
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING 

 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
October 17, 2023 



 

6:30 P.M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 

Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to interview Norberto Alvarado, II for 

possible appointment to a Town board or commission and Rhode Island General Laws Section 

42-46-5(a)(2); Potential Litigation.   

 

7:00 P.M. AGENDA  

  
I. Regular meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 

- Announce any executive session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to 

Rhode Island General Laws, Sec. 42-46-4. 

II. Prayer 

III. Salute to the Flag 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

V. Presentations:   

A. Smithfield Youth Council 

VI. Minutes:   

A. Move that the minutes of the October 3, 2023 executive session meeting held 

pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to 

interview Frank E. Smith, Zachary P. Smith, and Angelica L. Bovis for 

possible appointment to a Town board or commission and Rhode Island 

General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Litigation be approved as recorded and 

sealed. 

B. Move that the minutes of the October 3, 2023 open session meeting be 

approved as recorded. 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 

reappointments:  

A. Planning Board Appointment with a term expiring in May of 2024.  

B. Board of Canvassers appointment with a term expiring in March of 2024.  

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
SMITHFIELD TOWN HALL 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
64 FARNUM PIKE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023 
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VIII. Public Hearings:   

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new B-Victualler Liquor License 

for The Board Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board Room”, 95 Douglas Pike, with 

the hours of operation to be Monday through Sunday 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., 

as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances 

and final approval from the RI Department of Health. 

IX. Licenses:   

A.  Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Victualling License for the 

Board Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board Room”, 95 Douglas Pike with the hours 

of operation to be Monday through Sunday from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., as 

applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances and 

final approval from the RI Department of Health. 

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a one (1) day Class F Beer/Wine 

Liquor License for St. Philip Church, 622 Putnam Pike, for a wine tasting to 

take place on Saturday, November 4, 2023 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., as 

applied, subject to State regulations and local ordinances. 

X. Old Business:  None 

XI. New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to purchase of 

one (1) 2024 Ford Expedition, through the Greater Boston Police Council and 

MA Public Safety master pricing agreement, in the amount of sixty-nine 

thousand, five hundred twenty dollars and twenty-eight cents ($69,520.28).  

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to administer 

FEMA Grant EMW-2021-FG-06832 “Regional Mutual-Aid Technical Rescue 

Grant”. 

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to purchase an 

inflatable firehouse from All-Star Inflatables, Inc. in the amount of ten 

thousand, nine hundred, seventy dollars and zero cents ($10,970.00). 

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Fire Department to purchase a 

Bullseye Digital Extinguisher from Fire Tech & Safety of New England, Inc. 

in the amount of twenty-three thousand, two hundred and fifty-nine dollars and 

zero cents ($23,259.00). 

E. Consider, discuss, and act upon the dissolution of the Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion Task Force. 



F. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of 

three hundred and sixteen dollars and six cents ($316.06). 

XII. Public Comment. 

XIII.    Adjournment. 

 
AGENDA POSTED:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2023 

 
The public is welcome to any meeting of the Town Council or its sub-committees.  If communication assistance 
(readers/interpreters/captions) or any other accommodation to ensure equal participation is needed, please contact 
the Smithfield Town Manager’s office at 401-233-1010 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SEE EXECUTIVE 
SESSION ENVELOPE 

 



MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Date: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 
Place: Smithfield Town Hall 
Time: 6:00 P.M. 
  

Present:            
   Town Council President T. Michael Lawton 
  Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff  
  Town Council Member Michael P. Iannotti  
                       Town Council Member Rachel S. Toppi  
   Town Council Member John J. Tassoni, Jr.   
  Town Manager Randy R. Rossi 
   Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone  
                          Town Clerk Lyn M. Antonuccio 
 
 

I. President Lawton calls the Tuesday, October 3, 2023 Smithfield Town Council   
Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
At 6:00 p.m., a motion was made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, to 
convene into executive session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel; to interview Frank E. Smith, Zachary P. 
Smith, and Angelica L. Bovis for possible appointment to a Town board or commission and 
Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Potential Litigation.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
President Lawton reported that no votes were taken in executive session that are required to be 
reported pursuant to RIGL§ 42-46-4. 
 

II. President Lawton offers a prayer.  
 

III.   Salute to the flag.  
 

IV. Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification 

 
V. Presentations: None 

 
VI. Minutes: 

 
A. Move that the minutes of the September 19, 2023 executive session 

meeting held pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 42-46-
5(a)(1) Personnel; to interview Michael Romano for possible 
reappointment to a Town board or commission and Rhode Island 
General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(2); Potential Litigation be approved as 
recorded and sealed. 

 
Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the minutes of the 
September 19, 2023 executive session meeting minutes be approved as recorded and sealed. 
Motion is approved by a 4/0 vote. Member Tassoni abstains.  
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B. Move that the minutes of the September 19, 2023 open session 
meeting be approved as recorded. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the minutes of the 
September 19, 2023 open session meeting minutes be approved as recorded.  Motion is approved 
by a 4/0 vote. Member Kilduff abstains.  
 

VII. Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and 
reappointments:  

 
A. Economic Development Commission reappointment with a term 

expiring in March of 2026. 
 
Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby reappoints Patricia Maiorisi to the Economic Development Commission with a 
term expiring in March 2026. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote. 
 

B. Land Trust reappointment with a term expiring in September of 2028. 

Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby reappoints Michael Romano to the Land Trust with a term expiring in September 
of 2028. Motion is approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote. Member Tassoni and Vice President 

Iannotti recuse themselves.  
 

VIII. Public Hearings:  
 

A. Conduct a public hearing to consider, discuss, and act upon Zoning 
Ordinance amendments to Section 5.11.5 “Principal Solar Energy Systems” 
and Section 5.11.6 “General Requirements for Accessory and Principal Solar 
Energy Systems” sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and 
Michael P. Iannotti. 

 
President Lawton declares the public hearing open. 
 
Vice President Iannotti explains the following: the Planning Board approved changes to the solar 
ordinance to reduce the maximum amount of forested areas that can be clear-cut for the installation 
of solar systems from 40% to 25%. Shade pruning rather than clear-cutting would be utilized 
wherever feasible. This would extend protection for our forests to the commercial and industrial 
areas.  
 
Under these changes a solar energy applicant would be required to assess the impacts of forest 
loss and how the impacts can be mitigated. The issues need that to be addressed by an applicant 
would be water quality wildlife habitats, carbon sequestration, energy storage, and the effects on 
adjacent properties.  
 
The Planning Board voted to increase the buffer between ground-mounted solar systems on  
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commercial or industrial properties and residential zones from 50’ to 300’ and from public or 
private roads from 100’ to 150’.  
 
Landscaping will have to be designed to be visually screen the solar panels from roads and 
adjoining properties.   
 
These amendments were introduced because it is important to make every effort to preserve the 
character of the Town, and it makes no sense to clear-cut trees for solar farms when trees remove 
carbon from the atmosphere and provide the Town with the semi-rural feeling that we all value.  
 
Increasing buffers between residential properties will protect residents from many of the negative 
effects of having an energy facility near their property.  The increased road buffers and 
landscaping are an attempt to soften negative aesthetics caused by a solar facility.  
 
Member Toppi thanks Vice President Iannotti for his work on this, and she is onboard. Member 
Toppi feels that the amendments are excellent. Member Toppi also feels that this does a great deal 
for preserving the natural.   
 
Hearing no further comments, President Lawton closes the public hearing.  
 
Motion is made by Member Kilduff, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby adopts the proposed amendments to Section 5.11 Solar Energy Systems as 
recommended by the Smithfield Planning Board. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

IX. Licenses: 
 

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving two (2) One-Day Beer/Wine 
Licenses for the Smithfield Senior Center as follows: 

 
 Halloween Party to be held on Tuesday, October 31, 2023 from 12:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 Christmas Party to be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2023 from 12:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The parties will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. 
Hawkins, Jr. Trail from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as listed, as applied, 
subject to all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve two (2) One-Day Beer/Wine Licenses as follows:  
 

 Halloween Party to be held on Tuesday, October 31, 2023 from 12:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 Christmas Party to be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2023 from 12:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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The parties will take place at the Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. 
Hawkins, Jr. Trail from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., as listed, as applied, subject 
to all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Mobile Food Truck 
License for KelCar Q, LLC d/b/a “Team Gotta Q”, 1800 Mendon Road, 
Suite 163, Cumberland, RI with a RI Reg. number 526-5785, as applied, 
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 

 

Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Member Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council consider, discuss and act upon approving a new Mobile Food Truck License, as applied, 
subject to compliance with all state regulations and local ordinances.  

1.  KelCar Q, LLC d/b/a “Team Gotta Q”, 1800 Mendon Road, Suite 163, 
Cumberland, RI 

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving a new Holiday Sales 
License for Metro Mattress Corporation d/b/a “Metro Mattress”, 473 
Putnam Pike, Suite B-3, as applied, subject to compliance with all State 
regulations and local ordinances. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve a new Holiday Sales License for Metro Mattress Corporation d/b/a “Metro 
Mattress”, 473 Putnam Pike, Suite B-3, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations 
and local ordinances. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  
 

D. Consider, discuss and act upon approving one (1) One-Day Special Event 
License for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation Department for a “Food 
Truck and Smithfield Police Department Night Out Event”, 1 William J. 
Hawkins Jr. Trail, on the following date: 

 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

All Special Event Licenses for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation 
Department are subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances. 

 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council approve one (1) One-Day Special Event License for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation 
Department for a “Food Truck and Smithfield Police Department Night Out Event”, 1 William J. 
Hawkins Jr. Trail, on the following date: 

 Friday, October 20, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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All Special Event Licenses for the Smithfield Parks and Recreation Department are subject to 
compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances.  

Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

X. Old Business: 

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon amendments to Chapter 305 of the Code 
of Ordinances entitled “Stone Wall Protection and Preservation” to amend 
Sections 305-3 and 305-4 and adopt Section 305-7 sponsored by Council 
Member Sean M. Kilduff. 

 
Member Kilduff thanks Vice President Iannotti and Historic Preservation Chair Robert Leach for 
being instrumental in putting this ordinance together.  

Member Kilduff has an amendment that was discussed with Mr. Leach and Town Engineer 
Cleary: under 305-4 he would like to reference back to Chapters 1 through 9 and add the 
language “Upon 5-days receipt of said notice from the Building Official, temporary corrective 
measures shall be taken by the notified party. Upon 30-days receipt of said notice from the 
Building Official, permanent corrective measures shall be taken by the party to comply with the 
form of notice.” 

Member Kilduff explains this is language that would notify people of the appropriate remedies.  

Member Tassoni questions if the $500 is still stated in the ordinance. Vice President Iannotti 
explains that the $500 was in the original ordinance which was passed in 2006.  

Member Tassoni questioned if the fine has ever been instituted. Town Manager Rossi explains 
that the Town has never gotten to the point of enforcement because once someone is made aware 
of a violation they have worked with the Town to rectify that.  

Member Kilduff explains that the ordinance in 2007 did not give “any teeth” to the penalty of 
enforcement. 

Member Tassoni asks if anyone has an objection reducing the fine to $100 then having the 
Municipal Court Judge fine “up to” $500. Vice President Iannotti explains that the reason he and 
Member Kilduff met with Mr. Leach is because this ordinance was being totally ignored and 
historic stone walls were being knocked over with reckless abandon in several areas of the Town. 
Vice President Iannotti feels that reducing the fine would send the wrong message to developers 
that they get rewarded if they don’t follow the ordinance. President Vice Iannotti explains that the 
fine was designed to compel compliance because once a stone wall is knocked down it is difficult 
to get it back to where it was.   

Vice President Iannotti further explains that being added is the requirement that when an 
application for a development or for a building permit is submitted, they have to be provided with 
a copy of the ordinance, and execute an affidavit saying they received and understand the 
ordinance before they can get a building permit.  

Vice President Iannotti also explains this puts someone on notice and there is no excuse for 
violating this ordinance. Vice President Iannotti states that these stone walls are part of our  
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heritage and they make very much a part of the atmosphere and the character of our Town.  

Member Tassoni feels that reducing the fine and taking time out of work to go before Municipal 
Court would be more money than $500.  

Vice President Iannotti states he would rather someone go before Municipal Court to try to get the 
fine reduced, and put the burden on them.  

Member Tassoni states he asked for Municipal Court to be added to the ordinance. Vice President 
Iannotti explains that these violations are automatically enforced by Municipal Court based on the 
Municipal Court Ordinance.  

President Lawton questions how the walls are going to be repaired. Vice President Iannotti 
explains that they do not have to do anything, however, if they touch them, they must be fixed to 
the satisfaction of the Historic Preservation Commission.  

Town Manager Rossi would like clarification on his amendment because the amendments made 
with Engineer Cleary have been incorporated. Member Kilduff explains that the amendment 
reiterates what has already been set in stone about the thirty (30) day receipt.  

Town Manager Rossi wants assurance that this is the correct ordinance amendment for President 
Lawton to sign. Town Manager Rossi states that he believes this amendment has already been 
incorporated. Member Kilduff states this amendment was initiated after.  

Historic Preservation Chair Robert Leach explains that the issuance Member Kilduff is mentioning 
is memorialized in the code and this is a reminder of where it is in the code.    

Chair Leach further explains that the $500 is miniscule in comparison to try to stop this problem.  

Engineer Cleary explains that the Building Official asked that the language be revised as he had 
requested as he was the overseeing staff member responsible for enforcement of that ordinance.  

Member Toppi questions if this language is to give another layer of “you should have known” to 
the violator. Engineer Cleary explains that the intent of the language gets people to act in a 
corrective manner in the short-term, and come up with a solution for the long-term.   

Solicitor Gallone explains that the Building Official is making the ultimate decision as to whether 
or not a violation notice has to be issued, and the Historic Preservation Chair makes an advisory 
recommendation to him.     

Gary Tikoian of 6 Elmhurst Drive questions if this ordinance pertains to commercial/industrial 
property. Vice President Iannotti confirms that it pertains to commercial/residential property. Mr. 
Tikoian explains the following: the state is selling a 50’ strip of land on George Washington 
Highway, and he owns two (2) pieces of property that abuts the state’s land. He has a P & S 
Agreement pending, and there is a stone wall on this land. Purchasing this piece of land will make 
him the owner of the stone wall that cannot be taken down. The Town will lose revenue if he does 
not buy it.      

Member Kilduff states that even before tonight’s amendments, there were rules and a fine in place 
about not knocking down historical walls. Member Kilduff questions if Mr. Tikoian was looking 
to purchase this property with the idea of knocking down the wall. Mr. Tikoian states that he was 
going to remove the wall and move it to another area or donate the wall/historic rocks to the Town.  
Mr. Tikoian suggests that the historic rocks could be used in a recreation area for a stone wall.  
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Mr. Tikoian questions if the council would entertain relocating the wall on his property line.  

Member Kilduff explains that moving the wall is destroying it. Solicitor Gallone states that if Mr. 
Tikoian purchases the adjacent piece of property, the ordinance would require a plan be submitted 
to the Building Official, with input from the Historic Preservation Chair, and to discuss any 
possible relocation or rebuilding.   

Mr. Leach states that he does not think anyone would permit, for any dollar amount, a stone wall 
to be moved strictly for tax incentive purposes.  

Motion is made by Member Kilduff, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield 
Town Council hereby adopts amendments to Chapter 305 of the Code of Ordinances entitled 
“Stone Wall Protection and Preservation” to amend Sections 305-3 and 305-4 ad adopt Section 
305-7. Motion is approved by a 4/1 vote. Member Tassoni votes nay.  

 
B. Sitting as the Smithfield Water Supply Board, consider, discuss and act 
upon a request for waiver of water main extension based on the Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 350 Water Line Extensions, Article 1 Construction of 
Waterlines and Other Water Capital Equipment by Private Developers, 
Section 350-1 Extension of Water Service Article 1.C. 

 
Town Manager Rossi asks the council to consider tabling this agenda item until the December 5, 
2023 because the Town has heard from the developer who has additional work that needs to be 
completed and to meet with the Fire Marshall.   

Motion is made by Member Toppi, seconded by Vice President Iannotti, that the Smithfield Town 
Council table this matter until December 5, 2023.  Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing the Town Manager to enter 
into a contract with Dant Clayton, through the Sourcewell Contract 
#091719-DCT, for the purchase of the Boyle Athletic Complex Grandstand 
and Press Box materials with an option for installation in an amount not to 
exceed four hundred, forty-nine thousand dollars and zero cents 
($449,000.00) based on final action by the Boyle Athletic Complex Building 
Committee and pending final review by the Town Solicitor. 

 

Town Manager Rossi explains the following: this item went before the School Committee last 
evening, and they passed a similar motion. He is asking the council to consider approving one (1) 
of the two (2) options being the 550 seat capacity or the 487 seat capacity of the bleachers as well 
as the press box.  

The Town originally solicited for the 550 seat option, but they also provided pricing for the 487 
seat option, which would allow for less bathrooms to be included within the concession stand 
building because of the seat quantity.  The permanent structures of seating require a number of 
bathroom stalls within the complex, and that option needs to be further discussed by the Building 
Committee.   

Vice President Iannotti questions the feasibility of the 487 seat alternative to put in restrooms. 
Town Manager Rossi explains that the 487 seat capacity will allow the removal of one (1),  
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potentially two (2), stalls in the bathroom which would reduce the cost of the concession stand.  

Town Manager Rossi further explains this option would also allow for additional seating on the 
visitor side, which is not the permanent structure seating.  Town Manager Rossi reminds the 
members that once there is 550 seats, a specific number of bathrooms must be complied with to 
be within code.  Town Manager Rossi also explains that having a smaller capacity on the “home” 
side will allow for the flexibility to reduce the bathroom count on the concession stand.  

Vice President Iannotti states this would save the Town $60,000. Vice President Iannotti further 
states that the council could just vote for alternative #2.  

Town Manager Rossi explains that this would be the approach, however, the practice has been 
action by the Building Committee as well, which is why he put forth the motion in the way that 
he did because the Building Committee could not meet until Thursday.   

Vice President Iannotti thinks that the council should consider voting on alternative #2.   

Vice President Iannotti questions the bids coming in high and if they included the stands and press 
box. Town Manager Rossi explains that the stands and press box were alternatives within that, 
which is why it was decided to go to the manufacturer of the stands and the press box. Town 
Manager Rossi further explains you are able to see a big reduction in price. Town Manager Rossi 
also explains that the concession bathroom needs to be addressed.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if this would alleviate the cost. Town Manager Rossi states this 
does alleviate the cost.  

Kenneth Sousa of 2 Williams Road states that when he sees motions like this, they never show 
where the money is coming from. Mr. Sousa questions where the money is coming from for this, 
and what the status of this complex in terms of the budget.  

Town Manager Rossi explains that with the purchase of this, even going to the max, it would be 
within the accrued budget that was done for the project overall; it is a combination of Town and 
School funds. Town Manager Rossi further explains that the concession and bathrooms need to 
be worked on to determine the bottom line and how the difference will be funded.  

Mr. Sousa questions if the $449,000 will be below the threshold and how close the Town is coming 
to that number. Town Manager Rossi explains that there may be a residual $50,000. Mr. Sousa 
feels that the next “thing” will put the Town over. Town Manager Rossi confirms that the next 
“thing” will put the Town over.  

Mr. Sousa suggests to the council and School Committee that it needs to be determined where the 
money is being pulled from.   

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Dant Clayton, through the 
Sourcewell Contract #091719-DCT, for the purchase of the Boyle Athletic Complex grandstand 
and press box materials with an option for installation in an amount not to exceed $449,000 based 
on final action by the Boyle Athletic Complex Building Committee at their October 5, 2023 
meeting and pending final review by the Town Solicitor. Motion is approved by a unanimous 
5/0 vote. 
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D. Consider, discuss, and act upon adopting a resolution to place Smithfield 
Land Trust, recreation, and open space properties in a Municipal Public Trust 
sponsored by Council Members Rachel S. Toppi and Michael P. Iannotti. 

 

Vice President Iannotti explains the following: a few more properties have been taken out in order 
to be absolutely sure the Town is not tying up Town properties that it may want to do something 
different with in the future, and those removed were not large parcels. Camp Shepard is still under 
consideration as to what the future of this property will be, and there is a separate committee 
determining what the plan is.  

A substantial number of properties still remain; all of the Land Trust properties that were originally 
proposed, including twenty-three (23) parcels consisting of eight hundred (800) acres of land to 
be put into a Public Trust.    

By this resolution the land would be placed in a Public Trust under the RI statute in perpetuity and 
could never be sold or used for other purposes.   

Thomas Hodgkins of 200 Farnum Pike feels this is a valuable tool that the council should use, and 
this tool is needed because the last council took the decision away from the voters and changed 
the state law giving themselves the power to sell conserved land.  

Mr. Hodgkins states there is a conflict between the ordinance and the state law because when the 
council changed the state law, they never changed the Town ordinance.  

Mr. Hodgkins expresses his concerns about the removal of Camp Shepard from this list. Mr. 
Hodgkins states that when Camp Shepard was purchased the former council told the public this 
property would remain open, preserved space and there would be conservation easement on Camp 
Shepard. Mr. Hodgkins further states that three (3) years have passed and there is no conservation 
easement on this property and there is no protection for that property.     

Mr. Hodgkins questions why the council is unwilling to commit to using Camp Shepard in the 
way it said it would when it voted to purchase the property in 2020.  

Vice President Iannotti explains that Camp Shepard was taken out until the council has an 
opportunity for the Camp Shepard Committee to report. Vice President Iannotti explains that the 
council, in the future, can put any properties that the council will vote to put into the Public Trust.  

Vice President Iannotti intends to revisit the Camp Shepard issue once the subcommittee reports 
on the appropriate use. Vice President Iannotti reminds Mr. Hodgkins that Camp Shepard is in an 
open space zone and can only be used for that purpose.   

Mr. Hodgkins states that what the subcommittee can discuss is limited by the decision of the Ethics 
Commission, and the subcommittee cannot discuss uses for that property that are not consistent 
with open space. Mr. Hodgkins hopes the council will consider what the scope of that 
subcommittee is.  

Historic Preservation Chair Robert Leach explains that it was his understanding that Camp 
Shepard was purchased for open space, but there was going to be a “true study”, which is very 
detailed. Mr. Leach feels that Town Manager Rossi has worked very hard on this, and asks 
everyone to be a little more patient. Chair Leach further explains that he found there to be no 
residual lots that could be carved out and sold because they do not exist, and a major division  
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would need to be done.     

Chair Leach also explains that the Historic Preservation Commission has insisted that four (4) of 
the five (5) historic buildings that are there would be protected, and the commission would be very 
adamant in defending the preservation of those structures.  

Member Toppi states that being on the Camp Shepard Subcommittee, she has every intention of 
keeping it open space, and it seems like that is the general consensus. Member Toppi further states 
that there is more work to do on that committee.  

Vice President Iannotti explains that this council created open space zones for the Town.  

Solicitor Gallone states that this property sits in an open space zone which prohibits residential 
development.  

Member Tassoni questions how many other towns have this. Vice President Iannotti states that 
only Narragansett has a Public Trust in place. Vice President Iannotti notes that a copy of the 
resolution should be recorded by the Town Clerk in the land evidence records for each parcel.    

 
Member Tassoni questions why other towns have not “jumped on board”.  
 

Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby adopts the attached resolution to place the listed properties in the Municipal Public 
Trust to perpetually protect them from conversion. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 
vote.  

XI.  New Business:  

A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a bid award for drainage, 
maintenance, loam & seed and tree plantings within the Deer Run Estates 
subdivision. 

 
Town Engineer Kevin Cleary explains the following: the scope of work was advertised in an RFP, 
and bids were collected on September 21, 2023. After reviewing the bids, the apparent low bid was 
relatively in line with what the Town expected the costs to be, and the second bid was extremely 
high. The recommendation is to move passage of bid items: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 in the amount of  
$65,995, and authorize the installation of up to thirty-eight (38) tree plantings within item 7 for a 
cost of $31,191.92 with a total contract amount of $97,186.92. This should finish out the balance  
of both the required work and the aesthetic items in the subdivision. There were cuts made due to 
unforeseen circumstances that occurred after the Town collected bond from the original developer 
and construction activities that occurred after the bond was posted (things got damaged, drainage 
equipment got broken, etc.). There was a cost of approximately $60,000 of unanticipated drainage 
repairs.   
 
Member Toppi questions the original number of trees. Engineer Cleary states that the original 
number of trees was ninety-six (96), which is a significant reduction. Engineer Cleary suggests 
making concessions with the contractor at the time of tree selection by finding a tree that is less 
expensive to allow for the unit to come down and to seek more trees so everyone will get a tree in 
front of their property.  
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Member Toppi questions the number of houses. Engineer Cleary states that there are twenty (20) 
houses in the subdivision.   
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes contract award to Solitro Property Services, LLC for landscape 
maintenance & drainage system repair services at West Farm Road, as defined in the advertised 
Request for Proposals #230821 for a contract sum not to exceed $97,186.92. Motion is approved 
by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

B. Consider, discuss and act upon authorizing the Town Manager to execute 
a Construction and Maintenance Agreement with the State of Rhode 
Island for a pavement improvements project on Route 7/Douglas Pike. 

 
Engineer Cleary explains the following: in preparation of the RIDOT doing surface pavement, 
restoration, and surface overlay of Route 7/Douglas Pike from Providence to Burriville, they have 
requested a utility review throughout the corridor in Smithfield. The Sewer Authority brought to   
their attention a number of fixtures that should be replaced along certain sections of Douglas Pike. 
RIDOT typically enters into Construction and Maintenance Agreements to facilitate the work, and 
this work is paid for by the state and the materials are paid for by the Town. The state has drafted 
the agreement, which has been reviewed by him and the Town Solicitor. A few revisions were 
made with the state, along with negotiations by Engineer Cleary as to what he felt was a fair offer.  

Member Toppi questions if there are Town funds involved. Engineer Cleary explains that there 
will be some Sewer Authority funds to purchase castings for sewer structures that have been 
requested to be replaced. 

Vice President Iannotti questions maintenance responsibilities for sidewalks. Engineer Cleary 
explains that there are no sidewalks on Douglas Pike, and he thinks this is “boilerplate” language 
used in CDM agreements.  

Member Toppi questions if there are any “strings attached”. Engineer Cleary explains that he 
weeded out the strings.  

Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town 
Council hereby authorizes the Town Manager to execute and record a Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement with the State of Rhode Island of Transportation on behalf of the Town 
of Smithfield for the planned RIDOT pavement resurfacing improvements project on Route 7 
(Douglas Pike). Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

C. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for a two 
year on-call town wide electrical services contract. 

 
Town Manager Rossi explains the following: this item comes up every two (2) years, and this 
ensures that the Town has electrical contractors on service for the Town and the School 
Department. This has been successful and the rates the Town received over the years have helped 
to accomplish many of the projects that were needed to get done. Once the bids are received, they 
will be brought before the council for consideration.    
 
Motion is made by Member Tassoni, seconded by Member Kilduff, that the Smithfield Town  
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Council hereby authorizes the Purchasing Agent to advertise this RFP for on-call town wide 
electrical services contract with a two (2) year term. Subject to the Town Solicitor review. Motion 
is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

D. Consider, discuss, and act upon adopting a resolution authorizing the 
submission of a RIDEM Recreation Acquisition and Development Grant for 
the acquisition of Plat 23, Lot 67A (0 Cross Street) to provide parking for 
Whipple Field and Olivia’s Forest Trail. 

 
Town Planner Michael Phillips explains the following: this is an Acquisition Grant that comes 
about every two (2) years to buy open space. In this particular case the purchase of this property 
would be to provide additional parking for Whipple Field and to provide trailhead parking for 
Olivia’s Forest. An appraisal was completed approximately one (1) year ago and the value was  
 
$235,000. The grant is a 50/50 match, and the Town’s portion would be $117,500. The acquisition 
of this property has been discussed with Mr. Conti since 2018. There is another proposal before the 
Land Trust to try to acquire it at a cheaper price with the reconfiguration of lots in that area. Through 
the grant project, the Town would put in for the full request. The grant application is due mid-
October.       
 
President Lawton questions how many additional parking spots there will be. Planner Phillips 
explains that there would be approximately thirty (30) additional spots in a formal parking lot, 
however, DPW Director Gene Allen thinks that more parking spots could be made along the road.  
 

Vice President Iannotti questions a substantial part of this property being wet. Planner Phillips 
explains that there is a stream running through the property and Whipple Field.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if the price came from the appraisal, and if the amount was 
correct. Planner Phillips explains that the price did come from the appraisal and two (2) houses 
could build with easements added.  

Vice President Iannotti questions who completed the appraisal. Planner Phillips explains that 
appraisals were completed in 2018 and 2021, however, the owner completed this most recent one. 
Vice President Iannotti states that this appraisal was completed in November 2022 and questions 
if DEM would accept that as a value or will they require a more recent one. Planner Phillips 
explains that within one (1) year is standard. 

Vice President Iannotti questions if the price is locked in once the grant is applied for. Planner 
Phillips explains that if you are granted that amount, the amount will not change, however, the 
Town will have to fund the remainder if the price went up.  

Vice President Iannotti questions if the seller has agreed to this amount. Planner Phillips explains 
that the owner agreed to sell it to the Town for less than the appraised value with adjustments 
made to the lot lines, and this is what the Land Trust will be discussing. 

Vice President Iannotti asks if Planner Phillips is confident that this is an appropriate number and 
if another appraisal would be appropriate. Planner Phillips explains that an appraisal was 
completed before prices increased, and after a discussion with the Tax Assessor, who reviewed 
the appraisal, he felt it was a reasonable price.  
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Vice President Iannotti questions where the Town’s portion of the money will be coming from. 
Town Manager Rossi explains that the Town’s portion was budgeted with the ARPA funds for 
this parking lot. Town Manager Rossi assures the members that $235,000 is the cap, and he is 
confident that this property can be acquired for less, however, the Town must apply for the full 
amount to be safe.  

Vice President Iannotti feels this is a great deal of money for parking spaces and questions who 
will be building the spaces. Town Manager Rossi explains that the Town will build the parking 
spaces and the funds have been put aside to accomplish that, and it will be done internally. 

Member Toppi questions the “in-kind services”. Planner Phillips explains that “in-kind services” 
do not come into play with an acquisition such as this; only for a development where something 
is being built.    

Motion is made by Member Kilduff, seconded by Member Tassoni, that the Smithfield Town 
Council adopts a resolution authorizing the Town Manager to submit a Land Acquisition Grant 
application for the purchase of Assessor’s Plat 23, Lot 67A for $235,000 under the RIDEM 
Recreation Acquisition and Development Grant. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.  

 
XII. Public Comment. 

Misty Faella of 52 Whipple Road states that she has lived in Town for eight (8) years and bought 
her home a couple of years ago and it is located between Douglas Pike and Whipple Field. Ms. 
Faella further states that there is currently a speed reader on that street.   
Ms. Faella also states that she will not allow her son to go to the mailbox for fear of him being hit 
by a car. And a dog was hit by a car last week. Ms. Faella is unsure of what can be done, but she 
would like to know her next step.  
 
Town Manager Rossi suggests providing all of the information on the Traffic Safety 
Commission’s form which is located on the Police Department’s website, and they will collect 
that data. Town Manager Rossi explains that the reader does not only track a motorists’ speed, but 
also the number of cars traveling on that road, and additional studies can be completed before the 
situation goes before the Traffic Safety Commission. Town Manager Rossi further explains that 
by submitting the information, a traffic study on the road will be completed. Town Manager Rossi 
assures Ms. Faella that he is taking this information down, and will speak with the Police Chief 
tomorrow.       
 
Kim Ziegelmayer of 334 Waterman Avenue expresses her concerns about her experience with the 
police when her son died of a fentanyl overdose in 2021. Ms. Ziegelmayer states the following:  
that she wrote a letter to the editor (see attached) and copies were also sent to the Town Manager, 
council members, and State Representatives. She received a response from Town Manager Rossi, 
who she assumes is answering for the council.  
 
When her son passed away, the police came to her house and the detective gave her his card, and 
she never heard from the police again. She was confused about that, and in January 2022 she went 
to speak with Detective Cerci who was the detective involved. She asked him repeatedly why the 
police had not come back with more information. She never expected an arrest to be made, a 
conviction, or someone going to prison, however, this is not what this is about.  
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Detective Cerci explained to her that this was a big problem in Town, which led to more confusion.  
Detective Cerci also did not offer an explanation that classifying these overdose deaths is not a  
policy. She was told that if the police do not think they can get a conviction, they do not do 
anything further, but how do you get a conviction if no questions are asked.  
 
Ms. Ziegelmayer states she is aware this issue is complicated and the police are moving toward a 
harm reduction method. Ms. Ziegelmayer further states and there may be reasons why the police 
have approached the opioid crisis and deaths in this community the way they do but leaving a 
parent hanging by not letting them know the process comes across as cold and uncaring. Ms. 
Ziegelmayer feels this comes across as disrespectful to the life/death of her child.     
 
Ms. Ziegelmayer spoke with Laurie MacDougall, who is the co-chair of the Family Taskforce,  
and her discussion with Ms. MacDougall helped her to understand that this is the way the police 
handle this type of situation.  
 
Ms. Ziegelmayer feels that the process needs to be more transparent to the community if this is 
the approach that is being taken by the police because it is very confusing.  Ms. Ziegelmayer 
also feels that this is a big problem, and the police need to be clear about the process. The 
families need to know what to expect from the police in these instances.  
 
Ms. Ziegelmayer suggests a factsheet that is sent to the families explaining the process and 
offering resources. Ms. Ziegelmayer states that “nothing” feels hurtful and disrespectful. 
 
James Robshaw of 40 Walter Carey Road states that he is in support of the statement made by 
Ms. Ziegelmayer because he can corroborate her situation with that of his own. Mr. Robshaw 
lost his son from a fentanyl overdose. Mr. Robshaw explains the following: he spoke with 
numerous officers, however, none of them told him the next steps. After a few weeks he 
contacted the head of the Smithfield agency because he had not heard from them and thought 
they were looking into it as if it were a case. He asked for and received a response from the 
Chief and the incident report stated “no crime involved”.  
 
At age twelve (12) the department opened a case against his son and arrested him on the word of 
two (2) witnesses. This followed a year of lawyers, school, protocols, etc., and he and his lawyer 
were denied a call with the juvenile detective. The weight and resources of the department were 
available against a twelve (12) year old. Eventually the case went to court and was dismissed. The 
department had the resources to pursue a false claim when his son was twelve (12), yet when he 
died at age twenty (20), the department had no interest. Mr. Robshaw will be haunted for the rest 
of his life with questions and what ifs, and his heart breaks for other parents and loved ones left 
behind in similar circumstances.   
 
Mr. Robshaw does not have expectations of this council to answer his concerns, and he is not sure 
if the council or other entity has oversight. He was disappointed when Ms.  Ziegelmayer shared 
the response from the council suggesting a meeting between the parents, Town Manager Rossi, 
and representatives from the department. Mr. Robshaw does not see the point. Mr. Robshaw feels 
there was a disconnect between what he expected and what really happened. Mr. Robshaw 
suggests that the council oversee the efficacy of resources and priorities. Mr. Robshaw feels that  
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a better practice might be found to contact and follow up next of kin, as the next of kin seeking 
closure, needs to know what the next steps are/are not.      
   
Member Tassoni extends his condolences to both Ms. Ziegelmayer and Mr. Robshaw. Member 
Tassoni explains that he is the President and CEO of The Substance Use and Mental Health 
Leadership Council, and there is a stigma attached to what happened to their children. Member 
Tassoni further explains that he was the one that suggested meeting with the parents and get more 
information so that the police can be addressed with this issue. Member Tassoni agrees that 
someone should come to your house. Member Tassoni states that Smithfield was one of the last 
communities to carry Narcan because our leadership did not want to carry it. Member Tassoni 
further states that there is a lack of leadership, in his mind, that deals with substance abuse and 
mental health within the Police Department.  
 
Member Tassoni also states that he has spoken to the Town Manager about this many times, and 
the stigma that goes along with it. Member Tassoni feels that “we” have a chance to make a 
difference Member Tassoni implores the Town Manager to do something with a committee so if 
there is a death they can go to the houses and tell them what they need to do and follow a protocol.     
 

Member Tassoni feels that for many years the Town has been like an ostrich with its head in the 
sand because no one thinks there is a problem here. Member Tassoni also feels that there needs to 
be a taskforce or DEA agent to help because there are so many overdoses and drugs. Member 
Tassoni states that until we get the proper people in place, whether it be the top of the police or 
bottom of the police, we have to do something.  
 
Alfred Costantino of 16 Totem Pole Trail states the following: Sixty (60) years ago he read about 
fieldstone being sold, and that fieldstone came off walls. Records show property lines of fieldstone 
walls, therefore the question is, if you have a wall that is earmarked as historic, and it is a property 
line, who will pay the fine.  Who is responsible for the deterioration of the wall? If you buy 
property and the walls are already stripped/compromised, is the new owner responsible for the 
wall?       
 
There is no definition of a historic stone wall, and that is key to what is driving what is legal/illegal. 
Mr. Costantino expresses his concerns about the $500 fine, and how every twenty-four (24) hours 
a separate offense will be sited. This means there is a $500 daily fine. Mr. Costantino reminds the 
members that people can interpret a sentence differently, and the interpreter prevails over the 
drafter; this is in the law. Mr. Costantino feels this is ambiguous. 
 
Mr. Costantino continues to explain that “shall require review by the Historic Preservation 
Commission chairman or its designee.” This is commission that does not have an 
attorney/representation or anything binding.”  “The Building Official shall provide written notice 
to any land owner found to be in violation”, now making this a zoning issue. “The notice of 
violation shall detail the nature of the violation, fine to be levied and provide a timeframe for 
taking remedial action. No additional building permits for the subject property shall be issued until 
a plan for rebuilding the stone wall has been submitted and approved by the Smithfield 
Preservation Commission.” This paragraph begins speaking about this being a zoning issue, and 
further down in the same paragraph, the Preservation Commission will be “calling the shots”.  
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Mr. Costantino has never heard of such a thing.  
 
Mr. Costantino is aware that this ordinance was approved this evening, however, it is something 
that got done to be undone. Mr. Costantino believes this is a legal nightmare. 
 
Mr. Costantino provides photos to the council of the Dog Park, and reminds them that the wall in 
the photo was an historic wall, which was stripped years ago or during construction.  
 
Mr. Costantino calculates the fine of $500 per day, which is $3,500 per week, and $14,000 per 
month. Mr. Costantino does not think there is a fine of the number anywhere in the Town.  
   
Mr. Costantino believes this is a Communist document, and he wants to know what entity came 
up with this.  
 
Mr. Costantino feels the council should consider rescinding this document at the next meeting.  
 
Mr. Costantino also feels this is a joke about what is being done to people.  
 
Mr. Costantino reminds the members that there are walls that are owned by the state, and he 
questions if the Town will fine the state.  
 
Mr. Costantino questions where the council’s priorities are, when we still do not have a fire station 
after twenty-five (25) years.  
 
Mr. Costantino recommends that the council look at the Town of Lincoln’s Stone Wall Ordinance 
because it is a good one and not about fines, but rather about giving people tax credits if they 
protect their stone walls. If the walls are not maintained, the tax credit is taken away.  
 
Mr. Costantino states that he would not allow Robert Leach on his property because he reviewed 
the file of the Waterman Tavern and suggests that the council review the file as well because there 
are numerous violations. Mr. Costantino further states that now Mr. Leach has the power to come 
on someone’s property and determine their fate. Mr. Costantino also states that the file also 
contains how the money for payment was approved. 
 
Mr. Costantino explains that if he is going to be fined in this Town, it better be by a public official.    
 
Mr. Costantino reminds the members that he went to court over an ADA parking space which was 
100’ from a building, and you would need to through snow/ice to get there. That is where his 
priorities are.   
 
Mr. Costantino feels this is unenforceable, and should be revisited at the next meeting.  
 
Edward DeMayo of 75 Whipple Road states that terminology is so important, especially for future 
years.   
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XIII. Adjournment. 

Motion is made by Vice President Iannotti, seconded by Member Toppi, to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0. Member Kilduff leaves before the meeting is 

adjourned.  

 

      Meeting adjourns at 8:45 p.m. 

      __________________ 
           Town Clerk  

       



    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   October 11, 2023       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Class B-Victualler Liquor License for The Board Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board 

Room”, for the October 17th Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Conduct a Public Hearing to consider the approval of a new Class B-Victualler Liquor License for the 
Board Room, LLC, d/b/a “The Board Room”, located at 95 Douglas Pike, with the hours of operation to 
be Monday through Sunday 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., subject to compliance with all State regulations and 
local ordinances. 
 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
Fee for a Class B-Victualler Limited Liquor License is $600.00 per year 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application 
Copy of BCI – No Record 
Notice of Public Hearing that appeared in the Valley Breeze on the following dates: October 5, 2023 and 
October 12, 2023 
Copy of Notice to abutters 
Copy of radius map and abutters list 
TIP Card 
Retail Sales Permit 
Menu 

 



    

  

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Class B-Victualler Liquor License for The Board 
Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board Room”, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances 
and final approval from the RI Department of Health. 





















    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   October 11, 2023       
 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council            

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT:   New Victualling License for The Board Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board Room” for the 

October 17th Town Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
The Board Room, LLC d/b/a “The Board Room”, has applied for a new Victualling License for their 
business located at 95 Douglas Pike. 

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
Fee for a Victualling License is $50.00 per year 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of application 
Copy of BCI – No Record 
Retail Sales Permit 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Victualling License for The Board Room, LLC 
d/b/a “The Board Room”, 95 Douglas Pike, with the hours of operation to be Monday through Sunday 
from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances 
and final approval from the RI Department of Health. 









    

  

                     
 

Memorandum 
     

DATE:   October 11, 2023     

 

TO:  Smithfield Town Council             

 

FROM:   Carol Banville – License Coordinator     

 

SUBJECT: One (1) One-Day Class F Beer/Wine Liquor License for the St. Philip Church for the 

October 17th Town Council Meeting    

 

BACKGROUND: 

St. Philip Church has applied for one (1) One-Day Class F Beer/Wine Liquor License.   

 

TOWN REVENUE: 

 
The fee for a one (1) One-Day Class F Beer/Wine Liquor License is $15.00 per day.  Under State Law 
this fee cannot be waived. 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

 
Copy of License Application 
Copy of BCI - No Record 
Letter of Explanation 
TIP Cards 
Proof of Insurance 
Drawing of wine tasting area 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

 
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve one (1) One-Day Class F Beer/Wine Liquor License for 
a Wine Tasting at St. Philip Church, 622 Putnam Pike on Saturday, November 4, 2023 from 7:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m., as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. 
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Date: October 17, 2023
To: Smithfield Town Council
From: Christopher Celeste, Assessor
Re: Tax Abatements

Assessor's Office      Christopher Celeste, RICA
64 Farnum Pike      (401) 233-1014

Smithfield, RI 02917      www.SmithfieldRI.com

MOTION:
Moved that the Smithfield Town Council approve the tax abatements in the amount of $316.06

The abatements contained herein are submitted 
for your approval by:

Christopher Celeste, RICA
Assessor

MEMO

BACKGROUND:
Abatements are granted by the assessor as a result of assessment appeals on real estate, motor 
vehicles, and personal property. Adjustments are also made to motor vehicle tax bills to correct for 
erroneous data received from the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles, including incorrect tax town 
and registration data. Additionally, the tax collector may request the abatement of taxes deemed to be 
uncollectible.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Total abatements for this period = $316.06

ATTACHMENT:
Abatement Detail Report



ACCOUNT # TYPE PROPERTY OWNER YEAR ORIGINAL REVISED REASON ABATEMENT

01-0274-58 PP CALVIN WILSON 2023 $155.92 $0.00 Business Inactive $155.92

03-1653-45 RE CHAMPAGNE ROBERT & CHERY 2023 $5,269.47 $5,246.53 Freeze Adjustment $22.94

23-0094-79 RE WALKER BRIAN M 2023 $3,425.88 $3,288.68 Exemption Applied $137.20

Real Estate Subtotal: $160.14

Motor Vehicle Subtotal: $0.00

Personal Property Subtotal: $155.92

Total Abatements: $316.06

Town Council Authorization:

ABATEMENT DETAIL
October 17, 2023
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