike (Failure to produce a food 
business license) 
5. El Taco Loco, LLC d/b/a “Don El Diablo Taqueria Y Tequila”,  55 Douglas 
Pike (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
6. Rogue Squadron Group, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970 
Douglas Pike, Building C (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

7. LeeDeg, Inc. d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, 55A Douglas Pike (Failure to 
produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

8. Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop, LLC d/b/a “Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop”, 
466 Putnam Pike, Unit 1 (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

G. Consider scheduling a Show Cause hearing on Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
to consider, discuss, and act upon the possible suspension, revocation, or 
other sanction regarding the listed Victualling Only Licenses due to non-
renewal or non- compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. The Sevigny Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike 

(Failure to produce necessary paperwork required for renewal) 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby schedules a public hearing on Tuesday, January 23, 2024 to consider the 
possible suspension, revocation, or other sanction regarding the listed Victualling Only Licenses 
due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 
 

1. The Sevigny Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike 
(Failure to produce necessary paperwork required for renewal) 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

H.  Conduct a public hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon approving the 
renewal of the following one (1) Victualling Only License to include renewal 
of the Extended Hours of Operation, as applied, subject to compliance with 
all State Regulations and local ordinances: 

 
1. Marylou’s News, Inc. d/b/a “Marylou’s Coffee”, 368 Putnam Pike to 

extend hours of operation to 4:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

 
President Lawton declares the public hearing open. 

Town Clerk Antonuccio explains that the extended hours of operation should be 2:00 a.m. to 
4:30 a.m.  
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Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of one (1) Victualling Only License to include renewal of 
the Extended Hours of Operation, as amended, subject to compliance with all State Regulations 
and local ordinances: 
 

1. Marylou’s News, Inc. d/b/a “Marylou’s Coffee”, 368 Putnam Pike to 
extend hours of operation to 2:00 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

XI. Licenses: 

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal  of seven (7) of  
Entertainment Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all 
State regulations and local ordinances: 

 
1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 

Douglas Pike  
2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4  
3. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike 
4. Palio, Inc. d/b/a “Siena”, 400 Putnam Pike, Unit B4 
5. Terrazza, LLC d/b/a “Terrazza”, 645 Douglas Pike  
6. Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 

45 Cedar Swamp Road 
7. TMG Trap North d/b/a “The Trap North Brew Pub & Grill”, 10 Smith 

Avenue 

Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield 
Town Council approve the renewal of all of the Entertainment Licenses for the businesses listed, 
except “The Trap North Brew Pub & Grill” subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances: 

 

1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 
Douglas Pike  

2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4  
3. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike 
4. Palio, Inc. d/b/a “Siena”, 400 Putnam Pike, Unit B4 
5. Terrazza, LLC d/b/a “Terrazza”, 645 Douglas Pike  
6.  Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 45   

Cedar Swamp Road 
 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

 
Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal of one (1) of Entertainment 
Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local 
ordinances: 
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1. TMG Trap North d/b/a “The Trap North Brew Pub & Grill”, 10 
Smith Avenue 

 
T.J. Martucci, President of “The Trap North Brew Pub & Grill” is present to address questions  
from the council regarding the suggested restrictions to his license. Vice President Iannotti 
explains that there have been complaints about the noise, which travels across the lake and disturbs 
residents mostly on West Cottage Street. Those residents have asked that the outside sound be 
restricted after 10:00 p.m. on weeknights.  Vice President Iannotti further explains that the council 
would want to condition the Entertainment License by having the outside speakers turned off at 
10:00 p.m. on weeknights.  
 
Town Manager Rossi reminds the members that discussion took place about allowing 
entertainment after 10:00 p.m. the eve before holiday.   
 

Mr. Martucci is agreeable to this restriction. Mr. Martucci explains that he has done his best to be 
proactive by scheduling noise readings and by asking the police department to share the 
model/make of the noise meter so that he could purchase his own to allow for readings to take 
place independently of the complaints. Mr. Martucci offers his apologies. Mr. Martucci also 
explains that they have experimented with shutting certain doors, however, it is logical to shut 
those speakers off because the ambient noise from inside is more than enough patrons on the deck 
to enjoy.  
 
Mr. Martucci reminds the members that no situation is “dummy-proof”, and if there is a manager 
on duty that does not follow their duties it may be left on, however, he will do his best by working 
with his sound company to have that zone shut off and overridden.  
 

Member Tassoni questions if Mr. Martucci received the information he requested from the police 
department. Mr. Martucci states that he has not seen the actual readings, and he has not received 
the model/make of the meter. Mr. Martucci further states that after reading comments on  
he scheduled an appointment with the Chief, and they did a walkthrough before the restaurant 
opened prompting him to be proactive and taking independent readings. Mr. Martucci also states 
that readings were taken, but he was not present. Mr. Martucci feels there was just some 
miscommunication because the police have been “fantastic”.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of one (1) Entertainment License, with the outside speakers 
will be turned off on all weeknights except those nights that occur before a holiday, and subject 
to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances: 
 

1. TMG Trap North d/b/a “The Trap North Brew Pub & Grill”, 10 Smith 
Avenue 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
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B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal of four (4) Special Dance 
Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances: 

 

1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 
Douglas Pike  

2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4  
3. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike 
4. Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 

45 Cedar Swamp Road 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of four (4) Special Dance Licenses, as listed, as applied, 
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances: 
 

1. 970 Douglas Pike, LLC d/b/a “Condesa Mexican Restaurant”, 970 Douglas 
Pike  

2. Brewology, LLC d/b/a “Brewology”, 9 Cedar Swamp Road, Unit 4  
3. LJD, LLC d/b/a “Laura’s Bar and Grill”, 943 Douglas Pike 
4. Thirsty Beaver Smithfield, LLC d/b/a “Thirsty Beaver Pub & Grub”, 45 

Cedar Swamp Road 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving the renewal of five (5) Victualling Only 
Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances: 

 
1. Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC d/b/a “Chipotle Mexican 

Grill”, 473 Putnam Pike 
2. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View 

Avenue, Unit 3 
3. Ivy and Lace Bakeshop, LLC d/b/a “The Ivy and Lace Bake Shop”, 592 

Putnam Pike 
4. J’s Delicatessen, Inc. d/b/a “J’s Delicatessen”, 285 George Washington 

Highway 
5. Target Corporation d/b/a “Target T-1404”, 371 Putnam Pike 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the annual renewal of five (5) Victualling Only Licenses, as listed, as applied, 
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances: 
 

1. Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC d/b/a “Chipotle Mexican 
Grill”, 473 Putnam Pike 

2. DK Convenience, LLC d/b/a “DK Convenience”, 200 Pleasant View 
Avenue, Unit 3 
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3. Ivy and Lace Bakeshop, LLC d/b/a “The Ivy and Lace Bake Shop”, 592 
Putnam Pike 

4. J’s Delicatessen, Inc. d/b/a “J’s Delicatessen”, 285 George Washington 
Highway 

5. Target Corporation d/b/a “Target T-1404”, 371 Putnam Pike 

 Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Holiday Sales License for James’ 
Fine Cigars, LLC d/b/a “James’ Fine Cigars” located at 20 Cedar Swamp Road, as 
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve a new Holiday Sales License for James’ Fine Cigars, LLC d/b/a “James’ Fine 
Cigars” located at 20 Cedar Swamp Road, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving one (1) One-Day Beer/Wine License for 
the Smithfield Senior Center as follows: 

 
 New Year’s Party to be held on Thursday, January 18, 2024 from 12:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The party will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. 
Hawkins, Jr. Trail from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as applied, subject to all 
State regulations and local ordinances. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve a one (1) One-Day Beer/Wine License for the Smithfield Senior Center as 
follows: 
 

 New Year’s Party to be held on Thursday, January 18, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

The party will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. Hawkins, 
Jr. Trail from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as applied, subject to all State regulations 
and local ordinances. 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

IX. Old Business: 

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to purchase 
Ballistic Protective Equipment from Triage Training Group in an amount not 
to exceed forty-nine thousand, eight hundred sixty-four dollars and twenty-
five cents ($49,864.25) to be funded from the Bryant University billing 
account. 
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Chief Seltzer explains the following: Some of the equipment that was purchased was faulty, and 
the company responsible for this has been charged. The owner is going to prison after being 
charged by the federal government.     
 
There is the potential to recoup some of the money from the assets he has, however, the prosecutor 
is not very hopeful. He did look at several other companies and Triage Training Group has 
provided a quote to replace all of the equipment in addition to providing some training for the 
equipment and tactical consideration. The police department will be included as part of this price. 
If money is recouped, it will go back into the Bryant Billing Account   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if the funding is coming from the Bryant Building Account and 
won’t affect taxes. Chief Seltzer assures the members that the funding is from the Bryant Billing 
Account which is separate.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, to authorize the 
Smithfield Fire Department to purchase ballistic protective equipment and associated training 
from the Triage Training Group in the amount of $49,864.25, funded from the Bryant Billing 
Account. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

B. Sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, consider, discuss, and act 
upon a request for waiver of water main extension based on the Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 350 Water Line Extensions, Article 1 Construction of 
Waterlines and Other Water Capital Equipment by Private Developers, 
Section 350-1 Extension of Water Service Article 1.C 

 
There is no action required to be taken by the Town Council at this time (this agenda item is 
withdrawn). 
 

X. New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to purchase 
a resource management software from Tablet Command, Inc. in the amount 
of thirty-eight thousand, five hundred dollars and zero cents ($38,500.00) to 
be funded by RIEMA Grant 34-02-2022 HSGP. 

 

Chief Seltzer explains the following: This is a grant with no match as it is funded completely by 
Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency. This is an application for the dispatch center to 
track resources that show them when responding that will show up on the Incident Commander’s 
iPad in the field. This will also be used for their regional dispatch for mutual.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, to authorize the Smithfield Fire 
Department to purchase Tablet Command, in the amount of $38,500.00, utilizing RIEMA Grant 
34-02-2022 HSGP. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
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B. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to submit a 
Municipal Public Safety Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $1 million to be  
used to assist in financing a new fire station. 

 
Chief Seltzer explains the following: He is working with the Planner, Town Planner and the  
grant writer to complete the application. This is Municipal Public Safety Infrastructure Grant 
which was put in the governor’s budget for this year and contains $11M in that program. Town 
meets all the criteria for this program, and the final package is being put together. The Town has 
the possibility of getting more depending on how many applications are submitted, however, the 
Town does meet the criteria to receive $1M.       
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the $4.5M matching bond and if the Town needs to match that 
whole amount. Town Manager Rossi explains that there is no matching requirement. Town 
Manager Rossi further explains that stating this shows there is “skin in the game”.    
 
Member Toppi questions if there are any strings attached. Chief Seltzer states this is the end of 
the ARPA money, and the purpose of the program is to help communities offset costs.   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if we have a fire station project yet and if a project needs to be 
presented. Town Manager Rossi explains the full design is included along with the budget.  
 
Chief Seltzer explains that the basic fire station design would go wherever it ends up, and if 
another parcel was donated, it could go there.  
 
Town Manager Rossi explains that the $1M must be expended by December 31, 2026.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, to approve the 
submittal of an application for funding through the Municipal Public Safety Infrastructure grant 
program in the amount of $1.0 million, to be used to assist in financing our north-end fire station. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

C. Sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, consider, discuss, and act upon a 
bid award for the North Providence Pressure Reducing Project. 

 
DPW Director Gene Allen explains the following: The low bidder is Boyle and Fogarty. The total 
contract cost is $826,960.00 and the majority, $790,012.56 will be from an existing SRF Bond, 
and the balance will be taken from the Reserve Funds.     
 
Vice President Iannotti questions the Add Alternate 1. Director Allen explains this is Bicentennial 
Way, and there are discussions taking place with Providence Water to potentially switch that 
location giving it to Providence Water Supply. Director Allen further explains that we would take 
over a section of lines in Smithfield almost equal in revenue and footage. Director Allen also 
explains the reason for this is that Providence Water is looking to install another line down 
Bicentennial Way which currently goes around the ledge rather than in a straight line. Director 
Allen states that if the discussions fail, he will need to come before the council to ask for the 
additional amount.  
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Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council, sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, award the construction of the North  
Providence Pressure Reducing Project to Boyle and Fogarty Construction, Inc. of 2 Industrial  
Drive South, Unit 1, Smithfield, RI 02917 in the amount of $790,012.56 from the RI Infrastructure 
Bank SRF Loan, and $36,947.44 from the Water Supply Boards retained earnings account. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

D. Sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, consider, discuss, and act upon 
authorizing the Town Manager to enter into contract with Pare Corporation in 
an amount not to exceed fifty-five thousand, five hundred dollars and zero cents 
($55,500.00) for contract and engineering services for the North Providence 
Pressure Reducing Project. 

 

Director Allen explains the following: This is for the engineering and administrative costs 
associated with the project that was just approved. The DPW will be doing the in-house 
inspections to cut down on the amount of time that would be paid to an engineering firm.  
 

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council, sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, authorizes the Town Manager to enter into 
contract for the Contract Administration and Engineering Services for the North Providence 
Pressure Reducing Project, with Pare Corporation, for a total price not to exceed $55, 500.00. 
Further, the funding for this project shall be from the Water Supply Boards retained earnings 
account. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon awarding a contract to Lake Shore 
Environmental in an amount not to exceed thirteen thousand, five hundred fifty 
dollars and zero cents ($13,550.00) for installation of three test wells onsite at the 
Gallagher Middle School. 

 
Director of Buildings and Grounds Angelo Mencucci explains the following: This is a result of 
moving two (2) 12,000 gallon oil tanks from Gallagher Middle School. The tanks were intact, 
however, there was a small amount of oil that was found around the fill ports of each tank. DEM 
was onsite and there is an environmental engineer of record, which is Lake Shore Environmental. 
Less than six (6) yards of contaminated soil was removed from the site with a manifest. This is a 
basic DEM project if you have a spill. The minimum requirement is that you have at least three 
(3) test wells and at least a quarterly test to remain compliant to their standard. The samples taken 
were slightly elevated.   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if the proposals were reviewed by the Town Engineer. Town 
Manager Rossi explains that the Town Engineer has been involved in the discussions, however, 
the requirement was laid out specifically by DEM. Town Manager Rossi is sure that the Town 
Planner reviewed what was decided by DEM.  
 
Vice President Iannotti expresses his concerns about choosing the lowest bidder, who is not always 
the best. Town Manager Rossi states that the Town is very familiar with Lake Shore  
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Environmental as they have worked with the Town on numerous other projects.  Town Manager 
Rossi assures the members that the Town will not be losing quality or service.   
 
Vice President Iannotti questions how this is connected to the Boyle Athletic Complex. Town 
Manager Rossi explains that it has to do with the whole project; the field and the Honeywell 
portion. Town Manager Rossi further explains that the Honeywell portion which has to do with 
the boilers, and the rooftop units at both schools.  
 
Director Mencucci states that this is also a result of the gas conversion that occurred at Gallagher 
Middle School.  
 
Vice President Iannotti questions if this comes from those funds that were set aside for all of these 
projects. Town Manager Rossi states that funds are from the ARPA money, school fund balance, 
and the energy loan.  
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby award to Lake Shore Environmental the contract for the two (2) tasks as 
described for a total not to exceed thirteen thousand five-hundred and fifty dollars ($13,550.00). 
Subject to School Committee approval at their Tuesday, January, 2, 2024 School Committee 
meeting. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

F. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of four 
thousand, three hundred, thirty-two dollars and seventy-eight cents ($4,332.78). 

 
Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve the tax abatements in the amount of $4,332.78. Motion is approved by a 
unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 

XI. Public Comment:  

Paul Santucci, 10 Appletown Road, states the following: Town Manager Rossi had indicated to 
residents of Hawthorne Road that a private company is submitting a proposal to construct a 
building on Town land. Mr. Santucci submits a petition to the Town Clerk consisting of ninety-
three (93) signatures, asking the council to not consider Deerfield Park for an indoor soccer 
complex.  The affected neighborhoods are zoned R-20, and where traffic areas to be effected are 
already under heavy use because of Deerfield Park, especially Indian Run Trail and Wampum 
Trail.  
  
Traffic studies have not been completed and the Town is not a “for profit enterprise”, and is not 
in the soccer business. The quality of life will be permanently impacted, and abutters have not 
been notified of any such development. It is their understanding the development is to be located 
on Town property by a private enterprise. A private enterprise should purchase its own land, create 
its own physical structure, getting its own financing, and have its own parking. Town resources 
should not be burdened.   
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While this proposal has not gone through Planning or Zoning, he and the petitioners, are asking 
the council to promptly vote “no” on this proposal. There are wetland delineations that were 
completed in this area, and hundreds of homes will be affected by this, including forty-four (44) 
homes on Indian Run Trail and Wampum Trail and dozens of others leading into the park, as well  
as his own neighborhood. Mr. Santucci questions if there are deed restrictions in the park that 
would not allow a private developers from building. Mr. Santucci also questions if there was an 
initial prohibition, in the bond at Deerfield Park that would prohibit a private enterprise from 
building there. The area is not a proper location for commercial building and the clandestine nature 
has hundreds of people concerned about public safety.     
 

Shana DePetrillo, 17 Lodgepole Lane, states the following: Her husband has been speaking with 
Mr. Santucci about the soccer complex. She can see the area through her back window. There are 
approximately thirteen (13) children on that street alone, and most of them are under the age of 
thirteen (13).  The children all play in the street, and opening a soccer complex, or anything that 
would increase traffic in that area, would endanger the lives of the children. She has lived in the 
Town for nine (9) years, and there are a great deal of young families that live near her also 
purchased their homes because it is a quiet road. A complex like the one being proposed would 
directly impact the quality of life of the children and families.  She is not a zoning expert, however, 
she believes that something of this nature would not be condoned in a residential area. She urges 
the members to reconsider the location of this building.  
 
Member Tassoni states that there is no proposal, it was a concept. Member Tassoni questions the 
letters that went out to the neighbors and where the information came from because most of the 
information was discussed in closed session. Member Tassoni further states that he is going to call 
the Attorney General’s Office to see where all that information was leaked from.    
 

Ms. DePetrillo thinks that would be a great place to start, and information such as this should be 
brought to everyone’s attention, not just the neighbors.  Member Tassoni explains that when the 
council gets a proposal, it will be vetted through Planning, if it needs to, and the answers to Mr. 
Santucci’s questions will addressed.  
 

Vice President Iannotti states that a proposal like this would need to be approved by the council, 
and a public hearing would be held. Vice President Iannotti further states that no formal proposal 
has been received. Vice President Iannotti also states this was just a concept. Vice President 
Iannotti explains that he walked the property, and he understands Ms. DePetrillo’s concerns, 
however, the council has no intention of disturbing that neighborhood under any circumstances.  
 

President Lawton states that it is important to note that the Town did not propose this, and if it 
ever transpires, it would be transparent.   
 

Paul Santucci, 10 Appletown Road, states the following: It does not take a “rocket scientist” to 
figure out what was going on. There were two (2) discussions that Town Manager Rossi had, with 
two (2) residents on Hawthorne Road. This immediately got out into the neighborhood, and it is 
deeply disturbing to everyone that lives within that area. Hundreds of people would be affected.  
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He did not discuss this with anyone on the council, and he would not.      
 

Thomas Hodgkins, 200 Farnum Pike, states the following: On April 4, 2023 he sent a letter to the 
council before the public hearing where the council voted to re-zone approximately sixty (60) 
properties, one of which, was Deerfield Park. Whatever the concept was would not have been 
allowed prior to the council’s rezoning. The rezoning created an open space district and expanded 
that definition to include indoor sports facilities, restroom facilities, exhibition space, maintenance 
buildings, and “other facilities for educational or instructional purposes”.   
 

The zoning change the council made also allowed those uses “by right”, therefore, there will never 
be a zoning hearing for any of the neighbors here if there is going to be a complex there because 
it is allowed “by right”.  This would not go before Planning or Zoning, but perhaps the council 
would vote on a ground lease with a developer. 
 
Vice President Iannotti states that the council would need to approve it at a public hearing.  
 
Solicitor Gallone states the council would need to approve it, and as far as any perspective 
buildout, it would be considered a major land development project, requiring a public hearing at 
a Planning Board meeting.   
 

Mr. Hodgkins states that the only privy the council would have is to vote on a lease. Mr. Hodgkins 
further states that was not allowed before the zoning change. Mr. Hodgkins also states that what 
he warned the council against, is precisely what is going to happen now. Mr. Hodgkins reads from 
his letter of April 4, 2023.  Mr. Hodgkins explains it is inappropriate because there are residential 
neighborhoods, it is open space that is not to be developed for uses, and the purported reason for 
the zone change was to comply with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and the primary intent of 
the open space zone is to “ensure that land preserved as open space or recreation is not developed 
or used for other purpose”.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins questions why the change to the zoning allow for, among other things, indoor sports 
facilities, recreation, restroom facilities, exhibition space, maintenance buildings, and other uses, 
and allow those uses “by right”.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins feels that the council should revisit this, and at least add a special permit 
requirement to allow neighbors to go to a zoning hearing and express their concerns about the use 
of the property.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins states that he also brought up notice to abutters was insufficient, and the Town did 
not provide specific written notice to the rezoning of that land. Mr. Hodgkins further states that 
the Town disagrees with him, however, if there is anyone at this hearing that would have gone to 
the rezoning hearing, had they received specific written notice, then the council should consider 
what their remedies would be. Mr. Hodgkins feels that the Town should take a more open view 
and provide notice as being a good neighbor in Town rather than a restrictive view.    
 

Mr. Hodgkins explains that another property that was rezoned was Camp Shepard, and when it  
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was purchased, everyone was told there would be protections on that property (something along 
the lines of a Conservation Easement).  Mr. Hodgkins further explains that, to date, nothing has 
been done to protect that property. Mr. Hodgkins feels that the same thing could happen to Camp  
Shepard; an indoor sports facility, which is a use “by right”. Mr. Hodgkins also explains that was 
his understanding that the Camp Shepard Subcommittee was created with priority number one to 
determine the use of that land.  
 
Mr. Hodgkins asks the council to consider amending the open space zoning to limit the uses by at 
least a Special Use Permit.  
 
Anthony Calcione, 4 Wampum Trail, explains the following: When the park was put in, Wampum 
Trail was not supposed to be used to go into the park, and the council at that time, decided 
Deerfield Drive was getting too much traffic, therefore, Wampum Trail was opened. There is the 
baseball field, Senior Center, kids going to/from school which means they cannot get out of their 
driveways. A place like this does not belong there. There is no sports complex that he has ever 
seen in the middle of a residential area where you have to go through side streets to get to it. It is 
not their fault that the council at the time put a park on land that was landlocked. Mr. Calcione 
states that he will get a lawyer if the council allows this to go on that property.  
 
Kenneth Sousa, 2 Williams Road, states the following: As a member of the BFRB, he is trying to 
find money. He is exhausted with the “shiny bauble syndrome” of adopting things that are ribbon 
cutting events. The Town has a capital problem, and he is going to make a big deal about it this 
year. The Town needs to be careful about its infrastructure because we have a great deal of deferred 
maintenance. He is afraid that the Town does these things to add infrastructure to the Town which 
then needs upkeep.   
  
Michelle Monteiro, 11 Lodgepole Lane, states that she can see the sand dune from her house, and 
she walks there often. She feels like the dunes have been reduced, and she can hear the noise from 
Deerfield Park.   
 

Town Manager Rossi explains that the trucks there have to do with the fill that was removed from 
the football field, and it was also noticed it was blocking drainage, therefore, she will see more 
work to remove the material. Town Manager Rossi assures Ms. Monteiro that there has been no 
reduction in trees. Town Manager Rossi states that he will look into the additional noise.  
 
Larry Fillipelli, 7 Hawthorne Road, states the following: He abuts the park, and a facility like this 
not going to be welcomed. However, if the Town wanted to take up a consideration like this, he 
implores the council to work in conjunction with the School Department because there would be 
a 52% reimbursement from the state on school construction. If it is made an educational facility, 
that serves the needs of the children and the School Department, the Town will get the facility and 
the reimbursement. It could be placed on land most closely associated with the schools rather than 
upsetting many neighbors and the serene area of the park.  
 
Joseph Walker, 64 Indian Run Trail, states the following: When he moved here thirty (30) years 
ago, Deerfield Park was a sandpit. He would walk there with his son and enjoy nature. When the 
park was proposed, he was enthusiastic. His children played there, and it has been a god sent for 
the neighborhood. The downside is the traffic. It should be kept open and enjoyable for everybody, 
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but we do not need more facilities that will cause bad traffic situations.   
 
Mario Monteiro, 11 Lodgepole Lane, explains the following: He is surprised a proposal has not 
been put into place, and it has become a hot topic on Facebook. Several people were talking about 
it with intimate knowledge. Square footage was being shared, maps were being shared, and talked 
about as if the project was far along.       
 

XII. Adjournment:  

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.  
 
         Meeting adjourns at 8:57 p.m.  
 
      ____________________________ 
             Town Clerk  
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January 16, 2024 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Smithfield Town Council 
 
FROM: ____________________________________ 
  Kevin Cleary, PE, LSIT, Town Engineer 
 
RE:  2023 RIPDES Small MS4 Annual Report, Year 20 
  Request for a Public Hearing on March 5, 2024 
 
Honorable Town Council: 

 

SUBJECT:  

Request that a public hearing be scheduled on March 5, 2024 for comments on the Year Twenty (20) 
RIPDES Small MS4 Annual Report, in the event that twenty-five (25) or more people express interest 
or have comments about the report. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The Storm Water Phase II RIPDES Regulations became effective on March 10, 2003 and an annual 
report is due on March 10th each year thereafter.  The Phase II regulated communities are required to 
reduce the discharge of pollutants from their storm sewer system to the “maximum extent practicable” 
to protect water quality.  Regulated communities have developed and implemented a Stormwater 
Management Program Plan (SWMPP) that consists of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for six 
minimum control measures.  These six minimum control measures consist of the following: 

1. Public Education and Outreach, which is the distributing of educational materials and performing 
outreach to inform the public about water quality impacts of polluted stormwater runoff. 

2. Public Involvement / Participation, which is providing opportunities for the public to participate 
in program development and implementation, including effectively publicizing hearings, workshops 
and encouraging citizen participation in the monitoring of potential pollution and illicit discharges. 

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, which is developing and implementing a plan to detect 
and eliminate illicit discharges to the storm sewer system, including map development of the storm 
drainage system and informing the public about hazards associated with illegal discharges and 
improper waste disposal.  

Town of Smithfield 

64 FARNUM PIKE 
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND  02917 

Telephone:  (401) 233-1041  –  Fax:  (401) 233-1091 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 
 
Kevin Cleary, PE, LSIT  
Town Engineer                                                                                                             ____________________________________ 
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4. Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Controls, which is developing, implementing and enforcing 
an erosion and sediment control program for construction activities that disturb more than 1 acre of 
land.   

5. Post-construction Stormwater Management, which is developing, implementing and enforcing a 
program to address discharges of post-construction stormwater runoff from new development and 
re-development areas through the use of non-structural BMPs.   

6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations, which is developing and 
implementing a program to reduce and prevent non-point source pollutant loadings from municipal 
operations, including training of municipal staff on pollution prevention measures (i.e., street 
sweeping, reduction in use of street salt and annual catch basin cleaning to name a few).   

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

The annual report is a cumbersome report to complete and many municipalities contract this task out to 
consultants.  Smithfield Engineering Department has prepared these reports for the last sixteen years.   

The cost of completing the requirements imposed by RIDEM and EPA for the Phase II Storm Water 
Mandate increases each year, as additional requirements are introduced and services are further 
expanded.   

Currently, the Smithfield Engineering Department has $32,500 budgeted in the FY24 Operations Budget 
to meet the mandated of the Phase II Stormwater Permit requirements.  These funds are used for a variety 
of stormwater related tasks such as stormwater sampling & testing, permit amendments, drain line CCTV 
& cleaning, educational material and future planning of pollution control best management practices & 
retrofit projects.  

 

BENEFITS & ACHIEVEMENTS: 

The RIPDES Phase II Stormwater Management Program Plan requires annual succession of stormwater 
rules, regulations, inspections and maintenance.   

These are a few benefits and achievements the Town has gained during Year Twenty (20): 

• The Engineering Department continuously updates mapping of Town owned and maintained 
drainage assets in the GIS inventory.  DPW & Engineering can effectively schedule inspections 
and maintenance of all the stormwater collection systems.  In addition, this information has been 
edited is available for publicly use on the Town’s website as an online GIS map tool. 

• During the mapping of the Town’s drainage system, a comprehensive inspection was completed 
for each drainage outfall structure and associated pipe connections.  The following are some of the 
benefits from this task: 

 Unknown and clogged drainage systems were further identified, cleaned and brought back to 
proper operation, ending long standing drainage problems town wide in many areas. 

 Identification, inspection and logging of RIDOT and town outfalls. 
 Identification of interconnections of the drainage systems between Town, State and private 

properties with some suspect connections being monitored for illicit discharges. 
 Some structures found to be in hazardous condition were rebuilt by DPW crews. 

•    Drainage outfalls and stormwater management areas are inspected annually. Drainage outfalls 
within the identified TMDL area are inspected twice a year, once each during the high and low 
water table periods. Water samples from each outfall within the TMDL areas of the 
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Woonasquatucket River are taken, then collected and tested for possible illicit discharges into the 
Town’s stormwater collection system. 

• Overall improvement in water quality of local streams, ponds, lakes and rivers within Smithfield 
through the implementation of an organized approach to managing stormwater to promote 
environmental stewardship through best management practices, education and maintenance 
programs. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

In accordance with the Phase II Storm Water Regulations for the Year Twenty (20) RIPDES MS4 Annual 
Report, the Town of Smithfield will place advertisements in the local newspaper notifying the public 
that the report is available for review and comment.  If the Town of Smithfield receives a request from 
twenty-five (25) or more people, a governmental agency, a subdivision or an association having no less 
than twenty-five (25) members on or before 4:00 PM, Friday, March 1, 2024 a public hearing will be 
required at the March 5th Town Council meeting. 

 

MOTION 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council schedule a public hearing at the March 5, 2024 Town Council 
meeting to address and finalize any comments on the RIPDES small MS4 Annual Report for Year 20.  If 
no public comment is submitted, as outlined above, a public hearing is not required.  
 
 
Cc: Randy R. Rossi, MBA, CGFM, Town Manager 
 Gene Allen, Director of Public Works 
 
Enclosures: Draft - Public Hearing Notice 2024 

 



 

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

DRAFT RIPDES PHASE II STORMWATER ANNUAL REPORT 
 
A draft Phase II Stormwater Annual Report, prepared in accordance with the Rhode Island 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (RIPDES) program general permit for facilities 
operated by regulated small municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s), will be 
available for review at the Town Engineer’s Office and on the Town’s website starting 
February 16, 2024. A copy of the Stormwater Management Program Plan (SWMPP) will 
also be available for review at the Town Engineer’s Office. 

RIPDES Permit No.: RIR040034 

Copies of the Phase II Stormwater Year Twenty (20) Annual Report may be obtained at no 
cost by visiting the Town’s website at smithfieldri.gov/engineer and follow the links for 
the DRAFT 2023 RIPDES Small MS4 Annual Report. 

For any questions, contact: 
Engineering Department 

Town of Smithfield 
64 Farnum Pike 

Smithfield, RI 02917 
Telephone Number: (401) 233-1041 

The administrative record containing all documents is on file and may be inspected by 
appointment at the Town Engineer’s Office mentioned above between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.  Should public comments be received, in 
writing on or before 4:00 p.m. March 1, 2024, a public hearing will be scheduled for the 
March 5, 2024 Town Council meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Smithfield Town Hall. 
 
 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   January 17, 2024      
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council        

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator    

 

SUBJECT:  Conduct a Public Hearing for the January 23rd Town Council Meeting   

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Conduct a Show Cause Hearing to consider the possible suspension, revocation or other sanction 
regarding Liquor Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. Cedar Spill Group d/b/a “Cedar Spill”, 566 Putnam Pike, Unit 4 (Failure to produce a Certificate 

of Good Standing) 
2. Chacon Restaurant, LLC d/b/a “Frank & John from Italy on the Water”, 743 Putnam Pike 

(Failure to pay outstanding tangible taxes) 
3. Copperfield’s, Inc. d/b/a “Copperfield’s Bar & Grill”, 375 Putnam Pike, Unit 35 (Failure to 

produce a food business license) 
4. Crudo, LLC d/b/a “Crudo”, 266 Putnam Pike (Failure to produce a food business license) 
5. El Taco Loco, LLC d/b/a “Don El Diablo Taqueria Y Tequila”,  55 Douglas Pike (Failure to 

produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
6. Rogue Squadron Group, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970 Douglas Pike, 

Building C (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 
7. Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop, LLC d/b/a “Val’s English Tea & Pie Shop”, 466 Putnam Pike, 

Unit 1 (Failure to produce a Certificate of Good Standing) 

 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   January 17, 2024    
 

TO:     Smithfield Town Council        

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator    

 

SUBJECT:  Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for the January 23rd Town Council Meeting   

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Conduct a Show-Cause Hearing for to consider the possible suspension, revocation, or other sanction 
regarding the Victualling Only Licenses on the following listed establishments due to non-compliance 
with the conditions of renewal: 

 
1. The Sevigny Group, LLC d/b/a “Smithfield Fitness”, 970 Douglas Pike (Failure to produce 

necessary paperwork required for renewal) 
 



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   January 17, 2024       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Victualling Only License for Best Life Nutrition d/b/a “The Vibe Nutrition”, for the 

January 23rd Town Council Meeting  

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Best Life Nutrition, d/b/a “The Vibe Nutrition”, has applied for a new Victualling Only License, located 
at 285 George Washington Highway #4 hours of operation to be as follows: Monday through Sunday, 
6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 

Fee for a Victualling Only License is $50 per year 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application 
Copy of BCI – No record 
Retail Sales Permit  
Food Business License 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Victualling Only License for Best Life Nutrition 
d/b/a “The Vibe Nutrition”, 285 George Washington Highway #4, as applied subject to compliance with 
all State regulations and local ordinances.  













    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   January 17, 2024      
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Private Detective License for the January 23rd Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
The individual listed below has filed for a new Private Detective License. Please note in the Smithfield 
Town Ordinance Chapter 177 -7 I (5) “Qualifications” at least five (5) years of experience as an 
investigator or a police officer. 

 
TOWN REVENUE: 
 
The cost for a new Private Detective License is $200.00. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
Application 
BCI – No record 
Copy of fingerprints 
2X2 photos (2) 
Letters of character reference (3) 
Bond: $5,000 with Corporate Surety 
Copy of Bachelor of Arts Degree 
Town Ordinance on Requirements 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Private Detective License for Anthony J. Verdi, 
75 Pleasant View Avenue, Smithfield, RI 02828 for his business “Confidential Surveillance and 
Investigations, LLC”, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

































    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE: January 17, 2024     
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:    Mobile Food Truck License Renewals for the January 23rd Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
The businesses listed below have filed their applications for renewal. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
The cost for a Mobile Food Truck License is $75.00 per year, however, if the Mobile Food Truck 
applicant has an existing restaurant then the fee would be $50.00 per year.  

 

APPROVAL STATUS: 

 

All paperwork is complete for renewal by the Town Council. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the renewal of three (3) Mobile Food Truck Licenses, as 
listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 
1. KelCarQ, LLC d/b/a “Team Gotta Q”, to sell barbecue from a truck with RI Reg. 526-5785, 24 

Barberry Hill, Cumberland, RI 
2. Pa’L Monte, LLC d/b/a “Pa’L Monte”, to sell empanadas from a truck with  RI Reg. #35663, 285 

Douglas Pike 
3. Rhode Island Kona, LLC d/b/a “Rhode Island Kona Ice” to sell only frozen ice from a truck with 



    

  

RI Reg. 21700, 4 Cider Lane, Smithfield, RI  
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DATE: January 16, 2024 
TO:  The Honorable Smithfield Town Council 
CC:  Randy R. Rossi, Town Manager 
FROM: Caitlyn Choiniere, Finance Director 
RE:  Audited Financials for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background: 
 
The audit document is a compilation of the Town’s financial results for the Fiscal Year Ended 

June 30, 2023, reviewed and presented by a certified public accounting firm according to 

generally accepted accounting principles.  
 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
The Town Council’s acceptance of this document will enable the Town to forward copies of the 

document to rating agencies, financial institutions, and appropriate state agencies. 
 
Filing this document on a timely basis will enable and enhance the Town’s strength when the 

Town is ready to issue bonds in the future. 
 
Motion: 
 
That the Smithfield Town Council accepts the audited financial statements for the Fiscal Year 

Ended June 30, 2023, from the audit firm of Hague, Sahady & Co., P.C. 

Town of Smithfield 
OFFICE OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/TAX COLLECTOR 

64 FARNUM PIKE 
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917 

TELEPHONE: (401) 233-1072 FACSIMILE: (401) 233-1060 
EMAIL:  CCHOINIERE@SMITHFIELDRI.GOV 

 

CAITLYN CHOINIERE, RICC 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
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